Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non- commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 



Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : / /books . qooqle . com/ 



r 




A COMPILATION 



AND 

SUDOR GKP 3?333am®iUE> Mlfft 

AND THE 

ELECTION LAWS, 

TOGETHER WITH 

CERTAIN P OHMS. 

PREPARED AND PUBLISHED 

V1TOSB AUTHORITY 07 AJff 

ACT OF ASSEMBLY OFJPENWSYLVANIA^ O /f? i / // 
Passed the first day of February, Anno Domini, 1827- 



HABRI890fiair : : : 

- * * * - 

PRINTED AT THE OFFICE OF THJC' 4 * RlJpb^xini. ' 

1828. : '.V;.;*.;'. - 



THE HEW YQ3K 
PUBUC LIBRARY 

AflTOH, I-ENOX AND 
TILDtN FOUWDATIONS 
3 1920 L 



A COMPILATION AND DIGEST 

OF THB 

ROAD LAWS AND THE ELECTION LAWS 

OF 

PENNSYLVANIA. 



To authorise the printing and distribution of an additional number of 
the pamphlet laws. 

Sect. 3. Andbeit further enactedby the authority aforesaid* 
That the Secretary of the Commonwealth is hereby authoris- 
ed and required to procure a compilation and digest of the 
road laws and the election laws, accompanied with the neces- 
sary forms, and cause a sufficient number of copies thereof 
to supply each township and election district with one, to be 
printed, bound and transmitted to the prothonotarieff.o/ the 
several counties of this Commonwealth for distribul&lt, and 
to be kept at the usual place of holding township elections, 
or by the nearest justice of the peace to the place of holding 
the election, for the use of the supervisors of roads, judges 
of elections, and the inhabitants of the respective townships, 
generally* 

Act of 1st February, 1827. 



Office of the Secretary of the Comnumweakli, 

November 15, 1827. 

I have had prepared, the compilation and digest of the road 
and election laws, accompanied with the necessary forms, 
contained in thia pamphlet, as required by the above act ot 
assembly. 

I. D. BARNARD* 
Secretary of the Commonuiakh. 
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Compensation to supervisors, &c. 23 
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phia how opened and regulated, 42 
Power of courts of quarter sessii ns ex- 
tended, 28, 39, 40 
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tection of, 47 
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Roads public, in Wayne county, rel- 
ative to, 45 
Streets, 8cc. in the city of Lancaster, 

how opened, &c. 46 
Bridges public, in I Lancaster county, 
superintendents of appointed, &c. 46 



ACT of 6th April 1802.— Purdon 718. 

An Act for laying out, making and keeping in repair, the public roads 
and highways within this commonwealth, and for laying out private 
roads. 

1 . Sfxt. L The justices of the court of quarter sessions of 
feach county within this commonwealth, on being petitioned 
Is^i? ius tn ? rant a view * or a P ut)lic or pn vi » te road, shall have power, 
Sfiinn 950 an " % virtue of this act are directed and required, as often 
4 Binn. 174 as th cv * m ' 11 needful, in open court, to order and appoint six 
3 Binn. 8 discreet and reputable freeholders, of the inhabitants near 
where complaiwt is made for want of a private or public road 
or highways and it shall be the duty of the freeholders so 
appointed, to vi^'w the ground proposed for the said road, and 
it they, or any five of them, view the said ground; and any 
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four of (he actual viewers agree that there is occasion for such 
road, they shall proceed to lay out the same, as agreeable to 
the desire of the petitioners as may be, having respect to the 
best ground for a road, and the shortest distance, in such a 
manner as to do the least injury to private property; and shall 
make report thereof, stating particularly whether they judge 
the same necessary for apubtic or private road, together with 
a plot or draft thereof, and the courses and distances, and 
references to the improvements through which it may pass, to 
the next court of quarter sessions, and if then and there the 
justices of the said court shall approve of the same, it shall, 
at the court next after that to which the report is made, be 
■entered on record, and thenceforth shall be taken, deemed and 
allowed, as the case may be, to be a lawful private or public 
road or highway: the court shall direct of what breadth the 
mad shall be opened, which shall not in any case exceed 
fifty feet 

2. Sect. II. The citizens qualified to vote for members of 
the general assembly, shall on the third Saturday* of the month *Altered to 
*>f March next, within their respective townships, and annu- Friday— see 
ally thereafter, elect by ballot, two freeholders or other in- act °f ^In- 
habitants qualified as aforesaid, who shall be supervisors of *|*J^* *^^ J 
the pub ic roads or highways for the ensuing year; and it shall JJo n er e C * 
toe the duty of the supervisors then in office, in a summary 
way, before a justice of the peace, under the penalty of ten 
dollars, to be recovered for every neglect or refusal teu days 
previous to the third Saturday in March, yearly and every 
year, to cause written or printed notices to be set up in at 
least five of the most public places within their respective 
townships, mentioning the time when and the place where the 
said election is to be held, which shall be opened between the 
hours of one and three o'clock in the afternoon, and kept open 
until six o'clock of the same day, except in the township of 
the Northern Liberties, where the same shall be kept open 
until eight o'clock in the evening; and two reputable citizens 
of the township shall be chosen for judges of the said election, 
who shall choose a clerk to assist them, in recording and 
casting up the votes: the judges shall declare the two highest 
in votes to be duly elected, and a ceitificate of the election, See second 
signed by the judges, shall by them be forthwith delivered to s ?. < ?J on ? f, S5 t 
the supervisors then in office, whose duty it shall be to deiiv- i818rovid' 
er the feaid certificate into the office of the clerk of the court m ^ foj^the 
of quarter sessions, on or before the twenty-fifth day of appointment 
March, annually, and to inform the supervisors so chosen, of of supervisors 
their having been elected and re'urned, who shall be the su- in certain c- 
pervisors for the ensuing year; nnd if any supervisor or su- vents. No. 37, 
pervisors so elected, or who shall be appointed as herein af er 
directed, being duly notified of his electijlror appointment 
as aforesaid, shall neglect or^efuse to take upon him or them- 
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selves the said office, for every such neglect or refusal, lie ot 
they >o neglecting or refusing, shall forfeit and pay any sum, 
at the discretion of the court, not exceeding fifty dollars, 4? 
be applied towards repairing the public roads or highways 
within the township in which such supervisor resides. 

S. Sect. III. If any supervisor or supervisors of the pub- 
lic roads and highways, so as aforesaid chosen, shall refuse,, 
neglect, die or remove out of the township, where any town- 
ship shall have no supervisor residing therein, it shall be the 
duty of the justices of the court of general quarter sessions 
to appoint a successor or successors to supply the vacancy or 
vacancies: and such supervisor or supervisors so appointed, 
shall have and exercise the same powers and authorities, ami 
be liable to the same penalties, as the supervisors elected in 
pursuance of this act. 

4. Sect. IV. At the election for choosing supervisors for 
each township respectively the electors shall, and are hereby 
enjoined and required, to elect by ballot, four capable and 
discreet freeholders or inhabitants, qualified to elect as afore- 
said, whose duty it shall be to settle and adjust the accounts 
of the supervisor or supervisors whose time of holding the of- 
fice is then about to expire, and the person or persons who 
have served the office of supervisor or supervisors the prececU 
ing year, shall on the twenty fifth day of March yearly? or 
witKin ten days thereafter, produce fair and clear accounts of 
all such sums of money by him or them expended on the 
highways, and of all sums of money by him or them received 
by virtue of any assessment or otherwise, and of all fines and 
penalties due from themselves and others, which have come 
into his or. their hands, which accounts shall be entered in * 
book provided for that purpose, and attested by him or them, 
on oath or affirmation, before a justice of the peace, if the 
freeholders or any two of them, shall require the same; and 
the said freeholders or inhabitants, .o chosen to settle the 
accounts aforesaid, or any three of them, shall have full pow- 
er to adjust and settle such accounts so produced to them as 
aforesaid, and to allow such sums and charges as they think 
reasonable; and if there shall appear to be any money re- 
maining in the hands of the person or persons who have serv- 
ed as supervisor or supervisors as aforesaid, they shall by 
order in writing signed by them or any three of them, direct 
the same to be paid to the succeeding supervisor or supervi- 
sors; but in case such persons who shall have served as super- 
visor or supervisors shall be found to be in advance for moneys 
expended on the public roads, and shall have carefully col- 
lected the sums of money assessed and imposed by virtue of 
this act, then the said freeholders or inhabitants so chosen to 
settle the accounts as aforesaid, or any three of them, shall 
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I in like manner Order the succeeding supervisor or supervisors 
to reimburse the same, as soon as a sufficient sum of money 

| shall come into their hand*; and if any person or persons 
who shall have served in the office of supervisor, shall neglect 
or refuse to make up and produce fair and just accounts as 
aforesaid, or having made up and produced such accounts, 
shall neglect or re I use forthwith to pay the moneys which he 
or they shall have been ordered to pay as aforesaid, or shall 
not give up the books wherein an account of such moneys 
have been entered, to their successors, it shall be the duty of 
any justice of the peace, on comnlaint to him made by the 
said freeholders or inhabitants, so chosen to settle the accounts 
aforesaid, or by any three of them, to commit such delinquent 
or delinquents to the county gaol, until he or they shall com- 
ply as aforesaid, or be otherwise legally discharged* 

5. Sect. V. It shall be the duty of the supervisors of pub- 
lic roads and highways of the respective townships in this 
commonwealth, to assess and levy a tax on all property, real 
and personal, and on all such professions, trades and occu- 
pations, as are made taxable by the 'Act for assessing coun- 
ty rates and levies,' passed April the eleventh, one thousand 
stiven hundred and ninety-nine, not exceeding half a cent in 
the dollar, on the real value of all such property, real and per- 
sonalj and the estimation of the annual profits of all trades, 
professions and occupations, made taxable by the aforesaid 
act; and in assessing and levying the aforesaid tax, the super* 
Ytttrs shall take to their assistance the township assessor for 
the time being, whose duty it shall be to furnish a correct 
copy of the last valuation of property in said township, and 
tagivc his assistance in making the said assessment; and the 
amount of taxable property, trades, professions and occupa- 
tions, shall be taken from the last return of taxable property 
made, in the township for the last county tax, and apportion- 
ed' on the inhabitants in proportion to the last corrected ap- 
portionment of the courtly taxes, put into the hands of the 
township collectors; and if any land or other property which 
might have been overlooked by, or concealed from the town- 
ship assessor, in taking the return of taxable property for 
the assessment of county taxes, come to the knowledge of 
the supervisors, it shall be their duty, with the assistance of 
the township assessor, to tax the said property* whether real 
or personal, agreeable to a reasonable valuation; and it shall 
be the duty ol the supervisors, either by themselves, or by a 
proper person duly authorised by them, to collect the said 
tax, and in so doing, to call for it at the usual residence 01 
place of abode of the inhabitants, if it is not otherwise paid; 
and if a collector is appointed, the supervisors shall be 
accountable for the faithful collection of the tax: Provided 
That it shall be the duty of the said supervisors fir?* 
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to call upon the inhabitants of their respective townships, bf 
advertisement or otherwise, who are taxed as aforesaid, to 
attend at such times and places- as they may direct, so as to 
give the said taxable inhabitants a full opportunity to work 
out their respective taxes, but upon their neglect or refusal 
so to do, then the said supervisors to proceed to collect the 
taxes, as is otherwise directed by this act 

6. Sect. VI. If any person sa taxed shall refuse or neglect 
to pay the same within twenty days after being called upon 
therefor, it shall be the duty of the supervisor or supervisors, 
to obtain a warrant from any justice of the peace of the coun- 
ty (who is hereby authorised and required to grant such war- 
rant) and to levy upon the goods and chattels of the person 
or persons so refusing; and in case such person shall not with- 
in ten days after such levy is made, pay the sum or sums on 
him or her assessed, together with the charges of making such 
levy, then the said supervisor or supervisors may proceed to 
self the goods so levied on, and out of the moneys arising from 
such sate, to pay the tax and all costs accruing, rendering to 
the owner the overplus, if any shall remain: Frovided, That 
if any person or persons shall find him, her or themselves, 
aggrieved with such assessment, it shall be lawful for the jus- 
tices, at the court of quarter sessions next after such levy 
being made, upon the petition of the party aggrieved, to take 
such order thereon as to them shall be thought expedient, and 
the same shall conclude and bind all parties; and the super- 
visor or supervisors, in case of such appeal, shall forbear to 
make sale of the property so as aforesaid levied on, until the 
said appeal be determined in the court of quarter sessions. 

7. Sect. VII. If the proportion of tax assessed on unseat- 
ed lands in any township, or any part of it, is not paid to the 

This section supervisors, by or for the owners of said lands, within six 
inpartrepea- days a fter the supervisors have proceeded to collect the tax 
ofJto^S? ^ rom ^ e i nnawtarits * sna M De *" e duty °f the supervisors to 
1811 "sec l' ma ^ e out a ^ r transcript of the amount of the tax remaining 
No. 28. ' unpaid and due on the several tracts of unseated lands, with* 
in their respective townships, to which transcript the super- 
Visors shall sign their names, and they shall deliver the same 
to the commissiorersof the county, and on the receipt of the 
said transcript, the county commissioners shall give unto the 
supervisors an order on the county treasurer, for the amount 
of the taxes remaining due on the unseated lands in their 
township, [which order shall be paid out of the county taxes 
forthtmthf\ and the county commissioners aforesaid, are 
hereby directed and required, on the receipt of the trans- 
cript aforesaid, to proceed to recover the taxes due on unseat- 
ed lands for public roads and highways, in the same manner 
and with the same authority as tne county taxes are or shall 
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fife'by law directed to be recovered, and shall cause the pro- 
ceeds of the same to be paid to the county treasurer, to reim- 
burse the money paid to the supervisors of the roads and 
highways. 

# 8. Sect. VIII. The tenant or tenants, or other persons resi- 
ding on lands owned by persons not residing in the township, 
his, her or their goods, shall be liable to be levied on in man- 
ner aforesaid, for the payment of said taxes; and where any 
tenant or tenants shall have taken, or hereafter may take, a 
lease of lands or tenements, for one or more years, and of 
which the tenant shall be in possession at the time of assess- 
ing or levying the tax for public roads and highways, and 
shall pay the rate hereby imposed on the said lands or tene- 
ments so leased, in such case, it shall be lawful for the tenant 
or tenants to deduct the tax out of the rent due, or to become 
due, er to recover the same from the owner or owners, by 
action of debt, with costs of suit: Provided however, That 
nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to impair 
or make void any contract between landlord and tenant, res- 
( , pecting the payment of the road tax* 

9. Sect. IX. The supervisors of the public roads or high- 
ways of the several townships within this commonwealth shall 
have power, and they are hereby enjoined and required, to 
hire and employ a sufficient number of hands to make, open 
and repair, all the public roads within their respective town- 
fhips* which by the court of quarter sessions of the proper 
county, have been or hereafter shall be declared public roads 
or highways, and to purchase wood and all other materials 
necessary for that purpose, to oversee and direct the labour- 
era, and to take care that the said roads be forthwith effect- 
ually opened, cleared and amended* 

10. Sect. X. It shall and may be lawful for the supervi- 
sors aforesaid, or for any other person by order and direc- 
tion of the supervisor or supervisors, to enter on any lands 
adjoining or lying near to the public roads and highways, 
within their respective townships, and to cut or open such 
drains or ditches through the same, as he or they shall judge 
necessary to carry off and drain the water from such roads, 
provided the same be done with as little injury as may be to 
the owner of such lands; which drains or ditches shall be 
kept open by the supervisors, if necessary for amending the 
said road, and shall not be stopped or injured by the owner 
of the land, or by any other person or persons, under the 
penalty of any sum not exceeding twenty nor less than four 
dollars, for every such offence, to be recovered on convic- 
tion thereof, before any justice of the peace of the proper 
county, with costs of suit. 

2 
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11. Sect. XL The supervisors shall have full power and 
authority to enter upon any grounds adjoining or lying near 
the said public road or highway so to be opened, made or re- 
paired, within their respective townships, and to dig or cause 
to be dug, any gravel, sand or stones, or to gather any loose 
stones lying on the Sdid lands, as he or they shall think ne- 
cessary for the purposes aforesaid, provided that the same be 
done with as little damage as may be to the owners of such 
lands, and the said materials to carry off, without let, hin- 
drance or controul, of the owners, he or they, the said su- 
pervisor or supervisors, paying er tendering to the owner or 
owners so much money as they shall a^ree upon for the same; 
and if the supervisor or supervisors and the owners cannot 
agree on the price of the materials so wanted for making or 
repairing the roads as aforesaid, then and in every such case, 
so much money shall be paid by the said supervisors respect- 
ively, as any three freeholders of the township where such 
public road or highway doth lie, to be chosen by the parties, 
shall, or any two of them, estimate and adjudge to be the 
value of the materials so wanted for repairing the said roads 
in the respective townships aforesaid. 

12. Sect. XTl. All and every supervisor or supervisors of 
the highways, who shall refuse or neglect to do and perform 
his or their duty, as directed by this act (and for which pen- 
alties are not otherwise herein provided) shall be fined in any 
sum not less than four dollars, nor exceeding fifty dollars, to 
be recovered in a summary way, before any justice' of the 
peace of the county, to be applied towards repairing the pub- 
lic roads and highways within the respective townships where 
awch fines and penalties are incurred: Provided however, 
That if any supervisor or supervisors shall conceive himself 
or themselves aggrieved by tne judgment of a justice of the 
peace, he or they may appeal by petition to the next court of 
quarter sessions, who shall take such order thereon as to them 
shall appear just and reasonable, and the same shall be con- 
clusive. 

13. Sect* XIII. If any person working on any road or 
highway, or being with him, shall ask money or reward, or 
shall by any means whatsoever, extort or endeavor to extort 
any money or other thing, of or from any person travelling 
upon any public road or highway, he shall for every such ot- 
fence pay to the supervisor or supervisors of the said town- 
ship, the sum of one dollar, to be recovered by the supervi- 
sors or either of them, in a summary way, before any justice 
of the peace of the respective county, to be applied to the , 
repair of the roads; and in case any supervisor shall connive v 
at any person so asking, demanding or contriving so to extort 
from travellers as aforesaid, or shall himself extort or endear* 
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*wl <5f to eitort money, drink or other thing from travellers or any 

near traveller as aforesaid, every such supervisor shall pay for ev^ 

>r it- «ry such offence, the sum of five dollars, to be recovered by 

ause ' any person who shall sue for the same, with costs of suit, the 

oo$e \ one half to the use of the prosecutor, and the other half to and 

'be ^ C re ^ )2 " r °^ ^ e roa( * s w * tn * n sucn township. 

such 1 14. Sect. XIV. If a public road or highway shall be caTt- 
hin- ed through any land whereby the owner shall receive damage, To take i 
su- the person who sustains such damage, may within one year, oath bcto 
r or . fcfit not afterwards, make a representation," by petition, of the proceedin 
me 7 \ '-'damage he has sustained, to the court of quarter sessions, Po9teaNo 
n °t apd the said court shall appoint six disinterested men to view See form 
ajnd adjudge the amount of the damage (if any) sustained, oaln ' post 
And the said amount shall be paid, after being approved of by 
the court, by the treasurers of the respective counties out of 
the county stock: Provided always, that it shall be the duty 
' of the viewers in assessing damages, to take into considera- 
tion the advantages derived from such road passing through 
the land of the complainant 
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(15. Sect. XV, If any person or persons shall stop or ob- 
struct any of the public roads or highways laid out agreeably 
to law, or shall commit any nuisance thereon, by felling trees, 
making fences, or by turning the road, or by any other Vay, 
whereby the road or highway may suffer damage, and do not, 
on notice given by the supervisor of the proper township, re- 
move IChe nuisance, or repair the damage forthwith, such per- 
son or persons shall for every such offence, be fined in a sum 
not exceeding forty dollars, nor less than ten dollars, as the 
case may require, to be recovered before one of the nearest 
justices of the peace of the proper county, and to be applied 
to the removing of the said nuisances, or repairing the injury 
or damage, which the road or highway may have so sustained, 
and the surplus (if any) to he applied to the repair of the roads 
in the respective townships: Provided always, that the same 
appeal shall be allowed to any person or persons fined as 
^aforesaid, as is provided by the twelfth section of this act. 

I 16. Sect. XVI. In cases where any road has been laid on 
'. the line which divides two townships, or may hereafter be so 
laid, the said road shall be made, amended or repaired, as the 
iase may require, at the joint expense of both of the townships 
- • on whose division line the road is laid ; and in case the su- 
\ " pervisor or supervisors of one of the said townships shall ne- 
7 gleet or refuse to join with and assist the supervisor or super- 
*i visors of the other township, in opening, amending or repair- 
f / ingany such road, such supervisor or supervisors so neglect- 
? "" ing or refusing, shall be liable to the same penalties as if' he 
' or they had neglected or refused to open, amend or repair any 
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public road or highway within his or their respective tovfa^ la 
ship, and the supervisor or supervisors of the other township,- ? s 
is hereby directed and required to open, amend and repair! 
the said road, and to charge the aforesaid supervisor or super*.? 
visors so refusing and neglecting, with one half of the moneys:* 
expended on such road, and to recover the same by action oft 
debt, to be brought against such supervisor or supervisors so v 
neglecting. , J .•- 

17. Sect. XVII. Upon application by petition of anypHQr* * 
son or persons, to the court of quarter sessions, for a roJdi 
from the plantation or dwelling house of such person or' pejy'$ 
sons, to or from the public highway, or to any place of necef* j 
sarv public resort, the aforesaid justices shall, in open com?, '* 
and not otherwise, order and direct a view of the place wke& > 
the road is requested to be laid out, and a return thereof {o *• 
be made in the same manner as is before directed in this act; J 
and if such road is found to be necessary, the said justices tf % 
of the court of quarter sessions shall further order and direct « 
of what breadth the said road shall be, so as the same: shaft \ 
not exceed twenty five feet, and such road shall be -recorded * 
by the court: Provided, however , that the said road shall bp 

4 Yeates 501 opened and kept in repair by and at the expense of the pei> : 
son or persons at whose request the same was gcanted arf^l 
laid out, and of such as have occasion to travel to and; from 
their dwelling houses on the said road; and if it shajl happen '•: 1 
that such road shall be carried through any man's .ground* 
the damage sustained thereby, by the owner or owners, shall v 
be valued in the manner before directed in this act t and. paid 
for by the person or persons at whose request the-roafl was 
granted and laid out, and of those who use the same as & ; 
common road to and from their own dwellings. , \ \. 

18. Sect. XVIII. If the owners of the improved land, 
through which any such private road is laid out, or th£ owners ; 
of other land through which it is carried, are desirou^ohang' 

a swinging gate or gates upon such roads as are only granted ' 
for the use of one or more private families, it shall and may* 
be lawful for the aforesaid court, on application by petitiiM^ v 
to them made, to appoint six persons, in the manner herein^- ;/ 
before directed for laying out roads, to inquire and judge£. } 
whether such gate or gates may without much inconveniencyfc 
to the persons for whose use the road was granted, be hung §. i 
on the same, and if the persons appointed to view the place, i 
or any four of them, shall certify to the justices of the court -^S 
aforesaid, that a gate or gates may be hung according to the ^£ 
prayer of the party, without much inconvenicncy to the per- jK 
son or persons using the road, the justices shall order that a * 1 
gate or gates may be hung thereon accordingly, and that the if 
. same shall be made and kept in repair by the owner of the * aid t^j 
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laad, and made easy for the passage of persons using the 
said road. 

19. Sect. XIX. The several courts of quarter sessions, in 
their respective counties, shall have authority upon application 
by petition to them made, to inquire of and to vacate any private 
or public road or highway or any part of such road or highway, 
which they shall judge to be useless, inconvenient and burthen- 
some,and the said court shall proceed therein by views thereof, 
in like manner as they are authorised to do, and as is usually 
practised in laying out of public roads and highways; and the 
judgment of the court of quarter sessions shall be effectual and 
conclusive in the premises, if the same be not appealed from, 
within six months from and after the giving of such judgment; 

the application aforesaid shall be made in writing, signed by the TJiat ^ ot> 
persons applying, and shall set forth in a clear and intelligible thi l g a ^ ct \ ^ 
manner, the length, breadth, situation and other circumstances between 
of such road or highway, or of the part thereof which those ap- brackets is 
plying desire to have laid aside and vacated as aforesaid, [and repealed. 
such application shall be audibly read twice in open sessions, on 1 Serg't & R - 
the different days of the sessions wliereat it was made; and no ^' of 3( j A . 
other or further proceedings shall be had thereon, but the same pril jgQ9 
shall be adjourned till the next couri of quarter sessions, when sec !l. Postea 
the same sh dl again be openly and audibly read twice, on sev- No. 26. 
€ral days, before the court proceed thereon:'] Provided always, 
that nothing in this act, shall be understood to give authority to 
any of the said courts of quarter sessions, or to the supreme 
'Court, to vacate any lane, street or highway within the city 
«f Philadelphia, or within any borough, townplot, or any town 
or village in this state, which has been laid out by the late 
proprietaries, or by any other person or persons, and dedica- 
ted to public use, nor to vacate any cart way laid out by or- 
der of court, nor anj road or passage claimed by any person 
as his or her private' right, and which cart way, road way or 
passage is not repairable at the charge of the township or dis- 
trict, nor to rivers or streams of water. 

20. Sect. XX. It shall be the duty of the supervisors, and 
they are hereby enjoined and required, in making and repair- 
ing the public roads or highways, to make and maintain suffi- 
cient causeways, of stone or timber, on marshy or swampy 
grounds, and also make and maintain sufficient brid. es, over 
all small creeks and rivulets and deep gullies, where the same 
•shall be necessary for the ease and safety of travellers; and 
-where a small creek, over which a bridge may be necessary, 
happens to be a boundary or division line of two townships, 
the bridge shall be built and maintained by the supervisors of 
both townships respectively, at the equal expense of the said 
townships, in the same manner as is directed by this act with 
respect to the making and repairing of public roads and high- 
ways which may be the division line of townships. 
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21 . Seot. XXI. Where a river, creek or rivulet, over 
which it is necessary to erect a bridge, crosses a public road 
or highway, and the erecting of such bridge requires more 

4 Yeates 435 expense than it is reasonable that one township, or two ad- 
Act of 1st joining townships should bear, it shall be the duty of the jus* 
p 1 ^ h *A 81 *' tices of the court of quarter sessions, and they are hereby 
os ea o. en j j ne d an( j required, on the representation of the supervisor 
or supervisors, or on the petition and at the request of a 
number of the inhabitants of the respective townships, to or- 
der a view, in the same manner as in the case ot laying out 
roads and highways; and if on the report of the said view, it 
appears to the court, grand jury, and commissioners that such 
a bridge is necessary, and would be too expensive for the 
township or townships to erect, it shall be entered on record, 
and it shall be the duty of the commissioners of the county 
to procure an estimate, as nearly as may be, of the money 
which will be necessary to erect such bridge, and the com* 
missioners of the county shall provide the same out of the 
county taxes, and proceed forthwith to have such bridge erect- 
ed, by contractor otherwise, as shall seem to them most ex- 
pedient; and such bridge when so erected shall be inspected 
by six fit persons, appointed by the justices of the court of 
quarter sessions, agreeably to whose report, it shall be approv- 
ed or disapproved by the court; and it approved, the money 
shall be paid agreeably to the contract, or damages in favour 
of the county awarded, according to the judgment of the court. 

22. Sect.XXIL In all cases wherein the court of quarter 
sessions is authorised to grant a view for the purpose of laying 
out or vacating roads or respecting bridges, the justices of 
the court of quarter sessions are hereby authorised and direct- 
ed, on application to them made for that purpose, to grant a 
review of the same, at the expense of tne parties applying: 
Provided, that application is made therefor at the next court 
of quarter sessions after report has been made on the first 
view. 



23. Sect. XXIII. The township assessor shall receive from 
the supervisors, any sum not exceeding one dollar, for every 
day he shall be necessarily employed in assessing the tax di- 
rected by this act; and the supervisors shall be allowed in 
the settlement of their accounts, any sura not exceeding one 
dollar respectively, for every day they shall be necessarily 
employed in discharging the duties of their office, except for 
collecting the road tax, for which they shall be allowed the 
amount of five cents out of every dollar they shall so collect 
or cause to be collected, and no more; and the freeholders or 
other inhabitants, who shall be directed to view public roads 
or highways, shall each of them for every day they are neces- 
sarily employed in that service, receive from the county treas.- 
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r fcrer one dollar, on producing a certificate from the clerk of 

i the court of quarter sessions, that such service was performed 

e by them; the surveyor shall be found and paid by the persons 

• applying for the view; and the expense of views of private 

• roads, and of reviews of private or public roads, shall be whol- 
» ly paid by the parties applying for the same. 

24. Sect. XXIV. The supervisors within the respective 

i townships, shall cause posts to be erected, where trees are See act of 
' not convenient, at the intersection of all public roads, with ^h March, 
boards and an index-hand pointing to the direction of such * 81 *' n ^ 
road, on both sides whereot shall be inscribed, in legible char- ea ~ 
actera, the name of the town, village or place to which such 
road leads, and the distance thereof in computed miles; and 
any person or persons who shall wilfully injure, deface, or 
destroy any such posts or index-boards, the person or persons 
so offending shall, on conviction thereof, before any justice of 
peace of the proper county, forfeit and pay any sum not ex- 
ceeding ten dollars, one half thereof to be paid to the inform- 
er or informers, and the other half to the supervisors of the 
respective townships wherein the offence snail be commit- 
ted, to be appropriated to the repairs ot the roads in such 
townships. 

25. Sect. XXV. All laws heretofore enacted for the lay- 
ing out, openings making, amending or repairing of public or 
private roads, or highways, or for the making and repairing 
of bridges, other than turnpike roads, and streets, roads, 
lanes, alleys and bridges in the city of Philadelphia, and oth- 
er corporate towns, are hereby repealed and made void: 
Provided, that nothing herein contained shall be so constru- 
ed as to interfere with any special provision heretofore made 
by law, respecting the county of Philadelphia. 



ACT of 3d April, 1809.— 5 Smith 53. 
A further supplement to 'An act for laying out, making and keeping In 
repair the public roads and highways within this commonwealth, and 
for laying out private roads.' 

26. Sect. I. The several courts of quarter sessions of the 
peace in their respective counties, shall upon application to 
them being made for the purpose of opening a new road, or of 
vacating or changing the route of an old road, proceed there- j ge ^ t & R 
in by views and reviews, in like manner as has been practis- 142. 
ed in laying out public roads or highways under the laws now AuteaNa.19, 
in force* that in addition to the powers heretofore given to 
vieweis, they shall be authorised when they lay out a new 
road or change the route of an old road, to vacate the whole 
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of the old road, or any part thereof, as circumstances nttjr 
render the one or the other necssarj, and make report of their 
proceedings in the same manner as is now done in cases of 
views or reviews; Provided always, that it shall not be law- 
ful for any road or part of a road vacated in pursuance of the 
provisions of this act, to be shut up, or stopped, until the 
road or part of road so laid out to supply the place thereof; 
• shall be actually opened. 

27 '.- Sect. II. The viewers appointed in pursuance of the 
fourteenth section of the act to which this is a supplement, to 
ascertain the damages sustained by individuals from public 
Act of 6th roa (ls being laid out through their lands, the said viewers 
\ P te' N 8 °14 s ' ia ^ eac ^ °^ tnem > hefore they proceed to assess the said 
- n a °" ' damages, take an oath or affirmation before some judge, al- 
derman or justice of the peace, justly and truly to value the 
same, and also to consider the advantage as well as the dis- 
advantage of the said road. 



ACT of 30th March, 1811.— Purdon 730. 

A supplement to *An act for laying- out, making and keeping: in repair 
the public roads and highways within this commonwealth, and for 
laying out private roads.' 

28. Sect. I. From and after the passing of this act iishaT! 
be the duty of the commissioners of the respective counties 
within this commonwealth, on receiving the transcript of road 
taxes due on unseated lands, which the supervisors of the 
different townships are by the existing road laws required to 
furnish, to issue their order to the county treasurer for the 
amount thereof; and also immediately to transmit copies 
thereof to the said treasurer, who is hereby required to enter 
them in a book to be kept for that purpose; and it shall be 
the duty of the said treasurer on receiving the said taxes or 
any part thereof, and not before, to pay over theamouut there- 
of to the supervisors who shall respectively be entitled to 
the same: Provided, that no land shall be sold for road taxes 
until twelve months after the said transcripts have been de- 
livered to the treasurers aforesaid, and notice given in the 
manner prescribed by the second section of * An act direct- 
ing the mode of selling unseated lands lor taxes,' passed the 
third day of April, one thousand eight hundred and four: 
Provided also, that so much of the existing road laws as re- 
quires the treasurers to pay the amount of road taxes due oa 
unseated lands to the supervisors, immediately on the orders 
of the commissioners being presented to them is hereby re- 
pealed. 



ROADS. 



17 



29. Sect. II. On petition of the inhabitants of any two- 
adjoining counties to lay out a road en the line which divides 
the said counties-, the justices of the court of quarter sessions 
of each county are hereby empowered and required to- appoint 
respectively, three reputable freeholders from the neighbour- 
hood, where the road is requested $ and the said six freehold- 
ers or any five of them shall proceed to view the said ground, 
and make report to the court of each county respectively, in 
the manner prescribed by the first section of the act to which 
this is a supplement; and if the said justices respectively 
shall approve thereof, the same shall be confirmed and record- 
ed agreeably to the provisions of the sakl act. 

30. Sect. IIL On petition by the inhabitants of any two 
adjoining counties to erect a bridge over any creek or rivulet 
being the line of the said counties, the justices of the said 
courts of quarter sessions respectively, are hereby empower- 
ed and required to* appoint a view in the same manner as for 
laying out a road on county lines; and if on the report of the 
said viewers, it appears te the court, grand jury, and commis- 
sioners of the respective counties, that such a bridge is neces- 
sary, and agreeably to the provision of the twenty-first section 
of the act to which this is a supplement, the same shall be 
erected and kept in repair by the joint expense of both coun- 
ties. 

31. Sect. IV, In all cases where separate views and re* 
poets of roads supposed to be on the dividing lines of coun- 
ties, have been made under the authority ot the respective 
courts of quarter sessions of the adjoining counties, and the 
said reports do not agree as to the line, then in and such cases, 
on petition of the supervisors of the highways, or inhabitants 
of the said counties, to the justices of the court of quarter 
sessions of each county, it shall be the duty of the said justi- 
ces, and they are hereby empowered and required to appoint 
viewers, ana proceed in the same manner as is directed by 
the second section of this act, and when so confirmed shall 
be considered as on the county line, and be kept in repair at 
the joint expense of the adjoining townships: Provided al- 
ways, that the viewers in such cases shall have power to va- 
cate any part of the old road for which the new road is to be 
a substitute. 

S2. Sect. V. From and after the passing of this act, if any 
supervisor or supervisors of any township in this common- . - - . 
wealth, shall after ten days notice, neglect or refuse to put April 1^3. 
up and keep in complete repair, the index boards directed to AnteaNo.2^ 
be set up by the twenty-fourth section of the act to which this 
is a supplement, every supervisor so offending and being 
thereof legally convicted by the oath or affirmation, of 

3 
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more credible witness or witnesses, before any justice of tl 
peace, or before the court of quarter sessions ot said count 
shall respectively pay a sum not exceeding ten dollars, in t 
discretion of the court of justice before whom such convi 
tion shall be had, to be applied and expended in keeping 
repair the public highways in the townships respectively. 



ACT of 6th February, 1815 6 Smith 242. 

A supplement to 'An act for laying out, making and keeping in rep 
the public roads and highways within this commonwealth, and i 
laying out private roads.' 

33. Sect. I. When any road reported to be necessary 1 
viewers or reviewers who shall have been appointed to lay o 
the same, shall have been confirmed by the court of quart 
sessions of any county, and after confirmation,, and before tl 
same shall be opened, it shall appear to the original petitio 
crs who applied therefor, to be useless, and if opened will b 
come burthensome, it shall be lawful for the said court, on 
petition signed by at least a majority of the &aid original p 
titioners, who shall continue to reside within the proper cou 
ty, to appoint six disinterested persons, not residing on tl 
route ol said road, to view the same, who shall be under oa 
or affirmation, and if five of the said persons shall view tl 
ground on which the said road shall have been confirmed, ai 
four of those who actually view, shall report to the said cou 
that in their opinion the road, if opened, will be useless ar 
burthensome, the said court are hereby authorised and direc 
ed to annul the same, their former confirmation to the co 
trary notwithstanding. 



ACT of 1st March, 1815.— 6 Smith 252. 

A further supplement to c An act for laying out, making and keeping 
repair the public roads and highways within this commonwealth, ai 
for laying out private roads.' 

34. Sect. I. It shall and may be lawful for the viewei 
appointed by any court of quaitcr sessions, under the autho 
AnteaNo.21 ity given by the twenty-first section of the act to which th 
is a supplement, to change the route of a road crossing an 
river, creek or rivulet, over which a bridge is intended to t 
erected, if in the opinion of the viewers, together with tl 
county commissioners, or a majority ot them, to be approve 
by the court, such change or varying the bed of the road woul 
1$ an improvement and saving ui expeuses iu the erection < 
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the bridge: provided such alteration in the route will imma- 
terially increase the distance of the road, nor injure or mate-, 
rially increase the distance of other roads entering into or 
leading out of the same; and the like proceeding shall be had 
in compensating the owners of the land through which the 
said road passes, as is provided for by the fourteenth section 
ef the act to which this is a supplement. 

Sect. IL In every case where an alteration shall be made 
in the route of a road, for the purpose of obtaining a better 
site for the erection of a bridge as aforesaid, it shall be the 
duty of the viewers to cause the variation to be accurately 
surveyed, and a map or plot thereof to be made, which shall 
accompany their report 

35. Sect. III. All viewers, whether for roads or sites for 3 Seg't & R. 
bridges, appointed by any court of Quarter sessions, after the 210. 
first Monday of September next, snail, before they enter up- 
on the duties assigned them, take an oath or affirmation be- 
fore some judge, alderman or justice of the peace, that they 
will perforin the duties of their appointment with impartiality 
and fidelity, and shall state in their return that they were 
sworn or affirmed; and it shall be the duty of the clerk of the 
court of quarter sessions, from which such order of view shall 
be issued, to direct therein, that the viewers thereby appoint- 
ed, shall before they enter on their duties, be respectively\ 
sworn or affirmed. 



ACT of 24th March, 1818.— 7 Smith 124. | 

A fhrther supplement to « An act for laying out, making and keeping 
in repair the public roads and highways within this commonwealth, 
and for laying out private roads.' 

56. Sect. I. All viewers or reviewers, whether for roads 
or sites of bridges, appointed by any court of quarter sessions, 
when met together for the purpose aforesaid, if a judge, al- 
derman or justice of the peace cannot conveniently be had, 
then in that case any one of the viewers present shall adminis- 
ter an oath or affirmation to the other viewers, that they will 
perform the duties of their appointment with impartiality and 
fidelity. 

37. Sect. II. If at any time hereafter it may happen that 
no election should be held under the provisions of the second 
section of the act to which this is a further supplement, or in AnteaNo. 2: 
case of any irregularity in holding such elections for super- 
visors, it shall be the duty of the judges of the court of quar- 
ter sessions to appoint a proper person or persona to svx^W 
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such deficiency, and such supervisor or supervisors so appoint- 
ed shall have and exercise the same powers and authori- 
ties, and be liable to the same penalties as the supervisors 
elected in pursuance of the act to which this is a further 
supplement 



ACT of 17th March, 1820*— 7 Smith 273. 

A further supplement to an act, entitled * An act for laying out, making 
and keeping in repair the public roads and highways within this com 
mon wealth, and for laying out private roads.' 

38. Sect. I. The several courts of quarter sessions of the 
peace in the respective counties within this commonwealth, 
shall have authority upon application by petition to them made, 
to inquire of, and to vacate any part of a state road within 
their proper county, which shall be judged to be supplied and 
rendered useless by any substantial and permanent turnpike 
roai 1 , made and completed agreeably to the laws of this com- 
monwealth, and the said court shall proceed therein by views 
and reviews thereof in like manner, and the like orders, pro- 
ceedings, anil judgment shall be thereupon had, as are author- 
ised and as is usually practised in vacating any county pub- 
lic road or highway, according to the directions and provis- 
ions of the act to which this is a supplement: Provided, that 
no stockholder in any turnpike company within the county 
where the application is maae, shall be a viewer or reviewer. 



ACT of 11th April, 1825— Pamp. laws, session 1824-25. 

A supplement to the act, entitled 'An act for laying out, making and 
keeping in repair the public roads and highways within this common- 
wealth, and frr laying out private roads. * 

39. Sect. I. The several courts of quarter sessions of 
this commonwealth shall have power to vacate and change 
the route of any state road, laid out or to be laid out, by di- 
rections of any act of assembly within their respective coun- 
ties, and to grant views and reviews thereon, under the pro- 
visions ol the several acts of assembly, for laying out and va- 
cating public roads within the same: Provided, that no change 
made in any state road, in pursuance of this act, shall make 
the same of a greater ascent or descent than five degrees from 
a horizontal line: And provided further, that this act shall 
not be construed to make it lawful for any of the said courts 
to vacate any part of a state road unless the view or review 
supplies another route for the same. 



Act of 11th 
April, 1825. 
No. 39. 



Act of mk 
March, 1820. 
Jfo. 38. 
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ACT of 28«h March, 1808.— Purdon 414. 

-A further supplement to « An act to regulate arbitrations and proceed- 
ings in -courts of justice. 9 

40. Sect. IV. The respective courts of quarter sessions 
•hall have jurisdiction te enforce the act, entitled 6 An act 
for laying out, making and keeping in repair, the public roads Antoapage4 
and highways within this commonwealth, and for laying out 
private roads,' concurrent with the justices of the peace with- 
in this commonwealth; and the said courts shall have power 
in case of a vacancy in the office of constable by death or 
•otherwise, in any town, township or district, to appoint a con- 
stable or constables as often as occasion may require, to con- 
tinue until the next election by the people. 



ACT of 6th February, 1815—6 Smith 246. 

An act to authorise undertakers of public bridges to procure materials 
for building said bridges. 

41. Sect. I. It shall be lawful to and for the undertakers 
of public bridges within this commonwealth, their superin- 
tendants, artists and workmen of every kind, to enter into 
and upon any lands, tenements and inclosures, near to the 
places where said bridges are to be built, and to examine the 
ground for the purpose of opening quarries of stone, and for ob- 
taining gravel, clay, sand and other materials necessary for the 
building of said bridges, and to enter with teams of any 
kind, first giving notice to the owners, doing as little damage 
as possible, and repairing any breaches of fences they may 
have occasion to make; and first making amends for any 
damages that may be done, which damages snail be ascertain- 
ed by the parties, if they can agree, or if they cannot agree, 
then by appraisement thereof, to be made upon oath or affirm- 
ation, by three disinterested freeholders of the neighborhood, 
or any two of them, to be mutually chosen, or if the owners 
or undertakers, or superintendants, upon due notice, shall ne- 
glect or refuse to join in the choice, then the said freeholders 
to be appointed by any justice of the peace of the county, 
not interested on either side, and the said undertakers or oth- 
er persons by them employed, as aforesaid, after tender of 
die appraised value, may enter and dig, take and carry away 
any stone, gravel, sand or clay, most conveniently situated, 
for the purpose of erecting and repairing said bridges. 
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ACT of 25th March, 1805.— 4 Smith 2S2. 

An act for the better regulation of the city of Philadelphia and districti 
adjoining-, and preserving the navigation of the river Schuylkill. 

42. Sect. [. The court of quarter sessions of the county of 
Philadelphia, on being petitioned to grant a view of or for 
teaNo.43 opening any street, lane or allejr, within the city of Philadel- 
phia, shall have power and by virtue of this act are directed 
and required, as often as they judge it useful, in open court, 
to order and appoint twelve discreet and disinterested free- 
holders, neither of whom shall reside or own real estate in 
the city aforesaid, who being first sworn or affirmed, shall, 
together with the commissioners of the county for the time 
being, or a majority of them, view the ground proposed for 
opening such street, lane or alley, and if they, or any ten of 
them view the said ground, and any seven of the actual view- 
ers, exclusive of the county commissioners, agree that there 
is occasion for such street, lane or alley to be opened, they 
shall proceed to lay out the same, as agreeably to the desire 
of the petitioners as may be, in such manner as to do the least 
injury to private property, and shall make report thereof, 
stating particularly, whether they judge the same necessary, 
together with a plot or draft thereof, to the next court of 
quarter sessions; and if then and there the court aforesaid 
shall approve of the same, it shall at the next court thereafter 
be entered on record, and thenceforth shall be taken, deem- 
ed and allowed to be a public street, lane or alley, compen- 
sation being first made to the owner of the ground or other 
property, as hereinafter directed: Provided, that no street; 
lane or alley, so opened, shall in any case exceed fifty feet 
in breadth. 

Sect. II. On the return of the viewers reporting in favour 
of opening any street, lane or alley as aforesaid, and the same 
being approved of by the court, at their next session thereat- 
I ter, to which the report is returned, the court shall appoint 

twelve discreet and disinterested freeholder?, neither of whom 
shall reside or own real estate within the city aforesaid, who 
being first sworn or affirmed, shall inquire what damages the 
owner or owners of lands, house, houses or other property, 
shall or may sustain by reason of the same being taken, used 
and appropriated for the purpose aforesaid: Provided always > 
that it shall be the duty of tne said freeholders, in assessing 
damages, to consider the advantages which may accrue to the 
owner or owners of such lands, house, houses or other prop- 
erty by reason of opening such street, lane or alley. 

Sect. III. Upon the return of valuation and assessment 
of damages, as aforesaid^ for ground or other properly taken 
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and appropriated for public streets, * lanes or alleys, within 
the city aforesaid, and the court of quarter sessions of the 
county of Philadelphia having approved the same, the amount 
of damages awarded as aforesaid, shall be paid by the treas- 
urer of the said county, and so soon as the said damages are 
paid, the mayor of the said city shall cause such street or 
other passage to be opened, agreeably to the direction of the 
court: Provided always that unless the same shall be paid 
within one year next after the return made by the viewers, 
all such proceedings as aforesaid, shall be void and of no ef- 
fect whatever. 

Sect. IV. All streets, alleys, courts and lanes which have 
been heretofore laid out, opened and appropriated to public 
use by private persons within the city ot Philadelphia, and 
all those streets, courts and other passages which shall be laid 
out and opened by order of the inspectors of the gaol, or any 
of the city lots granted by the commonwealth, by an act, en- 
titled «An act to direct the sale of certain unimproved lots, 
the property of this commonwealth, in the city of Philadel- 
phia, and to appropriate the proceeds thereof towards the 
erection of a building for the purpose of more completely car- 
rying into effect the penal lawsot this state;' and also all those 
streets, alleys, courts and lanes which shall hereafter be laid 
©ut, opened and appropriated to public use by private persons, 
provided the same be not less than twenty feet wide, shall to 
all intents and purposes, be held, deemed taken and be high - 
ways, as fully and completely, according to their extent, as 
any highways laid out by order of the court of quarter ses- 
sions of any county within this commonwealth. 

Sect. V. The select and common councils of the said city 
shall be authorised to make all ordinances which they shall 
judge useful or necessary for the forming, laying with broken 
stone or gravelling any of the streets, alleys, courts or laues 
within the said city, which shall at any time by them be judg- 
ed improper to order to be paved, and whenever the cart way 
of any such street, court or other passage shall be regulated, 
shaped and formed, or when so formed and laid with gravel or 
ether hard substances, in either of those cases, the owners of 
the several lots which are bounded upon or adjoining auy such 
street, court or other passage, shall be obliged to form or shape, 
or lay with hard substances or gravel, the respective footways 
opposite to their several lots, in such maimer, at such time 
and under such penalties, as shall be directed by the. said or- 
dinances. 

Sect. VI. And whereas the charter granted to the citizens 
of Philadelphia, bv William Penn, proprietor of Pennsylva- 
nia, on the twentyfifth day of October, one thousand irkmv 
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hundred and one, doth not grant to the citizens the same right 
to occupy and use the ends of the streets which extend to the 
river Schuylkill, which was granted on the riven Delaware, 
and as such a public benefit will now be highly useful to the 
inhabitants of the said city and to other citizens oi this com- 
monwealth; therefore, Be it enacted, that the corporation of 
the said city shall be invested with ail and singular the pow- 
ers and authorities, jurisdictions, rights and immunities in, to 
and over the ends of each and every public street or alley 
which extends to or into the river Schaylkill, as fully to all 
intents and purposes, and to the like uses, as by the said 
charter, or any law of this commonwealth, is or are granted 
to the former or present corporation of the said city, respect- 
ing the east ends of the several streets which extend to or in- 
to the river Delaware, that part of the west end of High-street, 
belonging to the bridge company only excepted. 

Sect. VII. The wardens of the port «f Philadelphia shall 
be authorised and empowered to fix and determine the extent 
or distance which any person or persons, or body or bodies, 
politic or corporate, who are the owner or owners of lots of 
ground extending to the said river Schuylkill, on either of its 
shores, from the lower falls thereof to its junction with the 
river Delaware, may build wharves therein. 

Sect. VIII. [f any owner or owners of any lot or lots of 
ground extending into the river Schuylkill, from the lower 
falls thereof, to its junction with the river Delaware, shall 
build any wharf, house, store or other building further into the 
said river than to common low water mark, without license 
first had and obtained from the said wardens, or further into> 
the said river than maj permitted by such license, he, she 
or they being legally convicted of the same shall pay a fine of 
one thousand dollars, to be recovered with costs, as debts of 
the same amount are or may be by law recoverable; one half 
of which fine shall be paid to the guardians or overseers of 
poor of the city, district or township where such wharf or 
building shall be erected, and the other half to the person of 
persons who shall sue for and recover the same* 

Sect. IX. If any person or persons shall erect or make 
any fence beyond the common low water mark, into the said 
river, without license first had and obtained from the said 
wardens, he, she or they being legally convicted of the same, 
shall for every such offence forfeit and pay a fine not exceed- 
ing twenty dollars; to be recovered witn costs as debts of the 
same amount are or may be by law recoverable; one half of 
which fine shall be paid to the overseers or guardians of the 
poor of the city, district or township, as aforesaid, and the 
other half to the person or persons wno shall sue for and re- 
cover the same. 
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ACT of 3d April, 1804— 4 Smith lgf& 

A supplement to the * Act for laying out, nutting 1 and keeping in repair 
(he public roads and highways within this commonwealth, and fur 
laying out private roads 1 

43. Sect. I. The court of quarter sessions for the county 
•f Philadelphia, on being petitioned to grant a view of or for 
opening any public road, street, lane or alley, within the 4Yeatesl33 
township of the Northern Liberties, or the district of South- 
wark, shall have power and bj virtue of this act are directed 
and required, as often as they find it needful, in open court, 
to order and appoint twelve discreet and reputable freehold- 
ers, neither of whom shall reside or own real estate in the 
township or district aforesaid, who being first sworn or affirm- 
ed, shall, together with the commissioners of the county, for 
the time being, or a majority of them, view the ground pro- 
posed for such road street, lane or alley ? and if they, or any ten 
ef them view the said ground, and any seven of the actual 
viewers, exclusive of the county commissioners, agree that 
there is occasion for such road, street, lane or alley, they shall 
proceed to lay out the same, as agreeable to the desire of the 
petitioners as may be, having respect to the beat ground for 
such road or street aforesaid, and the shortest distance, in 
such manner as to do the least injury to private property, and 
shall make report thereof, stating particularly whether they 
judge the same necessary for a public road, street, lane or 
alley, together with a plot or draught thereof, and the cours- 
egjdistances and references to the improvements through which 
it may pass, to the next court of quarter sessions; and if 
then and there the court aforesaid shall approve of the same, 
it shall at the next court thereafter be entered on record, and 
thenceforth shall be taken, deemed and allowed, to be a pub- 
lic road, street, lane or alley, compensation being first made 
to the owner of the ground or other property, as hereinafter, 
directed: Provided, that no road or street so laid out, shall 
in any case exceed fifty feet in width. 

Sect. II. On the return of the viewers reporting in favour 
ef laying out any road, street, lane or alley, or on application 
by petition, for the opening of any road, street, lane or alley 
as aforesaid, and the same being approved of by the court, 4 Yeates 37 
the court at their next session thereafter, to which the report 47 
is returned, or petition presented, shall appoint twelve dis- 
creet and respectable freeholders, neither oi whom shall re- 
side or own real estate within the township or district afore- 
said, who being first sworn or affirmed, shall inquire what 
damages the owner or owners of lands, house, houses or other 
property, shall or may sustain, by reason of the same being 
taken, used and appropriated for the purpose aforesaid: Fro- 

4 



/ 



26 



ROADS. 



vided always, that it shall be the duty of the said freeholders, 
in assessing damages, to consider the advantages which may 
accrue to the owner or owners of such house, houses or other 
property, by reason ot laying out such road, street, lane or 
alley. 

Sect. III. Upon the return of the valuation and assessment 
of damages aforesaid, for ground or other property taken and 
4 Veat*133 appropriated for public roads, streets, lanes or alleys, within 
Act of 2d the township ana district aforesaid* and the court of quarter 
April, 1822. sessions of the county of Philadelphia, having approved the 
J»osteaNo.44 same, the amount of damages awarded by the said viewers, 
shall be paid by the treasurer of said county, and the court 
shall direct the supervisors of the highways, or if within the 
incorporated part of the Northern Liberties or of the district 
aforesaid, the superintendant, to stay the opening of such 
road, street, lane or alley, until the amount of the damages 
so awarded shall be fully paid and satisfied: Provided always, 
that unless the same shall be paid within one year next after 
the return made by the viewers, all such proceedings as afore- 
said, shall be void and of no effect whatever. 



Pamphlet laws, session 1827-28. 

An act to provide for making 1 and keeping in repair the public roads 
and highwa) s of the township of Blockley, in the county of Phila- 
delphia, and for other purposes. 

Sect. I. That from and after the passing of this act, there 
shall be no election by the citizens of the township of Block- 
AnteaNo^a. ley, in the county of Philadelphia, for supervisors of the pub- 
lic roads or highways; but that on the third Saturday of March, 
next, in the manner provided by law for the election of super* 
visors, one citizen shall be elected, to continue in office one 
year, another citizen shall be elected tor two years, and a 
third citizen shall be elected for three years, who shall be calL 
' ed conimisMoners of the roads of the said township; and that 
on all subsequent days now provided by law for the election 
of supervisors, one citizen shall be elected at the time and in 
the manner now provided by law for the election of supervi- 
sors, to serve as commissioner of the roads of the said town- 
ship for three years; and the three commissioners thus in 
office shall have like powers, duties, rights, incidents and 
obligations as now by law exist with regard to supervisors of 
the public roads or highways, except as is hereinafter provided. 

Sect. II. That it shall be the duty of the said commission- 
ers from time to time and at all times when any public road 
or highway is to be opened in the township aforesaid, to give - 
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public notice that proposals will be received for making the 
same; and it shall be the duty of such commissioners to con- 
tract upon the best terms, having regard to the compensation 
demanded and the security offered for the fulfilment thereof 
for the making of such road or highway, and within ten days 
after the election of the said commissioners, they shalj in like 
manner give public notice that proposals will be received for 
contracts to keep in repair for the year then following, the 
several roads of the said township, in such sections and 
agreeably to such divisions, as the said commissioners shall 
designate^ and the said contracts shall provide for the due 
and faithful performance of the duty of the contractor and 
contractors respectively, under a penalty to be therein nam- 
ed, which penalty shall be recovered by suit or action, in the 
name of the said commissioners; and the said contracts shall 
also provide for settling, by reference, any dispute or differ- 
ence between the said commissioners and the contractors, or 
any of them, as to the manner in which the work shall be 
done, or otherwise; and in case the said contractors, or any 
of them, shall neglect or refuse, on due and timely notice, to 
concur in the appointment of referees, it shall and may be 
lawful for the prothonotary of the court of common pleas, on 
proof of such notice, to proceed with the appointment of re- 
ferees as arbitrators are appointed in suits depending, agreea- 
bly to the existing laws of the commonwealth: Provided, that 
such contracts shall in no case be made for a term exceed- 
ing three years. 

Sect. III. That in case no offer shall be made to make or 
repair the roads as aforesaid, under contracts, as aforesaid, 
then, and not otherwise, it shall be lawful for the said com- 
missioners to proceed to make and repair the same in the 
manner that has been heretofore usual. 

\ Sect. IV. That the said commissioners shall receive, in 
full compensation for any services they may perform, the sum 
of twelve dollars per annum, each, and no more, and that 
they shall not, nor shall any of them be personally concern- 
ed/directly t>r indirectly, in any contract for making or re- 
pairing a road, nor shall they, or any of them, derive, under 
any circumstances, any personal emoluments whatever, from 
any such contract, under the penalty of fifty dollars to be re- 
covered by action or suit, in the name ef an informer, one 
half whereof shall be for the benefit of the informer, and the 
other half for the improvement of the roads of the said 
township. 

Sect. V. That so much of the twenty-first section of an act 
of assembly, passed on the sixth of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and two, entitled 'An act for laying out, making and 
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keeping in repair the public roads and highways within thk 
commonwealth, and for laying out private roads," as requires 
that the consent of the grand jury shall be obtained before the 
erection, at the expense of the county, ot any bridge across 
Any river, creek or rivulet which crosses a public road or high- 
way, be and the same is hereby repealed, so far as to allow 
such bridges to be erected in the county of Philadelphia, 
without the consent of the grand jury, whenever the expense 
of erecting such bridge shall not exceed the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sect. VI. That no person shall hereafter be appointed as 
a viewer, reviewer or re-reviewer, to layout any public road 
Antea page or highway in the county of Philadelphia, who shall be at the 
22* time a r esident or holder of property in the township through 

which the same shall be intended to pass; and that any tenor 
more of the twelve freeholders, duly appointed by the court 
of quarter sessions of said county, under the first sections of 
the act of the third of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
four, and the twenty-fifth of March, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and live, as a jury to view, having bee.) duly sworn and 
affirmed, shall be authorised to proceed in accordance with 
the order of the court under which they shall have been ap- 
pointed; and if the said ten or more freeholders view the 
ground, and any seven of them, exclusive of the county com- 
missioners, agree that there is occasion for opening of the 
street, road, lane or alley, as the case may be, the same pro- 
ceedings shall be had, and shall be as valid as if the whole 
pumber of twelve, as first appointed, had attended. 

Sect. VII. That any sum not exceeding fifty dollars, an- 
nually, be allowed for carriage, hire to each of the commission- 
ers of the county ot Philadelphia, to be paid by orders drawn 
on the treasurer in the usual manner. 

Approved the 14th April, 1828. 



ACT of 2d April, 1822—7 Smith 605. 

A further supplement to ' An act to appoint commissioners to regulate 
the streets, lanes and alleys in the district of Soulhwark, and to lay 
out new streets, lanes and alleys therein, for the accommodation of 
the inhabitants, and to lay out the roads therein mentioned, through 
the said district, and parts of the townships of Moyamensing and 
Passyunk ' 

44. Sect. II. Upon the petition of any number of freehold- 
ers of the district of Southwark, not less than seven, 
whose lands lie near to or adjoining streets, lanes, alleys or 
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i & roads, laid out pursuant to the act to which this is a supple- 
ow ment, to open any one or more such streets, lanes, alleys or 
e tit roads, it shall and may be lawful to and for the court of quar- 
=roi ter sessions of the county of Philadelphia, after hearing the 
tiigi petitioners and such other freeholders through whose lands 
JIoi such street, lane, alley or road may pass as shall make objec- 
Aia. tions thereto, to determine whether it will be proper at the 
ewe time to open such street, lane, alley or road; and if the said 
hw- court shall think it proper at the time to open any such street, 
lane, road or alley as aforesaid, then the said court is hereby 
required to appoint twelve discreet and reputable freehold- 
i as <ers, neither of whom shall reside or own real estate within 
rwd . the dis rict of South wark aforesaid, who being first sworn or 
i tkf affirmed shall inquire what damages the owner o»- owners of 
Kim lands, house, houses, or other property, shall or may sustain 2 Smith 435 
an by reason of the same being taken, used and appropriated for 5 Smith 259 
oart the purpose aforesaid : Provided a/ways, it shall be the 7 Smith 25C 
is of «duty of the said freeholders in assessing damages, to consider 285 
and tjje advantages which may accrue to the owner or owners of 
ma- such house or houses or other property, by reason of opening 
aad such street, lane, road or alley: And provided further, that 
; no owner or owners of lands, house or houses, or other prop- 
erty which has or have been purchased since the recording and 
the publication of the plan of said streets, lanes, alleys or roads, 
oin " shall be entitled to any damages by reason of the opening of 
m€ any streets, lanes, alleys or roads laid out agreeably to the 
^ act to which this is a supplement: And provided also, that no 
lo ' c damages shall be assessed or paid for any house, houses or 
improvements that may have been erectea or constructed sub- 
sequent to the recording of the draft or plan of the streets, 
lanes, road or alley of the district aforesaid, executed in pur- 
u ~ snance of the fifth section of th* act of the twenty ninth Sep- 
tember one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, the 
act to which this is a supplement, upon ground over which 
any street, lane, road or alley was by the said draft or plan 
•contemplated to be laid out* 

Sect. III. Upon the return of the valuation and assess- 
ment of damages aforesaid, for ground, houses or other prop- 
erty taken and appropriated for public roads, streets, lanes or 
alleys within the district aforesaid, and the said court of quar- 
ter sessions having approved of the same, the amount of dam- 
ages awarded by the said viewers shall be paid by the treas- 
urer of the said county; and the said court shall direct the 
/commissioners of said district to stay the opening of the said 
road, street, lane or alley until the amount of the damages so 
awarded shall be fully paid and satisfied by the county treas- 
urer aforesaid: Provided, that unless the same shall be paid 
within one year next after the return made by the viewers as 
aforesaid, all such proceedings aforesaid shall be void and of 
fco effect whatever. 
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ACT of 12th April, 1828. 
A further supplement to the act, entitled 'An act for laying out, 
making and keeping in repair the public roads and highways within 
this commonwealth, and for laying out private roads, relating to the 
repair of the public roads in Wayne county. 

Pamphlet 45. Sect. I. It shall be the duty ot the supervisors of the 
laws 1827-28. public roads and highways ot the respective townships, in the 
county of Wayne, on or before the first day of August, in 
each and every year, to expend or cause to be worked out in 
the making and keeping in repair the public roads and high- 
ways in their respective townships, at least two thirds of the 
road tax assessed, and all and every supervisor or supervisors 
who shall refuse to comply with this requisition shall be sub- 
ject to the like penalty, to be recovered in the same manner 
as is provided by the twelfth section of the act to which this 
i is a further supplement, passed the sixth of April, eighteen 
hundred and two. 

ACT of 12th April, 1828. 

An act for the better regulation of the city of Lancaster, and relative 
to the repair of the public bridges in Lancaster county. 

46. Sect. I. From and after the passage of this act, the 
court of Quarter Sessions of Lancaster county, on being 
petitioned to grant a view of, or for opening any street, lane 
Pamphlet or a ^ e J w ^ n ^ n * ne city °f Lancaster, shall have power, and by 
Iawsl827-2P. virtue of this actare directed, as often as they judge it useful 
and necessary in open court, to order and appoint six discreet 
and reputable freeholders, neither of whom shall reside or own 
real estate in the city aforesaid, who being first sworn or 
affirmed, shall view the ground proposed for opening such 
street lane or alley, and if they or any five of them view the 
said ground, and any four of the actual viewers agree that 
there is occasion for such street, lane or alley to be opened, 
they shall proceed to lay out the same, as agreeable to the 
desire of the petitioners as may be, in such manner as to do 
the least injury to private property, and shall make report 
thereof, stating particularly whether they judge the sai\e 
necessary, together with a plot or draught thereof, to the 
next court of Quarter Sessions, and if then and there the 
court aforesaid, shall approve of the same, it shall at the 
next court thereafter be entered on record, and thenceforth 
shall be taken, deemed and allowed to be a public street, 
lane or alley, and shall be opened by the street commission 
ers on the order of the said court, in the same manner as pub- 
lic roads are directed to be opened by the supervisors of town- 
abrifes under the provisions of the existing road laws: Provi- 
ded* that no street so opened shall in any case exceed sixty- 
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Ave feet in breadth, and no alley so opened shall m any case 
exceed fourteen feet in breadth and that compensation- shall 
be made for any damages sustained by the owner or owners 
of the ground or other property, as hereinafter directed. 

Sect- II. On the return of the viewers reporting in favor 
of opening any street, lane or alley as aforesaid, andthe same 
being approved of by the court, at the next or any subse- 
quent session, after that to which the report is returned, it 
shall and may be lawful for the owner of any ground or other 

{property, through which such street, lane or alley shall be 
aid out, who may sustain damage thereby, within one year 
but not afterwards, to represent by petition to the said court 
of Quarter Sessions the damage he has sustained, whereupon 
the same proceedings shall be had, and the damages, if any, 
sustained, after being approved of by the said court, shall be 
paid out of the city treasury. 

Sect. III. The court of Quarter Sessions of Lancaster 
county, shall be and are hereby authorised and required when- 
ever suggested by the board of county commissioners, to ap- 
point one or more suitable person or persons as superintend- 
ent or superintendents of the public brides, erected wholly 
or in part at the expense ot the county, whose duty it shall be 
to cause all such necessary repairs to be made and done to 
any or all of the said bridges, as may be directed by the said 
county commissioners, the expenses of which shall be paid, 
on the order of the safd commissioners or a majority of them, 
out of the county treasury: Provided, that before any such 
superintendent shall enter upon the duties of his appoint- 
ment he shall take an oath or affirmation before some judge, 
alderman or justice of the peace, to be filed in the said court, 
for the faithful discharge of the duties which shall be assigned 
him as superintendent, by the said board of commissioners: 
And provided, that such superintendent or superintendents 
may be removed from office whenever the said court may 
think proper. 



ACT of 14th April, 1828. 

-A. supplement to 'An act for the better regulation of the city of Laxi.- 
caster, and relative to the repair of the public bridges in Lancaster 
county,' passed the twelfth day of April, 1828. 

Sect. I. That the proceedings for ascertaining the dama- 
ges sustained by the owner of any ground or other property Pamphlet 
through which any street, lane or alley shall be laid out in the laws 1827-28. 
city of Lancaster, under the provisions of the act to which Aate»No.l4. 
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this is a supplement, shall be the same as is provided for itt i 

the fourteenth section of the act, entitled "An act for laying t 

out, making and keeping in repair the public roads and high* c 

ways within this commonwealth, and for laying out private i 

roads," passed the sixth day of April, one thousand eight 1 
hundred and two. 



(The following acts oj assembly of a public nature are con- 
sidered proper to be inserted in this digest, as relating to 
the highways and bridges of this commonwealth.) 

ACT of 27th March, 1819—7 Smith 197. 

An act to prevent the removal of flag staffs, beacons or buoys in any of 
the navigable streams within this commonwealth. 

47. Sect. 1. If any person or persons shall wilfully or mali- 
ciously take down, injure, remove or in any manner damage or 
destroy any flag, flag staff, beacon, buoy, or other way marks, 
or water marks, which now are or hereafter may be put up, 
erected, or placed in any of the streams that are or may be 
declared public highways within the jurisdiction of this com- 
monwealth, under the direction or by order of any commis- 
sioners appointed, or hereafter to be appointed to superintend 
the expenditure of any appropriation made by the legislature 
for the improvement ot the navigation of any of the said H 
streams, shall upon due proof made in the usual manner, 
before any court of quarter sessions having competent juris- 
diction, and on conviction thereof, forfeit and pay for every 
such offence, any sum not less than twenty dollars nor more 
than two hundred dollars, and be liable to imprisonment for 
any period not exceeding six months; and tne fines and for- 
feitures so accruing, shall be paid into the treasury of the 
proper county, and so much thereof as will be necessary to 
replace or repair the flag, flag staff, beacon, buoy or other 
way mark or water mark so destroyed or injured, shall be 
applied to that purpose. 



ACT of 6th March, 1820— Purdon 734. 

An act relative to the owners and drivers of public stages and other 
carriages for the conveyance of passengers, and for other purposes. 

48. Sect. I. From and after the first day of July next, if 
the driver of any public stage, mail coach, coachee or carri- 
age, shall leave the same with the horses attached thereto, 
without some suitable person to attend to and take care of 
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gflch horses, or securely fastening the same, such driver, and 
the owner or owners, or any of them, of such stage, mail 
coach, coachee or carriage, shall for every such offence forfeit 
and pay any sum not less than ten nor mare than fifty dol- 
lars, one moiety whereof shall go to the person giving* infor- 
mation of the commission of such offence, and the other 
moiety to the stock of the county where such offence sluill 
have been committed: Provided^ that the party aggrieved 
shall have a right to appeal to the next court of common 
pleas of the county wherein the offence was committed. 

Sect. tl. If any wagoner* carter* drayman or driver of 
any stage, mail coach, coachee or carriage, shall wilfully and 
vexatiously obstrucf or delay any person or persons travelling 
on the public highways of this commonwealth, he shall tor 
every such offence forfeit and pay the sum of twenty dollars, 
one half whereof shall go to the person giving information of 
the commission of such offence, and the other moiety to the 
stock of the county where the offence shall have been com-* 
mitted. 

Sect. III. The said penalties may be recovered before 
any alderman or justice of the peace, in the same manner as 
suras not above one hundred dollars are now by law recovered, 
and in any suit or action brought to recover the same, the 
informer shall be a competent witness, leaving his credibility 
as in other cases, to be judged of by the proper authority de- 
termining the same: And no such suit or action shall be 
abated, nor a nonsuit therein ordered on account of the 
Barnes of all the owners of any such stage, mail coach, 
coachee or carriage, not being embraced as defendants, but 
it shall be lawful to bring and sustain any such suit or action 
against' any one or more of the said owners: Provided, that 
no suit or action shall be brought against any person for the 
penaltv incurred by a violation of the provisions of this act* 
after the expiration of thirty days from the commission of the 
tffence* 



ACT of 19th March, 1834.— Purdon 736. 

An Act for the preservation of wooden bridges within this common* 
wealth. 

49. Sect 4 . I. If any person or persons, shall, after the 
passage of this act, wilfully ride, drive or lead, or cause to be 
rode, driven or led, any horse, mare or gelding, or shall wil- 
fully drive or cause to be driven, any way.on, cart, carriage, 
sleigh, sled or other vehicle, either of burthen or pleasure. 
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faster than on a walk, when crossing any wooden bridge within 
this commonwealth, where the length or span of the arch or 
arches of such bridge shall be sixty feet or upwards, he, she or 
they so offending, shall be liable to pay for every such offence, 
a line or penalty of not less than hve dollars, nor exceeding 
thirty dollars, to be recovered in the manner hereinafter men- 
tioned. 

Sect* II. If any person or persons, shall, after the passage 
of this act, wilfully drive or cause to be driven, more than 
fifteen head of horned cattle, at any one time, or shall wil- 
fully drive or cause to be driven, any cattle faster than on a 
walk, over and upon any wooden bridge, within this com- 
monwealth, where the length or span of the arch or arches of 
the said bridge, shall be sixty feet or upwards, he, she or they 
so offending shall be liable to pay for every such offence, a 
fine or penalty of not less than five dollars, nor exceeding 
thirty dollars, to be recovered in the manner herein after 
mentioned: Provided however, that the provisions of this and 
the foregoing section, shall not be construed to extend to 
bridges erected by and being under the care of companies 
incorporated by any act or acts of assembly of this common- 
wealth, or in any wise to impair any right or privilege which 
any such company or companies now has or have, to make 
regulations for the preservation of the bridge or bridges sever- 
ally under their care. 

Sect. III. It shall be the duty of the supervisors of the 
public roads, within the townships wherein now are or here- 
after may be situated, any bridge or bridges, intended to be 
protected bv the foregoing provisions of this act, or other 
persons having charge of the same, to place and constantly 
to keep up in a conspicuous place, at or nea« each end of such 
bridges, a notice of the fines and penalties herein before men- 
tioned and imposed, for the information of travellers, wagon* 
ers, drovers and others, crossing such bridges; and all and 
every supervisor or supervisors of the public roads, or other 
persons naving charge of any such bridge or bridges, who 
shall refuse or neglect to comply with the directions of this 
section, shall pay a fine of not less than five dollars, nor ex- 
ceeding twenty dollars, to be recovered in a summary way, 
before any alderman or justice of the peace of the proper city 
or county: Provided however, that if any such supervisor or 
supervisors, or other persons, shall conceive himself or them- 
selves to be aggrieved by the judgment of such alderman or 
justice of the peace, he or they may appeal by petition, to the 
next mayor's court or court ot genet al quarter sessions of the 
peace, of the proper city or county, who shall take such order 
thereon as to them shall seem just and reasonable: Jind pro- 
vided also, that when any such bridge or bridges shall be 
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situated within the limits of two townships, it shall be the 
duty of the supervisors of the public roads within such town- 
ships, to place and keep up the notice requii ed in this section, 
on! j at or near such end* of the said bridge or bridges, as 
shail be situate within their respective townships. 

Sect, IV. The fines and penalties imposed by the first and 
second sections of this act, may be recovered by indictment, 
in the court of general quarter sessions of the peace, of the 
proper county, or by action of debt in the name of the com- 
monwealth, before any alderman or justice of the peace, of 
the proper city or county, to be recovered in the same man- 
ner as debts of equal amount are now by law recoverable: 
Provided however, that all prosecutions or actions for the re- 
covery of the same, shall be commenced within three months 
after the offence shall have been committed: And provided 
also, that the said fines and penalties shall not be recovera- 
ble unless notice thereof was placed in the manner prescribed 
in the third section of this act, at the time the offence was 
committed. 

Sect. V. One moiety of all fines and penalties recovered 
under the foregoing provisions of this act, shall be paid to 
the prosecutor or informer prosecuting or suing for the same, 
and the other moiety to the supervisor of the public roads, or 
other persons having charge of any bridge or bridges, upon 
which the said offence shall have been committed, to be by 
them applied to repairing the public roads, or to keeping the 
said bridge or bridges in repair. 

Sect. VL If any person er persons, shall, after the passage 
•f this act, wilfully set fire to any wooden bridge, within 
this commonwealth, with intent to destroy the same, or shall 
be an accessary or accessaries thereto, before the fact, such 
person or persons so offending and being thereof legally con- 
victed, shall suffer an imprisonment at hard labor, in the gaol 
of the proper county, for a time not less than one year, nor 
more than three years; and pay a fine not exceeding two 
thousand dollars, at the discretion of the court, before whom 
he, she or thev shall be so convicted, which fine shall be paid 
to the supervisors of the public roads, corporations or other 
persons having charge of such bridge, to be applied, bytheity 
in repairing or rebuilding' the same. 
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NOTES. 

Unless it be stated in the retnrn.of the reviewers that they 
were all sworn, the proceedings will be quashed. 3 SergH 
& Rawle 210. 

To make a bridge a county charge, it must appear by the 
report of the viewers, that five of them had viewed the place, 
and that such bridge was necessary. 4 Yeates 434. 

\ certiorari to remove a road must set out its beginning 
and ending, otherwise it will be quashed. 4 Yeates 433. 

The expense of a view is not chargeable to the county, but 
must be pi id by the losing party. Sherer vs. Hodgson. 1 
Binney535. 

The court will presume that the place where the damage 
arising from opening a road, happened, was within the juris- 
diction of the quarter sessions, unless it appears to the con* 
trary by the record. Baltimore turnpike. 5 Binney 484. 

Where the quarter sessions ordered that notice should be 
given to the county commissioners of the meeting of the view- 
ers, and it appeared that two of the commissioners attended 
the view, notice will be presumed by the supreme court, on- 
exception to the proceedings. 2 Binney 2.50. 

It is not necessary that an appointment of viewers to lay 
out a road should state that they are * freeholders and inhabit- 
ants near where complaint is made for want of a road,' al- 
though the act of assembly requires that they should be so. 
The supreme court will presume that the quarter sessions 
have made the appointment according to law. 2 Binney 254. 

A reference to the improvements through which a project- 
ed road is to pass, need not be made in the report of view- 
ers, &c. They may be shewn in the plot or draught. Ibid 255, 

The sessions have power to order a re-review of a road, al- 
though the act does not expressly authorise it. Ibid 256. 
3 Yeates 53. 

A review is a matter of right 3 Yeates 263. 

If it appears by the report of viewers that a county com- 
missioner attended the view, it will be presumed that notice 
was given to the commissioners, agreeably to the standing or- 
der of the sessions. 2 Binney 256. 

The supreme court will not hear evidence on a certiorari 
to the quarter sessions, to remove the proceedings in a road 
cause. Ibid 255. •* 

A report of a road by viewers, without a plot or draft in 
addition to the courses and distances, is bad. 3 Binney 3. 

The legislature has a right to authorise a turnpike road 
company to lay out great public roads from town to town, 
through the propert y of individuals, without making any com- 
pensation to the owners; the six per cent, allowance by the 
state being expressly granted for that purpose. 6 Binney 509. 
3 Yeates 362. See o Yeates 156, 
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But in no other ease have they any power to take the pro* 
perty of individuals without making compensation. 1 Serg't 
& Rawle 514. 

The court may appoint viewers the same court the peti- 



^ tion is presented $ and that part of the l'.Hh section of the act 
^ of 6th April, 18U2, which requires the petition to be twice 
read at the first court, and no further proceedings to be had 
until the second court, is repealed. I Serg't and Rawle 142. 

Where commissioners are authorised by law fc to lay out 
and make a road,'' but no express power is given to them to 
determine its breadth, it rests with the court, and not the 
commissioners to determine the breadth; they can only direct 
i its course, i -ergeant and Rawle 487. 

And no such power is given to the commissioners by the 
expressions in the law 'that the road shall be opened and kept 
in repair in the same manner as other roads laid out by the 
authority of the court, &c. 5 / id. 

It is not necessary that a petition for a road should state 
whether it is tor a public or a private road; this is to be deci- 
ded by the viewers, and must be stated in their report. 4 
flinney 174. 

No one of the petitioners can act as a reviewer. 5 Binney 612. 
Where a certain number of individuals are authorised to 
do an act of a public nature, all must deliberate, but a ma- 
jority may decide: but where the act is of a private nature, 
it must be the joint att of all. 5 Binney 481. 

As, where authority is given to any number of persons to 
view and adjudge the damage done by the opening of a road, 
thev must ail view, which is a deliberative act, but a majority 
of them may adjudge the damage. Ibid. 

There can be no right by custom although long used, to 
land or receive freight on the freehold of another on the banks 
«f a navigable river, without the owuer's consent. 1 
Yeates 167. 

An exemption from toll when passing from one part of a 
farm to another, along the road, in turnpike road laws does 
not extend to farms detached from each other. 4 Yeates 416. 

The public have a right of passage on a highway, but the 
title to the soil, stones, wood and grass thereon, still continue 
in the owner of the land. 1 Yeates 167. 3 Smith 5£4. 

If a traveller is on the wrong side of the road, and there 
is room enough for another traveller to pass him without in- 
jury, but who chooses to take the right side of the road, 
which is apparently hazardous, he is, notwithstanding his 
being on the right side of the road, liable for all damage he may 
do the first traveller. 2 S. & Lowb. 455. 

A report of a jury appointed to inquire what damages may 
be sustained by the owners of property, in consequence of 
opening a road, need not expressly state that tiv^j faA \s» 



ROADS. 



damage has been sustained by persons whose claims have been 
laid before them and decided upon. 2 Serg't & Rawle 277. 

A report of such jury stating certain facts on which they 
submit to the court whether damages should be given or not 
is bad. Ibid. 

A substantial compliance with the provisions of the general 
road law of the sixth April, one thousand eight hundred 
and two, is all that is required. 4 Serg't & Rawle 108. 

The word road, used generally in our laws., is uniformly 
applied to public roads, unless where the word private is pre- 
fixed, and is synonymous with the term highway. Per Yeates. 
Com. vs. Arnold. 3 Yeates 421. 

In common parlance the word street is equivalent to high- 
way: Therefore, where the petition and report were for a 
street the proceedings were confirmed. 4 Serg't & Rawle 106, 

A road leading from the house of A. into a public road may 
be confirmed as a private road, though the viewers have not 
reported that it was necessary as a private road. 

And the order of confirmation need not specify how it must 
be opened and kept in repair. 

No general rule can be laid down as to what precision in 
stating definite points where a road shall begin or end, is ne- 
cessary in a petition. Kyle's road. 4 Yeates 514. 

It is not necessary that the viewers should reside in the 
township through which the road would pass. Road from 
Poquessing, &c. 1 Browne 210. 

The description of a road prayed for by petition, as begin- 
ning at a dwelling house which is known and ending at a pub- 
lic road is sufficiently certain. 9 Serg't & Rawle 35. 

A road from the plantation or dwelling house of a petition- 
er, to or from the public highway, or any place of public re- 
sort, as described in the seventeenth section of the act of sixth 
April, one thousand eight hundred and two, is a private road, 
to be laid out, &c. in the manner therein prescribed, and 
there is no authority in any court of quarter sessions to have 
it laid out as a public road. Ibid. 

The report of viewers vacating an old road and substitut- 
ing a new one must be accompanied with a plot or draught of 
the part vacated, as well as the new road substituted, with 
the courses and distances. Case of Rutherford's road. 
10 Serg't & Rawle 120. 

Under the first section of the act of third April, eighteen 
hundred and four, the whole twelve viewers must be sworn; 
if only ten of the twelve appointed by the court are sworn, 
and proceed to act, their proceedings are irregular. If 
twelve are appointed and sworn, two who do not view have 
aright to be present and give their opinions at the delibera- 
tions which afterwards take place. AnteaNo. 4S. 7 Serg't & 
Rawle 444. 
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It need not appear in the body of the report of review of a 
road that all the viewers viewed; it is sufficient if it be made 
to appear to the satisfaction of the court below, by deposi- 
tion. 1 3 Serg't & Ra wle 25, 

Though it may not appear in the report of the reviewers or 
the draught of the road returned that there were no improve- 
ments, that fact may be made to appear in the court below, 
by evidence. Ibid. 

It is not necessary, in the return of viewers laying open a 
road, that the reference to improvements should appear on 
the draught; it is sufficient if from the whole report, includ- 
ing the draught, the court receive information of the improve- 
ments through which the road passes. M 'Cord's road. 13 
Serg't & Rawle 83. 

Under the act of the third of April, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and four, a reference to the improvements through which 
a road passes, either in the report of the viewers or the draught 
annexed, where it appears there are improvements, is essen- 
tial, and the want of it is a fatal defect L3 Serg't & Rawle 
445. 

It seems if it does not appear to the court that the road 
passes through improved lands, they will not presume it. Ibid* 

Re-reviewers are not restricted to a simple approbation or 
rejection of a road as originally reported, but may return a 
different one. 14 Serg't & Rawle 31. 

Re-reviewers are not bound to return a draft of the road 
which they are directed to re-review, but may return only a 
draft of that which they themselves recommend. 

The prior drafts being in possession of the court it would 
be incurring useless expense in returning duplicates. Ibid 32. 

Tne court of quarter sessions has no right to make a mate- 
rial Alteration in the report of viewers of a road because it 
appears that the surveyor has not pursued the directions of 
the viewers. Ibid £04t 
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ROAD FORMS. 



Petition for laying out a public road, 1 

Order, 2 

Return, 3 

Confirmation, 4 

Petition for review of a road, 5 

Order, 6 

Return, ? 

Return, 8 

Confirmation, 9 

Petition for a private road, 10 
Petition for valuing lands on public 

road, 11 

Order, 12 

Oath, &c. 13 

Report, 14; 

Confirmation, 15 
Petition for valuing lands on private 

road, 16 
Petition for annulling confirmation of 

road, before opened, \7 

Order, 18 

Report, 19. 

Confirmation, 20 

Petition for vacating a road, 21 

Order, 22 

Report, 23 



Confirmation, 24 
Petition for vacating state road, 25 
Petition for a gate on private road, 2<y 
Order, 27 
Report, 28 
Confirmation, 29 
Petition for road on county lines, 30 
Order, 31 
Report, 32 
Confirmation, 33 
Petition for a bridge, 34 
Order, 35 
Report, 36 
Certificate of record, 37 
Petition of commissioners, 3S 
Order, 39 
Report, 40 
Confirmation, 41 
Petition for erecting a bridge on coun- 
ty line, 42 
Order, 43 
Report, • 44 
Petition of commissioners, 45 
Order, 46 
Report, 47 
'Confirmation, 48 



1 . Petition for laying out a public road. 

To the judges of the court of common pleas of the county of 
now holding; a court of quarter sessions of the 
peace in and for the said county. 

The petition of sundry inhabitants of the township (or 
Ptirdon 718 town8h, P 8 ) °f in the saiJ county, respectfully 

AnteaNo.l'. represent: 

That your petitioners labor under ffreat inconvenience for 
wanfof a public road or highway, to lead from 
to 

Your petitioners, therefore, pray the court to appoint prop- 
er persons to view and lay out the same according to law. 

And they will, &c. 

OCT* There must be no intermediate points made in the road prayed 
fiJr* 
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2. Order of court. 
Gounty, ss. 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace of the county 
held at in and for the said coun- 

ty, on the day of A. D. 182 before the judges 

of the same court. 

Upon the petition ot sundry inhabitants of the township {or 
townships) of in the said county, setting forth that 

they labor under great raconvenience tor want of a road or 
highway, to lead front to and therefore, 

praying the court to appoint proper persons to view and lay 
out the same according to law: whereupon, the court, upon Pur don 71 
due consideration had of the premises, do order and appoint *^ ntea No - 
O. H. I. J. K. and L. who after bein$» respectively sworn 
or affirmed to perform the duties of their appointment with 
impartiality and fidelity, are to view the ground proposed for 
the said roadj and if they, or any five of them, view the 
same, and any four of the actual viewers agree that there is 
occasion for such road, they shall proceed to lay out the same, 
as agreeable to the desire of the petitioners as maybe, having 
respect to the best ground for a road, and the shortest dis* 
tance, in such a manner as to do the least injury to private 
property; and shall make report theref, stating particularly 
whether they judge tjie same necessary for a public or private 
road, together with a plot or draft thereof, and the courses 
and distances, and references to the improvements through . 
which it may pass, to the n^xt court of quarter sessions, to 
be held tor the said county. In which report they shall state 
that they have been sworn or affirmed according to law. 

By the court 

Clerk. 

« Place of seal 
' of the court of 
quartern-sessions. 



03* If the orfler is oo a petition for a privateVoad, omit in it the 
words, «« stating particularly whether they judge thje same necessary for 
a public or private road. v 
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3. Return. 

To the judges within named. 

We, the subscribers, appointed by the within order of 
court, to view and lay out the road therein mentioned, do re- 
A t N 1 P or * ? * na * * n P ursuancc °f * ne 9a ^ order, having been res- 
AntcaNo°35' P^ctively sworn or affirmed, according to law, we have view- 
Purdon 718. ei * anc * * a *d ou *» an( * ^° return for public [or private] use the 
following road, to wit; Beginning, &c. [hee des:rihe tlte 
courses and distances in words at length, together with refer- 
ences to the improvements through which it passes.] a plot or 
draft whereof is hereto annexed. 

W itness our hands and seals the day of 
A. D. 182 

O S.] [ L . 9.] 

[L. S.J [L. S.] 

[l. s.] [l. S.] 



Another* 

To the judges within named. 

We, the subscribers, do report: That in pursuance of the 
within order of court, having been respectively sworn or af- 
firmed, according to law, we have viewed the route of the 
proposed road, as within mentioned, and are of opinion that 
there is no occasion to lay out the same, 

Witness ou r hands and seals, the day of 
Anno Domini, 182 

[l. s.] [l. s.] 

[l. s.] O s.] 

[l. s.] [l. s.] 

%y By an act of assembly of 24th March, 1818, all viewers and re- 
viewers of roads and sites of bridges (if a magistrate cannot be conve* 
jiientJy had) may be qualified by one of their own body. Antea No . 36 
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4. Order of confirmation. 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace, of the county 
held at in and for the said county, 

on the day of A. D< 182 before the judges 

of. the same court. 

The viewers appointed by an order of this court of 
Sessions, last past, to view and lay out a road from 
&c. to &c do report: that in pursuance of the said 

order, they have viewed and laid out, and do report for pub- 
lic (or private) use the following road, to wit: Beginning, 
&c. a plot or draft whereof is to the said report 

annexed, which report being read in the manner and at 'the 
times prescribed by law, the court approve of and confirm the 
said road for public (oY private) use, and order and direct 
that it be entered of record, and shall henceforth be taken, 
deemed lind allowed to be a lawful public (on private) road or 
highway; and the court further direct, that the said road shall 
be opened of the breadth of feet, agreeably to the 

courses and distances aforesaid, of which the supervisors of 
the highways of the townships through which the said road 
passes are to take, notice and govern themselves accordingly* 

By the court. 

i * '• \ Clerk* 

Place of seal 
of the court of • 
quarter sessions. 



5. Petition for review of abroad: 

To the judges of the court of common pleas, of the county 
of , now holding a court of quarter ses- 

sions of the peace, in and for the said county. 

The petition of sundry inhabitants of the township (or 
townships) of in the said county, respectfully re- 

present: 

That a road hath been lately laid out by order of court from, 
&c. (here set forth the road as reported by tfie ofigiriid viewers ) purdon / 
which road, if confirmed by the court, will.be very injurious AnteaNo 
to your petitioners and burthensome to the inhabitants of the 
township (or townships) through which the same passes. 

Your petitioners, therefore, pray the court to appoint prop- 
er persons to review the said road and parts adjacent, ami 
make report to the court according to law. 

And they v<\U> 
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6. . Order for review. 

At a c6urt of quarter sessions of the peace of the county 
of held at in and the said coun- 

ty, on the day of A. D. 182 before 

the judges of the same court. 

Upon the petition of sundry inhabitants of the township 
(or townships) of in the said county, setting 

forth that a road hath lately been laid out, by order of court, 
from, &c* which road, if confirmed by the court, will 

be very injurious to your petitioners, and burthensome to the 

"Purdon 733. inhabitants of the township (or townships) through which the 

Antes* No. 36 same passes, and, therefore, praying the court to appoint 
proper persons to review the said road and parts adjacent, 
and make report to the court, according to law: whereupon, 
the court, oil due consideration, do order and appoint G. H. 
1. J. K. and L. who, after being respectively sworn or af- 
firmed, to perform the duties of their appointment with im- 
partiality and fidelity, arc to review tlie said road and parts- 
adjacent; and if any five of them review the same, and any 
four of the actual reviewers agree that there is occasion for such 
a road they shall proceed to lay out the same, as agreeable to 
the desire of the petitioners rts may be, having respect to the 
best ground for a road, and the shortest distance, in such a 

Furdon 718. maTiner as *° do the least injury to private property; and 
725! shall make report thereof, stating particularly whether they 

Antea No. l. judge the same necessary for a public or private road, togeth- 
and 22. er with a plot or draft of thereof, and the courses and distan- 
ces, and references to the improvements through which it may 
pass, to the next court of quarter sessions, to beheld for the 
said county. In which report they shall state that they have 
been sworn or affirmed, according to law. 

By the court. 

Clerk. 

Place of seal 
of the court of 
quarter sessions. 
<Li / 
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I 7. Return on order of review. 

sut/J To the judges within named. 



conr. 



>ef<M: We, the subscribers, appointed to- review the road within 
Mentioned, and parts adjacent, do report: that in pursuance 
of the said order, after having been iespectively sworn or 
Tiihi;! affirmed, according to law, we did review the same, and have 
ettin: laid out for public (or private J use, the following road, to 
court,: wit: Beginning, &c. (here describe the courses and distances 
in words at length, together with references to the improve- 
to k ments through which it passes) a plot or draft whereof is 
chtk Hereunto annexed. 
)poii 

teen: Witness our hands and seals, the day of 

^1 A- D. 18S 

[l. s~] \ju s.] 



El- 

LV 



[l. s.] [l. s.] 



r ail 

■ im- 

! tt. 

St 



8. Return on order of review* 

To the judges within named. 

We, the subscribers, appointed to review the road withirt 
mentioned, and parts adjacent, do report: that in pursuance 
of the said order, after having been respectively sworn or 
affirmed, according to law, we did review the same, and 
in our opinion there is no occasion for such a road. 

Witness our hands and seals this day of 
A.I). 182 

|> s.] [ L . s.] 

[l. s.] [ l . s. j 

iL. *.] [>. S.] 
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9. Order of confirmation of review. 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace, of the county 
of held at £ in and for the said 

county, on the day of A. D. 18# 

before the judges of the same court. 

The persons appointed by an order of this court, of 
sessions, last past, to review a certain road, laid out from 
&c. to &c. and parts adjacent, do 

report: that in pursuance of the said order they have review- 
ed and laid out, for public (or private) use, the following road, 
to wit: Beginning, &c. a plot or draft whereof 

is to the said report annexed; which report being read in the 
manner and at the times prescribed by law, the court approve 
of and confirm the said road for public (or private) use, and 
order and direct that it be entered of record, and shall hence- 
forth be taken, deemed and allowed to be a lawful public (or 
private) road or highway; and the court further direct that 
the said road shall be opened of the breadth of 
feet, agreeably to the courses and distances, aforesaid, of 
which the supervisors of the highways of the townships 
through which the said road passes arc to take notice and gov- 
ern themselves accordingly. 

By the court. 

f ^ Glerk. 

Place of seal 
of the court of 
quarter sessions. 



10. Petition for laying out a private road. 

To the judges of the court of common pleas of the county 
of now holding a court of quarter sessions of 

the peace, in and for the said county. 

The petition of A. B. of the county of respectfully 
isnresents: 

That your petitioner labours under great inconvenience for 
want of a private road, to lead from the public road running 
AuteaNo.17 f rom to to the plantation (or dwelling house) 

page 12 of your petitioner, in said county; your petitioner, therefore, 
prays the court to appoint proper persons to view and lay out 
the same according to law. And he will, &c. 

(Ej* The form of the order and other proceedings on application for 
private roads will be the same as for public roads, except omitting in 
the order the words, "stating particularly whether they judge the 
same necessary for a public or private roa4." 
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11. Petition for valuing lands on a public road. 

To the judges of the court of common pleas of the county of 
now holding a court of quarter sessions of the 
peace in and for the said county. 

The petition of the subscriber (or subscribers) of the town- 
ship of m the said county, respectfully represent: 

That a public road or highway was lately laid out and open- Purdon 723 
ed, by order of this court, from &c. to &c. AnteaNo. 14 

which road is laid out and opened through the land of your page U 
petitioner (or petitioners.) Your petitioner, (or petitioners) 
therefore, pray the court to appoint proper persons to view 
and adjudge, in the manner prescribed by law, the amount of 
the damage sustained by him, (or them respectively) and 
make report accordingly. 

And he (or they) will, &c. 



12. Order for valuing lands on public road. 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace of the county 
of held at in and for the said county, 

on the day of A. D. 182 before the 

Judges of the same court 

Upon the petition of A. & B. &c of county, 
stating that a public road or highway {or private road, as the 
case may be) was lately laid out and opened by order of this 
court, from, &c. to &c. which road is laid out 
and opened through the lands of said petitioners (or petition- Purdon 730 
er) and praying the court to appoint proper persons to view AnteaNo 27 
and adjudge, in the manner prescribed by law, the damage page 
sustained by them, respectively, (or him) by reason of the 
said road passing through the petitioners lands: whereupon, 
the court, upon due consideration, do order and appoint O. 
P. &c. six disinterested men to view and adjudge the amount 
of the damage (if any) sustained by the petitioners (or peti- Pur( j on 
tioner) by reason of the said road; who shall, before they AnteaNo. 35 
proceed to assess the said damages take the oath or affirma- page 19 
tion prescribed by the act of assembly, and who shall also 
in assessing said damages take into consideration the advan- Purdon 723 
tages derived from the said road passing through the lands of AnteaNo - * 4 
the said petitioners (or petitioner.) And the court do further pa ^ e • 
order that the said petitioners (or petitioner) give notice of 
the time of holding such view to one or more of the commis- 
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sioners -of the said county of (if a private road say 

" to tlie party or parties interested in the said road") and 
that the viewers aforesaid do make report of their proceed- 
ings herein to the next court according to law. 

By the court. 

ClerL 



Place of seal 
of the court of 
quarter sessions. 



13. Oath of viewers of damages. 

Vou and each of you do swear ( or " solemnly^ sincerely 
Purdou 723 an ^ tru ty declare or affirm?' ) that you will justly and truly 
Purdon 730 value the damages (if any) which the petitioners in this order 
Antea No. 14 mentioned, have sustained by reason of the road which has 

page 11 been laid out through their lands, and that you will alsocon- 
Antea No. 27 sider the advantage as well as the disadvantage of the said 

page 16 roa d. g ne ip vou (j 0( j. 



14. Report. 

To the judges within named. 

We, the subscribers, appointed by the within order of 
court, to view and assess the damages sustained (if any) by 
the petitions, A. B. &c by reason of the premises in 

the said order mentioned, do report: that having been previ- 
ously sworn and affirmed, according to law, we did view the 
lands through which the within mentioned road passes; and 
that upon due consideration, as well of the advantages as 
disadvantages arising to the petitioners, we are of opinion that 
A. has sustained damage to the amount of and 
that B. has sustained damage to the amount of 
respectively, and do report the same to the said court accord- 
ingly. 

Witness our hands and seals, this day of 

A. D. 182 

[l. s.] [l. s.} 

[L. 9.] [L. S.] 
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15, Confirmation of report of damages occasioned 
by a public road. 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace, of the county 
of held at in and for the said county, 

on the day of A. D. 182 before tne 

judges of the same court 

The persons appointed by order* 
of this court, of sessions, last past, to view and ad* 

judge the amount of the damage (if any) sustained by A. and 
B. by reason of a public road or highway (or private road, as 
the case may be) lately laid out and opened by order of this 
Court, from, &c. to &c. through the lands of the 

petitioners, A. and B. did report: that, having been previous- 
ly sworn and affirmed, according to law, they did view the 
lands through which the said road passes, and that upon due 
consideration, as well of the advantages as disadvantages 
arising to the petitioners, were of opinion that A. has sustain- 
ed damage to the amount of and that B. has sustain- 
ed damage to the amount of respectively and did 
accordingly adjudge the same; which report being read, the 
court, on due consideration, do approve of and confirm the * on K . 
same, and adjudge that the said sum of be paid to A. tei L^ 3 
and that the said sum of be paid to B. by the treas- 
urer of the county of out of the county stock, (or if 
a private road, say "by the party or parties interested," to wit: 
%1 2?. fyc.) according to law. 

By the court. 

Sferfc 



Place of seal 
of the court or" 
quarter sessions! 



16. Petition for valuing lands on private road. 

To the judges of the court of common pleas of the county 
of now holding a court of quarter sessions of the 

peace, in and for the said county. 

The petition of the subscriber (or subscribers) of the town- Puw | on 7 
•hip of in the said county, respectfully represents: AnteaNo. 

That a private road has been lately laid out and opened by page 
order of this court, on the petition of A. B. & C« passing 
through the lands of your petitioner {or petitioners.) 



50 HOADS. 

Your petitioner, (or petitioners) therefore, prays the court 
to appoint proper persons to view and adjudge, in the manner 
prescribed by law, the damage sustained by him (or them res- 
pectively) by reason of the said road passing through the peti- 
tioners lands, and make report accordingly. 

And he (or they) will, &c. 



17- Petition for annulling proceedings had m 
road before the same is opened. 

To the judges of the court of common pleas, of the county 
of now holding a court of quarter sessions ot the 

peace, in and for the said county. 

The petition of the subscribers, inhabitants residing in the 
said county, being a majority of the original petitioners, res- 
pectfully represent: 

That a petition was presented to this court, of sea- 
2ateaNo 33 s * ons > signed by your petitioners, praying the court 

C page 18 to a PP ^ propw persons to view and lay out a road from 
to which was accordingly done, and the 

said viewers, so appointed, alter being duly qualified, accor- 
ding to law, did view and iay out, and returned ior public 
(or private) u*e, a road: Beginning, &c which 
was, on due consideration, approved of and confirmed by the 
court; that the said road not yet having betSn opened, and it 
appearing to your petitioners to be useless^ and if opened 
would become burthensome. 

Your petitioners, therefore, pray the court to appoint prop- 
er persons not residing on the route of the said road, to view 
the same and make report according to law. 



And they will, &c. 
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18. Order. 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace of the county 
%T held at in and for the said county, on 

the day of A. D. 182 before the 

judges of the same court. 

Upon the petition of sundry inhabitants residing in the 
said county, being a majority A the original petitioners, stat- 
ing that a petition was presented to this court, of 
sessions signed by said petitioners, praying the 

court to appoint proper persons to view and lay out a road 
from to which was accordingly done; 

ind the said viewers, so appointed, after being duly qualifi- 
ed, according to law, did view and lay out and return for 
public (or private) use, a road : Beginning, &c. Antea nam 

which was, on due consideration, approved of and confirmed ig p ^ 
by the court; that the said roa ' not yet having been opened, 
and it appearing to said petitioners lobe useless, and if* open- 
ed, would become burthensome? and, therefore, praying the 
court to appoint proper persons not residing on the route of 
the said road, to view the same and make report according to 
law: whereupon, the court do order and appoint G. H. I. J. 
K. and L. who, afrer b*ing respectively sworn or affirmed to ca **** 

Eerform the duties of their appointment with impartiality and 
delity, are to view the said road so laid out, and to consider 
f and judge whether in their opinion the said road, if open- 
ed, will be useless and burthensome, and it they or any 
' five of them view the said road, and any four of the actual 
! viewers agree that the said road, if opened, will be useless and 
I . burthensome; they are to make report accordingly, and also 
that they have been sworn or affirmed according to law; which 
said report to be made to the next court of quarter sessions, 
to be held for the said county; 

By the court. 

€krh 

r \ 

1 Place of seal 
of the court of 
quarter sessions. 



no ADS. 



19. Report. 

To the judges within named. 

PHP We.the subscribers, appointed by the within order of court, 
* 8 to view the road therein mentioned, do report: that in pursue 

ance of the said order, having been respectively sworn or af- 
firmed, according to law, we have viewed the said road, and 
are of opinion the same, if opened, will (or will not) be use* 
less and burthensome. 

Witness our hands and seals, this day of 

A. D. 182 

[l. s.] [l. s.] 

[l. s.3 C L * s 

[l. s.] Ll. 



20. Confirmation, 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace of the county 
4)f held at in and for the said county, 

on the day of A. D. 182 before the 

judges of the same court. 

The persons appointed by order of this court, of 
sessions, A. D. to view a road laid out from, &c 

to &c. and to consider and judge 
whether the said road, if opened, will be useless and bur- 
thensome, who, having been sworn or affirmed, according to 
Pardon 732 j aWf do report, that they have viewed the said road, and are 
AnteaNo. 33 f pi n i on the same, if opened, will be useless and bur- 
page is thensome: 

Whereupon, the court do approve of and confirm the said 
report, and order that the confirmation heretofore made by 
this court, of the report and proceedings had to lay out the 
said road be annulled. 

By the court* 

Clerk: 



Place of seal 
of the court of 
quarter sessions. 
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21. Petition for vacating a road. 

To the judges of the court of common pleas of the county of 
now holding a court of quarter sessions of the 
peace in and for the said county. 

The petition of sundry inhabitants of the township (or 
townships) of in the said county, respectfully 

represent: 9 

That a road has been laid out from, &c. * to Piifdon 7: 

&c. which road, (or part oj which road, as the case AntcaNo. 
may be) Beginning, &c your petitioners conceive P 8 ?* 

is now become useless, inconvenient and burthensome to the 
inhabitants of said township (or townships). Your petition- 
ers, therefore, pray the court that the said road may be vaca- 
ted, agreeably to the act of assembly, in such case made and 
provided. 

And they will, &c. 

(CJ* The form of the petition and other proceedings to vacate and 
change the route of state roads, under the act of assembly, of the 11th 
of April, 1825, will be substantially the same as in the case of county 
jtoads. 



AnteaNos. 
and 
page 



22. Order on petition for vacating a road. 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace of the county 
of held at in and for the said county, on 

the day of A. D. 182 before the 

judges of the same court. 

Upon the petition of sundry inhabitants of the township 
for townships) of in the said county, stating that 

a road has been laid out from to which 

road, beginning, &c. your petitioners conceive is now 

"become useless, inconvenient and burthensome to the inhabi- 
tants of the said township (or townships) and, therefore, pray- 
ing the court that the said road may be vacated agreeably to Antca PN? 
the act of assembly, in such case made and provided: where- 
upon, the court do order and appoint G. H. I. J. K. and L. 
who, after being respectively sworn or affirmed, to perform 
the duties of their appointment with impartiality ana fideli- 
ty, are to view the road in the said petition prayed to be va- 
cated, and to consider and judge whether it is become use- 
less inconvenient and burthensome: and if they, or any five 
of them,view the said road, and any four of theaetual viewers 
agree that the same is become useless, inconvenient and bur- 
thensome, as aforesaid, they are to make report &qcw4ycv^ln 
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to the next court of quarter sessions, to be held for the feid 
county. In which report they shall state that they have been 
sworn or affirmed, according to law. 

By the court. 

tfferfc 



Place of seal 
of the court of 
quarter session*. 



23. Report. 



^Antca rage 
29 



To the judges within named. 

We, the subscribers, appointed by the within order of courts 
to view the road therein mentioned, do report, that in pursu- 
ance of the said order, having heen respectively sworn or af- 
firmed, according to law, we have viewed the said road, and 
that the same is (not) in our opinion useless, inconvenient 
and burthensome, and ought (not) therefore, to be vacated. 



Witness our hands and seals, this 
A. D. 183 

"l. s.^ 

_L. S.J 
JL. S.J 



dav of 



L. S 
L. S.' 
L. S. 



24. Confirmation of report of viewers on petition 
for vacating a road. 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace, of the county 
of held at in and for the said county, 

on the day of A.D.I 82 before the 

judges of the same court. 

The persons appointed by order of this court, of 
sessions, A. D. to view a road leading from, &c. 

to, &c. and to consider and judge 

^13 wne ^ lcr tne same ,s become useless, inconvenient and bur- 
19 thensome, who, having been sworn or affirmed, according to 
law, do report: that they have viewed the road therein men- 
tioned, and are of opinion that it is become useless, inconve- 
nient and burthensome to the inhabitants of the township (o? 
townships) through which it passes, and ought to be vacated: 
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thereupon the court approve of and confirm the said report, 
and order that the said road be vacated accordingly. 

By the court 

Clerk. 



Place of seal 
of the court of 
quarter sessions. 



25. Petition to vacate state road supplied by 
turnpike. 

To the judges of the court of common pleas of the county 
of now holding a court of quarter sessions of 

the peace, in and for the said county. 

The petition of the subscribers, respectfully represent: 
That part of the state road leading from to Purdon 754 

in the township (or t >iv/iships) of Antea Nj. 38 

and county aforesaid, has been supplied and rendered use- 39 
less by a substantial and permanent turnpike road, made and P a £ e 20 
completed, agreeably to law, from to 

Your petitioners, therefore, pray the court to appoint proper 
persons to view the said state road so supplied and rendered 
useless, and make report to the court according to law. 

And they will, &c. 

The form of order to viewers report and other proceedings will Purdon 734 
be substantially the same as in the case of applications to vacate coun- Antea No. 3& 
ty roads. The order will correspond with the petition, and the proceed- ana ^ 

togs* generally* be made to conform to the act of assembly on which * 
the petition is founded,, viz: Act of 17ih Maich, 1820. 

26. Petition for a gate on private road. 

To the judges of the court of common pleas of the county 
of now hoidiug a court of quarter sessions of 

the peace, in and for the said county. 

The petition of the subscribers, of the township of 
in the said county, respectfully represent: 

That your petitioners labour under gi eat inconveniencies p ur do n T24, 
for want of the privilege of hanging a swinging gate or gates Antea No. 18 
oil a private road, leading from, &c. to, &c. pag-e 12 

They, therefore, pray the court to appoint proper persons 
to view and judge of the propriety of granting them the priv- 
ilege aforesaid, according to law. 

And the v will. &c 
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27. Order for a gate. 

County, 88. 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace, of the count/ 
of held at in and for the said county, on 

the day of A.D. 182 before the 

judges of the same court. 

Purdon 724 Upon the petition of A. B. C. D. &c. of township, 
Antea No. 18 in the said county, setting forth that they labor under great 
page 12 inconveniencies for want of the privilege of hanging a swinging 
gate or gates on a private road, leading from, &c. 
to &c. and praying the court to appoint proper per- 

sons to view and judge of the propriety of granting them the 
privilege aforesaid; whereupon, the court, upon due conside- 
ration had of the premises, do order and appoint G. H. I. f. I 
K. and L. who, after being duly sworn or affirmed to per* 
form the duties ot their appointment with impartiality and 4 
fidelity, are to view the said road andinquire and judge wheth- ' 
er such gate or gates may without much ineonveniency to the 
persons for whose use the said road was granted, be hung on 
the same, and do direct that they or any four of them make 
Antea page report accordingly, to the next court of quarter sessions. In 
19 which report they shall state that they have been sworn or af- ] 

firmed according to law. 

By the court* 

f > Clerk 

Place of seal 
of the court of 
quarter sessions, 
v / 



28. Report on order for gate. 

To the judges within named. 

We, the subscribers, appointed by the within order of court, 
A U J d °N 18 to view and J ud S e °f tl,e propriety ot hanging a swinging' 
n e paJe 12 8 ate or gate 8 , 011 tne roa( l therein mentioned, do report: that 
after being first sworn or affirmed, according to said order, 
we have viewed the premises, and are of opinion that a gate 
may be hung upon the said road, at accordi tig to 

the prayer of the petitioners, without much ineonveniency to 
the persons using the said road. 

Witness our hands and seals, this day of 

A. D. 182 

|> s.] [l. s.] 

[>. 8.] [L. S.] 
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29. Confirmation* 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace of the county 
of held at in and for the said coun- 

ty, on the day of A. D. 182 before the judges 
of the same court. 

The persons appointed by order of this court, of 
sessions, last past, to view and judge ot the propriety of 
granting to the petitioners, A. B. &c. the privilege of hang- 
ing a swinging gate or gates on a private road leading from 

&c. and whether the same might be hung accord- ^ntea No. 18 
ing to the prayer of the party without much inconveniency to page" 12 
the persons using the said road, after being first sworn or af- 
firmed, according to said order, did report, that they have 
viewed the premises, and are of opinion that a gate may be 
hung upon the said road, at according to the prayer 

of the petitioners, without much inconveniency to the persons 
using the said road; which report being read, the court, on 
due consideration, do approve of and confirm the same, and 
do order that the said gate may be hung on the said road ac- 
cordingly, and that the same shall be made and kept in repair by 
the owner of the land, and made easy for the passage of per- 
sons using the said road. 

By the court. 
( \ Clerk. 

Place of seal 
of the court of 
quarter sessions. 
\ * / 



30. Petition for laying out a road on county tine. 

To the judges of the court of common pleas of the county 
of now holding a court of quarter sessions of 

the peace, in and for the said county. 

The petition of the subscribers, inhabitants of the counties Pim j on 731 
of and respectfully represent: AnteaNo.29 

That your petitioners labor under great inconvenience for page 1J 
want of a public road or highway to lead, on the line which 
divides the said counties, from in county, to 

in county 5 your petitioners, therefore, pray 

the court to appoint proper persons to view and lay out the 
same according to law. And they will, &€• 

8 



5* 
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81. Order of court for laying out road, on coun- 
ty line. 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace of the county 
ot held at in and for the said county, 

on the day of A. D. 182 before the 

judges of the same courts 

Upon the petition of sundry inhabitants of the counties of 
and setting forth that they labor under 

Eeat inconvenience for want of a public road or highway, to 
sid, on the line which divides the said counties, from 
in county, to in county, and 

therefore praying the court to appoint proper persons to view 
Purdon 731 aad lay out the same according to law: whereupon, the court, 
Puidun 718 on due consideration had of the premises, do older and ap- 
AnteaNo. 29 p iat 9 on behalf of county aforesaid, G. H. and I. 

4 wno ft fter being respectively sworn or affirmed to perform 
the duties of their appointment with impartiality and fideli- 
ty* together with three persons similarly appointed by the 
court of quarter sessions of county, are to view 

the ground proposed for the said road; and if they, or any 
five of them, view the same, and auy four of the actual view- 
ers agree that there is occasion for such road, they shall pro- 
ceed to iay out the same, as agreeable to the desire of the peti- 
tioners as may be, having respect to the best ground for a road, 
and the shortest distance, in such a manner as to do tfie least 
injury to private property; and make duplicate reports thereof, 
stating particularly whether they judge the same necessary for 
a public or private road, together with a plot or draft thereof* 
• and the courses and distances, and references to the improve- 
ntencs through which it may pass, and a»so that they have 
been sworn or affirmed according to law? one of which said 
„ reports to be made to the nsxt court of quarter sessions, to 

be held for the county of ; the other to the next 

cotfrt of quarter sessions, to be held for the county of 

By the court, 

Clerk. 



Place of seal 
of the court of 

quarter sessions. 

of county. 
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32. Report 

To the judges within named. 

Tt 9 the subscribers, appointed by the within order of 
t, and a similar order from the court of quarter sessions 

county, to view and lay out tne road therein AnteaNo. 39 
tioned, do report, that in pursuance of the said orders, page If 
ng been respectively sworn or affirmed, according to law, 
lave viewed and laid out, and do return for public (or pri- 
) use the following road, to wit. Beginning, &c. (here 
ribe the courses and distances in words at length, together 
\ references to the improvements through which it passes,) 
it or draft whereof is hereunto annexed. 

Witness our hands and seals the day of 
A. D. 182 

[l. s.] [l. s.] 

[l. s.J [l. s.3 

[L. s.] [I- s.] 



Another. 

To the judges within named. 

C e, the subscribers, appointed by the within order of court, 
a similar order from the court of quarter sessions of 

county, do report: That in pursuance of the 
[ orders, having been respectively sworn or affirmed, Antea page 
>rding to law, we have viewed the route of the proposed 
I, as within mentioned, and are of opinion that there is 
>ccasion to lay out the same. 

Witness our hands and seals, the day of 
A. D. 182 

[l. s.] [l. s.] 

[l. s.] [l. 8.] 
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33. Confirmation. 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace, of the county 
of held at in and for the said 

county, on the day of A. D. 182 

before the judges of the same court. 

The persons appointed by an order of this court, of 
Antea page sessions, last past, and a similar order of the court of quar- 
* tei sessions of county, to view and lay out a road, 

on the line dividing the said counties, from in 
county, to in county, do report, that in pursu- 

ance of the said orders they have viewed aud laid out, and do 
report for public (or private) use, the following road, to wit: 
Beginning, &c. a plot or draft whereof is to the 

said report annexed; which report being read in the manner 
and at the times prescribed by law, this court (the court of the 
county of concurring therein) do approve of and con- 

firm the said road for public (or private) use, and order and 
direct that it be entered of record, and shall henceforth be ta» 
ken, deemed and allowed to be a lawful public (or private) 
road or highway; and the court further direct that the said 
road shall be opened of the breadth of feet, agreeably 

to the courses and distances, aforesaid, of which the supervi- 
sors of the highways of the townships through which the said 
road passes are to take notice and govern themselves accord- 
ingly. By the court. 

Clerk. 



Place of seal 
of the court of 
quarter sessions 
of county. 



34, Petition for erecting a bridge. 

To the judges of the court of common pleas, of the county 
of , now holding a court of quarter ses- 

sions of the peace, in and for the said county. 

The petition of the subscribers, inhabitants of the township 
( or townships) of in sad county, respectfully represent; 

That a bridge is much wanted over creek, at the 

Antea^o 21 P lace where the P ud1 *c highway to crosses the said 

page 14 creek, in the township of in said county, and that 

the erection of such bridge will require more expense than it 
is reasonable the said township should bear. 

Your petitioners, therefore, pray the court to appoint prop* 
er persons to view the premises, and to take such order on the 
subject as is required and directed by the act of assembly fc in 
such case made and provided. And they will, &c. 
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35. Order on petition for bridge. 
Qounty* ss. 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace of the county 
of held at in and for the said coun- 

ty, on the day of A. D. 182 before 

the judges of the same court. 

Upon the petition of sundry inhabitants of the township 
(or townships) of in the said county, setting forth 

that a bridge is much wanted over creek, at the 

place where the public highway to crosses the said 

creek, in the township of in said county, and that Purdon T25 

the erection of such bridge will require more expense than it AnteaNo. 21 
is reasonable the said township should bear, and praying the page 14 
court to appoint proper persons to view the premises, and to 
take such order on the subject as is required and directed by 
the act of assembly, in such case made and provided: where- 
upon, the court, on due consideration had of the premises, do 
order and appoint G. H. I. J. K. and L. who, after being 
respectively sworn or affirmed, to perform the duties of their 
appointment with impartiality and fidelity are to view the 
place proposed for the said bridge, and if they, or any five 
them, view the same, and -any four ot the actual viewers 
agree that there is occasion tor such a bridge, and that the 
erecting of the said bridge would require more expense than 
it would be reasonable the said township (or townships) should 
bear, make report accordingly; and the said viewers are fur- 
ther authorised to examine the route of the road crossing the 
creek over which the said bridge is prayed for; and if in their 
opinion a change or variation in the bed of the road would be 
an improvement and saving of expense in the erection of such 
bridge they are to make report thereof, and cause such varia- 
tion, as aforesaid, to be accurately surveyed, and a map or 
plot thereof to be made, which shall accompany said report; Purdon 733 
the report (or reports) aforesaid, to be made to the next court AnteaNo. 34 
of quarter sessions to be held for the said county of pa & e 
In which report they shall state that they have been sworn or 
Affirmed, according to law. 

By the court, 

Ckrh\ 



Place of seal 
of the court of 
quarter sessions. 



UOADft 



36. Report of viewers. 

To the judges within named. 

We, the subscribers, appointed by the court to view the 
Antea page pj ace proposed for the bridge in the within order mentioned, 
19 after being; respectively sworn or affirmed, according to law, 
do report, that in our opiniou a bridge over creek, 
at the place where the public highway to crosses 
the said creek is necessary, and that the erecting of such a 
bridge would be attended with more expense than it is reas- 
onable the said township (or townships) should bear. 

C If the viewers are of opinion a cltange or variation in the route of tie 
road is necessary, they will add the following: J 

And we further report to the court, that aftrr proper exam' 
ination we are of opinion that a change or variation in the 
ca pag j 4 bed and route of the road would be an improvement and sav- 
18 ing of expense in the erection of the aforesaid bridge, and 
therefore report that the route of the said road should be 
changed in the following manner: ( Here particularly describe 
the change proposed, together with a map or plot thereof.) 

Witness our hands and seals* this day of 
A. D. 183 

O s.] [l. s.] 

[l. s.] fju s.] 



37. Certificate of record to Commissioners. 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace, of the county 
of held at in and for the said county, 

on the day of A. D. 182 before the judgei ' 

of the same court. 

A petition having been presented to this court for the ap» 
pointment of persons to view and report, according to law, on 
the erection of a bridge prayed for in said petition, the court 
appointed proper persons for that purpose, who made report, 
that after examining the premises they arc of opinion a bridge 
is necessary over creek, at the place where the^ 

public highway to crosses the said creek, in the 
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township of in said county, and that the erecting purdon 725 

of such bridge would be attended with more expense than it Ante* No. 21 
is reasonable the said township (or townships) should bear; page I4r 
and the said report having been submitted at 
sessions to the said court and grand jury of the 

county, they are, upon due consideration, respectively of 
opinion that the aforesaid bridge is necessary, and that the 
erecting of the same would be attended with more expense 
than the township (or townships) should bear, and do there- 
fore concur in said report, and the same is ordered to be 
entered of record, and a copy of this record furnished to the 
commissioners ot county, by the clerk of the court 

of quarter sessions thereof. 

By the court. 

( ^ Clerk. 

Place of seal 
of the court of 
quarter sessions. 



38. Petition of Commissioners. 

To the judges of the court of common pleas of the county of 
now holding a court of quarter sessions of "the 
peace in and for the said county. 

The petition of the commissioners of the county of 
respectfully represent: 

That it having appeared to the court, to the grand jury, 
and the commissioners of the said county, that a bridge over 
creek, at the place where the public highway to 
crosses the said creek, in the towuship (or toion- 
ships) of in the said county, was necessary and Purdon 725 

that it would be too expensive for the said township (or town- AnteaNo. 21 
ships) to erect, the same having been entered of record, your page 14 
petitioners procured an estimate to be made as nearly as might 
Oe of the expense of the same, amounting to the sum of 

and did proceed to have such bridge erected, by entering 
into a contract with S. of, &c. (or ot'ierwis?, us the case 
may be) for the building of the same; that the said bridge is 
now completed agreeably to the said contract (or otherwise.) 

Your petitioners, therefore, pray the court to appoint six 
fit persons to inspect said bridge, and the workmanship there- 
of agreeably to the act of assembly, and make report to the 
next court of quarter sessions, according to law. 



Commissioners 
of county* 
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39. Order on petition of Commissioners. 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace of the county 
of held at in ana for the said county, 

on the day of A. D. 182 before the 

' »es of the same court. 

Jpon the petition of commissioners of the 

county of stating that it having appeared to the 

court, to the grand jury, and the commissioners of the said 
p M coun *j9 * n at a bridge over creek, at the place 

AnteaNo 21 wnere tne public highway to crosses the said creek, 

page 14 * n ^ e township (or townships ) of in the said coun- 

ty, was necessary, and that it would be too expensive for the 
said township (or townauips) to erect, the same having been 
entered on record, jour petitioners procured an estimate, as 
nearly as might be, of the expense of the same, amounting to 
the sum of and did proceed to have such bridge 

erected, by entering into a contract with S. of &c 

( or otherwise, as the case may be ) for the building of the same; 
that the said bridge is now completed, agreeably to the said 
contract, (or otherwise) and therelore, praying the court to 
appoint six fit persons to inspect said bridge and the workman- 
ship thereof, agreeably to the act of assembly, and make re- 
port to the next court of quarter sessions, according to law: 
whereupon, the court appoint G.H. I. J. K. and L. who, af- 
ter being respectively sworn or affirmed, according to law, 
are to inspect said bridge, and the workmanship thereof, and 
make report accordingly to the next court, according to law. 
In which report they shall state that they have been sworn er 
affirmed, according to law. By the court. 
f . ' * ^ (ylerfct 

Place of seal 
of the court of 
quarter sessions. 



40. Report. 

To the judges within named. 

We, the subscribers, appointed by the court to inspect 
^ a certain bridge, in the within order mentioned, having been 
Antea No. 21 respectively sworn or affirmed, according to law, do report, 
page 14 tuat we nave viewed and carefully examined the same, and 
are of opinion that it is completed in a substantial and work- 
manlike manner, according to contract entered into with the 
commissioners of the said county for that purpose, (or as the 
case may be.) 

Witness our hands and seals, this day of 



A. D. 182 O s.] 
[l s.| 



L. S. 
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41. Confirmation* 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace of the county 
«f held at in and for the said county, 

on the day of A. D. 182 before the 

Judges of the same court 

The persons appointed by order of this court of 
sessions, last past, to view the bridge lately erected over 
creek, at the place where the public highway to 
crosses the said creek, in the township of Fuafoa 725 

in the said county, by S. of &c. under con- Antea No. 21 

tract with the commissioners of the said county, (or as the page 14 
ease may be) after being respectively sworn or affirmed, ac- 
cording to law, do report, that they have viewed and careful- 
ly examined the same, and are of opinion that it is completed 
in a substantial and workmanlike manner, according to con- 
tract, entered into with the commissioners of the said county 
for that purpose, (or as the case may be) which report being 
read and considered, is approved of and confirmed by the 
court 

By the court* 

Clerk. 



Place of seal 
of the court of 
quarter sessions. 



42 . Petition for erecting a bridge on county line. 

To the judges of the court of common pleas, of the county 
of now holding a court of quarter sessions of the 

peace, in and for the said county. 

The petition of the subscribers, inhabitants of the coun- 
ties of respectfully represent: 

That a bridge is much wanted over creek, being 

the line of the said counties, at the place where the public 
highway to crosses the said creek, in the township Purdon 731 

of in county, and in the township of Antea No 3 <> 

in county, and that the erection of ^ e 

such bridge will require more expense than it is reasonable 
the said townships should bearj your petitioners, therefore, 
pray the court to appoint proper persons to view the premi- 
ses and take such order on the subject, as is required and 
directed by the acts of assembly in such case made and pro- 
vided. 

And they will* ^ 

9 
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43. Order on petition for bridge on county lint* 
County, 88. 

At a court of ouarter sessions of the peace, of the count; 
of held at in and for the said county, 

on the day of A« D. 188 before the 

judges of the same court 

Upon the petition of sundry inhabitants of the counties of 
setting forth that a bridge is much wanted 
over creek, being the line of the said counties, at 

the place where the public highway to crosses the 

said creek, in the township of in county, 

and in the township of in county, and 

that the erection of such bridge will require more expense 
than it is reasonable the said townships should bear, and 
praying the court to appoint proper persons to view the pre- 
mises and take such order on the subject as is required and 
directed by the acts of assembly, in such case made and pro- 
vided : whereupon* the court, on due consideration had of the 
Antea No 30 P rem * ses » ^° or der and appoint on behalf of 
D pae« 17 count y aforesaid, G. H. and I. who after being respectively 
sworn or affirmed, to perform the duties of their appointment 
with impartiality and fidelity, together with three persons sim- 
ilarly appointed by the court of quarter sessions of 
county, are to view the place proposed for the said bridge; 
and it they or any five of them view the same, and any four 
of the actual viewers agree, they shall make report to the re- 
spective courts whether there is occasion for such a bridge* 
and whether the erecting of the said bridge would require more 
expense than it would be reasonable the said townships should 
bear; one of which said reports to be made to the next court 
of quarter sessions, to be held for the county of 
the other to the next court of quarter sessions, to be held for 
the county of In which report they shall state that 

they have been sworn or affirmed, according to law. 

By the court. 

Clerk. 



Antea page 
J9 



Place of seal 
of the court of 
quarter sessions 
of county. 
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44. Report. 

To the judges within named. 

We, the subscribers, appointed by the within order of 
fconrt, and a similar order of the court of quarter sessions of 
county, to view the place proposed for the bridge, 
*in the within order mentioned, after being respectively sworn 
or affirmed, according to law, do report, that in our opinion a 4 
bridge over creek, at the place where the public 

highway to crosses the said creek, is necessary, 

and that the erecting such a bridge would be attended with 
more expense than it is reasonable the said townships should 
bear. 

Witness our hands and seals, the day of' 
A. D. 182 

[l. s] £l. s.} 

[l. s.] £l. s.] 

[l. s.] [l. s.] 



£jr* For the form of a certificate of record to the commissioners, see Antea forms 

He form in the case of bridges to be erected in the county, such alter- No. 37. 

*tion only being necessary as to adapt it to the case of bridges on coun- VHP 
*y lines. • 



45. Petition of commissioners where bridge oti 
county line. 

To the judges of the court of common pleas of the county 
of now holding a court ot Quarter sessions of the 

peace, in and for the said county. 

The petition of the commissioners of the counties of 
and respectfully represent: 

That it having appeared to the court, grand jury, and the 
commissioners of the said counties, respectively, that a bridge 
over creek, being the line of the said counties, at Purdon 731 

the place where the public highway to crosses the Antea No *^ 

said creek, in the township of in coun- P ^ C iI 

ty, and in the township of in county, 

was necessary, and that it would be too* expensive for the 
said townships to erect; the same having bfctft fctvtet*& 
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record, your petitioners procured an estimate to be made a* 
nearly as might be, of the expense of the same, amounting to 
the sum of and did proceed to have such bridge 

erected by entering into a contract with S. of &c 

{or otherwise, as the case may he) lor the building of the 
same; that the said bridge is now completed agreeably to the 
said contract (or otherwise.) 

Your petitioners, therefore, pray the court to appoint three 
fit persons^ on behalf of county, aforesaid, to in- 

spect said bridge and the workmanship thereof, agreeably to 
the act of assembly, and make report to the next court of 
quarter sessions, according to law. 

Commissioner* 
of county* 



Commissioners 
of county* 



46. Order on petition of commissioners. 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace of the county 
of held at • in and for the said county, 

on the day of A. D. 182 before the 

judges of the same court 

Upon the petition of the commissioners of the counties of 
and stating that it having appeared to 

. e the court, grand jury and the commissioners of the said coun* 
14 ties, respectively, that a bridge over creek, being 

17 the line of the said counties, at the place where the public 
highway to crosses the said creek, in the township 

oi in county, and in the township of 

in county, was necessary, and that it would be too 

expensive for the said townships to erect; the same having 
been entered of record, your petitioners procured an estimate, 
as nearly as might be, of the expense of the same, amounting to 
the sum of and did proceed to have such bridge erect- 

ed, by entering into a contract with S. of &c. (or otlicr- 
ivise^ as the case may be) for the building of the same, that the 
said bridge is now completed* agreeably to the said contract 
(or othe\ wine) and therefore praying the court to appoint three 
tit persons, on behalf of county, aforesaid, to in- 

spect said bridge^ and the workmanship thereof, agreeably to 
the acts of assembly, and make report to the next court of 
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«quarter sessions, according to law: whereupon, the court ap- 
point, on behalf of said county, G. H. and I. who after being 
respectively sworn or affirmed, according to law, are, togeth- 
er with three persons similarly appointed by the court of 
quarter sessions of county, to inspect said bridge, 

and the workmanship thereof, and make duplicate reports 
accordingly, one whereof to be made to the next court of 
•quarter sessions, to be held for the county of the 
other to the next court of quarter sessions, to be held for the 
county of In which reports they shall state that 

they have been sworn or affirmed, according to law. 

By the court. 

Clerk.. 



Place of seal 
of the court of 
< quartet sessions 
\ of county. 



47. Report. 

To the judges within named. 

We, the subscribers, appointed by the within order of 
court, and a similar order from the court of quarter sessions 
of county, to inspect a certain bridge, in the within Antea 

order mentioned, having been respectively sworn or affirmed 17 
according to law, do report, that we have viewed and care- 
fully examined the same and are of opinion that it is com- 
pleted in a substantial and workmanlike manner, according 
"to contract entered into with the commissioners of 
and counties for that purpose (or as the case may be.) 

Witness our hands and seals, this day of 
A. D. 182 

[l. s.] [l. s.3 

[> s.] [l. s.] 

[l. s.] [l. s .] 



0- 
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48. Confirmation. 

At a court of quarter sessions of the peace of the county 
of held at in and for the said county, 

on the day of A. D 182 before the 

judges of the same court 

The persons appointed by an order of this court, of 
sessions, last past, and a similar order of the court of quarter 
sessions of county, to view the bridge lately erect- 

Antca page e(l over creek, being the line of the said counties 

14 of and at the place where the public 

17 highway to crosses the said creek, in the township 

of in county, and in the township of 

in county, by S. of &c. 

under contract (or as tlie case may be) with the commission- 
ers of the said counties, after being respectively sworn or 
affirmed, according to law, do report, that they have viewed 
and carefully examined the same and are of opinion that it is 
completed in a substantial and workmanlike manner, accord- 
ing to contract, (or otherwise) which report being read and 
considered, (the court of quarter sessions of county 
concurring) is approved of and confirmed by this court. 

By the court. 

Clerh 

Place of seal 

of the court of 
quarter sessions 
of county. 
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onsof electors 1 

f inspectors 2 

inspectors, judges, &c, 4 38 

is 5 

» to attend 7 

>pectors to sit 8 

;ts to be received 9 
lening and closing election 1 39 

s to be counted 11 

rns to be made out 12 

e place of election in county 13 

give twenty days notice 14 

;ase of vacancies 15 

persons elected 16 

ii bribery or coiruption 17 

is voting not entitled 18 

y, &c 19 

Dners to provide boxes, 20 

ic. collected and deposited 21 

mished 22 

)n of fines 2^ 

ice of election to be changed 24 

)f inspectors in Philadelphia 39 

i administered 25 

ii assessors neglect 26 
s* elections regulated 27 

place of election forbidden 28 

commissioners and judges 29 

i in congress supplied 44 

) elections altered 30 

* sheriffs and coroner's elec- 

31 
41 
41 
41 



iment of senators 
idges where to meet 
iment of representatives 
untested elections j 
srnor or members I 
cgislature, &c. 47 48 49 50j 



Elections by militia when in ser- 
vice 36 37 38 
Tickets what to be received 32 
Judges may administer oaths 33 
Judges, &c. of electoral election com- 
pensation, &c. 34 
Electoral electionsjsheriffs to give no- 
tice, &c. 46" 
sheriff to give no* 
tice that officer of United States not 
to act as judge, &c. 35 
Elections in the city of Philadelphia 39 40 
Senators and representatives, districts 

for the election of 41 
Congress, districts for the election of 

members of 42 
Congress, vacancies in,how supplied 43 44 
Of electors of president and vice pre- 
sident 45 
Senators United States' election of 46 
Constables, election and security of 51 52 
Acting constable to notify person elec- 
ted constable 53 
Quarter sessions to supply vacancies 54 
Constables may serve more than three 

years in certain counties 55 
Constables, election of in Philadelphia 56 
in Northern Lib- 
erties 57 
in Southwark 58 
Superintendants of police in Southwark 

and Northern Liberties 58 
County commissioners, election and 

oath .59 
Assessors township, election and oath 60 
Auditors, election of 61 
Overseers of the poor,election and oath 6~ 
Supervisors and township settlers 63 
Wagering or b etting on elections 64 



0NSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

ARTICLE L 

II. 1. The House of Representatives shall be com* 
F members chosen every second year, by the peo- 
ie several states; and the electors in each state shall 
qualifications requisite for electors of the most nu- 
ii unch of the state legislature. 
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2. No person shall be a Representative, who shall not have 
attained to the age of twenty-five years* and been seven 
years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when 
elected, be an inhabitant of that state in which he shall be 
chosen. 

4. When vacancies happen in the representation from any 
state, the executive authority thereof shall issue writs of 
election to fill such vacancies. 

ARTICLE II. 

Sect. I. 2. Each state shall appoint, in such manner as 
the legislature thereof may direct, a number of electors [of 
President and Vice President] equal to the whole number of 
Senators and Representatives to which the state may be en- 
titled in congress; but no Senator or Representative, or per- 
son holding an oflice of trust or profit under the United States 
shall be appointed an elector. 

CONSTITUTION OF PENNSYLVANIA* 
ARTICLE I. 

OF THE LEGISLATURE. 

Section I. The legislative power of this commonwealth 
shall be vested in a General Assembly, which shall consist of 
a Senate and House of Representatives. 

Sect. II. The Representatives shall be chosen annually by 
the citizens of the city of Philadelphia, and ol each county, 
respectively, on the second Tuesday of October. 

Sect. III. No person shall be a Representative who shall 
not have attained the age of twenty-one years, and have been 
a citizen and inhabitant of the state three years next prece- 
ding his election, and the last year thereof an inhabitant of the 
city or county in which he shall be chosen, unless he shall 
have been absent on the public business of the United States 
or of this state. No person, residing within any city, town or 
borough, which shall be entitled to a separate representation, 
shall be elected a member for any county $ nor shall any per- 
son, residing without the limits of any such city, town or bo- 
rough, be elected a member therefor. 

Sect. V. The Senators shall be chosen for four years, by 
the citizens of Philadelphia, and of the several counties, at 
the same time, in the same manner, and at the same places 
where they shall vote for Representatives. 

Sect. VIII. No person shall be a Senator who shall not 
have attained the age of twenty-five years, and have been a 
citizen and inhabitant of the state four years next before his 
election, and the last year thereof an inhabitant of the distinct 



Elections; 

for which he shall be chosen,unIess he shall have been absent 
on the public business of the United States, or of this sta e. 

Sect. XII. hach house shall judge of the qualifications of 
its members. Contested elections shall be determined by a 
committee, to be selected, formed and regulated in such man- 
lier as shall be directed by law. 

Sect. XIX. When vacancies happen in either house, the 
speaker snail issue writs of election to fill such Vacancies. 

ARTICLE It. 

tfF THE GOVERNOR. 

Sect. II. The Governor shall be chosen oh the second 
Tuesday of October, by the citizens of the commonwealth, at 
the places where they shall respectively vote tor representa- 
tives. The returns of every election for governor shall be 
sealed up and transmitted to the seat of government, dir. ct- 
ed to the speaker of the senate, who shall open and publish 
them in the presence of the members of both houses of the 
legislature. The person having the highest number of votes 
shall be governor. But it two or more shall be equal and high- 
est in votes, one of them shall be chosen governor by the jiint 
vote of the members of both Houses. Contested elections 
shall be determined by a committee, to be selected from both 
houses of the legislature, and formed and regulated in such 
manner as shall be directed by luw. 

ARTICLE VI. 
OF SHERIFFS AND CORONERS. 
Sect. I. Sheriffs and Coroners shall, at the times and pla- 
ces of election of representatives, be chosen by the citizens 
of each county; two persons s <atl be chosen for each office, 
one of whom tor each respectively shall ^appointed by the 
governor. They shall hold 'heir offices lor three years, if 
they shall so loiij* behave themselves well, and until a succes- 
sor be duly qualifiedj bur ho person shall.be twice cho»en or 
appointed sheriff in any term of *ix years. Vacancit s in either 
of the said offices shall be filled by a new appointment* to btfr 
inade by the governor, to coninue ui til the next g^nerd 
election, and until a Successor shall be chosen And qualified 
as aforesaid. 

OF THE ST Ate treasurer and other officers. 

Sect V. The state treasurer shall be appointed, annually^ 
by tiie joint vote of the members of both nouses. All other 
officers in the treasury department* attornies at law, election 
officers, officers rel.ttin^ to taxe*, to the poor and highways, 
constables, and other township offi ers, shall be appointed ift 
such manner as is or shall be directed by law. 

10 
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ARTICLE 111. — OF ELECTIONS'. 

Se0t I. In elections by the citizens, every freeman of tht 
ajr of twenty-ore years, having resided in the state two yean 
ne\' before th.- lection, and within that time paid a state ot 
county tax, which shall have been assessed at least six months 
before the election, shall enjoy the rights of an elector: Prd- 
vide'* that the sons of persons qualified as aforesaid, between 
the ages of twenty -one and twenty-two years, shall be enti- 
tled ~o vote, although they shall uot have paid taxes. 

Skct. 1 1. All elections shall be by ballot, except those by 
persons in their representative capacities* who shall vote 
viva voce. 

Skot. III. Electors shall, in all cases, except treason 
felony, and breach or surety of the peace, be privileged from 
arresi during their attendance on elections, and in going to 
and returning from them. 

ARTICLE IX. 
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 
Sect. V. Elections shall be free and equal. 



GENERAL ELECTION LAWSf. 



ACT of 15th February 1799—3 Smith 340. 
j^n act to regulate the general elections within this common wealth* 

1. Segt. I. The general elections within this common- 
Wealth, sltall be held and conducted by judges, inspectors and 
e'erks, to be chosen and appointed, as is hereinafter directed*, 
a*>d no person shall be admitted to vote at any general or spe- 
cial election, Or for inspectors thereof, other than citizens of 
this statr, of ti\ea»eof twenty-one years, or more, and wha 
have resided therein, two years next before the election, and 
within that time paid a state or county tax, which shall have 
been assessed at least six months before the election: Provi- 
ded, that the s >ns of citizens qualified as aforesaid, between 
( j the ages of twenty-one and twenty-two years, shall be enti- 
• Perg't&K. t , e( j t0 vote, although tnev shall not have paid taxes; and ev- 
ery citizen hav.ng p id taxes, and resided as aforesaid, and 
claiming a ri^ht to vote, shall make due proof thereof, as fol- 
lows, viz: First, that he is a natural born citizen of this stated 
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qt was settled therein on the twenty-eighth day of September, 

one thousand seven hundred and seventy six; or iiavin» brvu 
£ foreignet, who since tiiat time came to settle there«n, he 
hath taken an oath or affirmation of allegiance to the same oq 
or before the twenty-sixth day of M-rcli, one thou»atd seven 
hundred and ninety, agreeably to ihe then existing constitu- 
tion and laws; or, Secandly^ that he is a natural born citizen, 
of some other of the United Stales, or had b* en lawful lv ad* 
mitted or recognized as a ci'izen of some one of the said >*.iieSj 
on or before the twenty-sixth da> of March, one thous'^d 
seven hundred and ninety; or, Thirdly, that having bee a 
foreigner or alien, he hath been naturalized conf .nnably to 
the laws of the United States, lhat as evidence ot having 
been naturalized agreeably to the laws 01 ihe United St;, teg* 
be shall produce a certificate thereof, under the sea* «»f the 
court, wherein such naturalization took place; that as evidence 
of his being a natural born citizen of this state or resident 
therein on the twenty-eighth day of September, one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-six, or a natural born citizen of 
some other of the United Spates, if required by any inspector 
or judge of the election, he shall be examined on his oitli or 
affirmation; that as evidence of his having taken an oath or 
affirmation of allegiance to this state, on or before the twen- 
ty-sixth day of March, one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty, or of having been lawfully admitted or recognized as a 
citizen of some other of the United States, on or before the 
said day, if required by any inspector or judge of the electi >n, 
he *hall produce a certificate in due form from some judge, 
prothonotary or clerk of a court, mayor, alderman, recorder, 
or justice of the peace, or shall be examined on his oath or 
affirmation; and if by such certificate or examination as afore- 
said, it shall appear that he is a citizen of this state, qualified 
to elect, agreeably to the provisions of this act, his vote shall 
be received by the inspector of the township, ward or district; 
in which he resides. 

2. Skct. II. The inspectors of the general elections shall 
be chosen by ballot, on the [Saturday*] next preceding the * Altered to. 
first Tuesday in October, in eaeh and every year, at such Friday 
lace in each town, township, ward or district, as the citizens Act of 
ave generally met at for that purpose public notice of which p 1 * 1 ?' 1 '^ 8 ^' 
shall be given by the constable or constables* by ;-ix or more 08 eA *°* w * 
written or printed advertisements, affixed at as many of the 
most noted and public places therein, at least one week be- 
fore the said day; anil the election shall be opened between 
two and three o'clock in the afternoon, by the ^aid constable 
or constables, to be assisted by two qualified citizens, coosen 
by such citizens qualified to vote as s'lall be then present; 
and the said constable or constables a d assistants shall be 
jaiiges of the qualifications of ihe citizens residing withiu the 
said town, to>vnship, ward or district, who shall ofter th£V 
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votes for inspector, and shall conduct the s?id election in g 
fair .Hid impartial manner, and keep the same open until si; 
o'clock i>: the same afternoon, when the poll shall be closed, 
ihe number of votes ascertained, and the person highest in 
votes publicly declared; and the said constable and assistants 
shall make out duplicate certificates of the s id election, tin* 
def their hands, one of which shall be delivered to the per- 
son chosen, or left at his usual place of abode by the said con- 
stable, within two days thereafter, and the other he shall de- 
liver to the agents appointed for opening the general el e« tion 
at the place and on the day appointed for holding the same, 
at nine o'clock in the forenoon; the qualified ci izeris of t ie r 
township of the Northern Liberties and the district of »$o a ;th- " 
waik, shall respectively choose each two inspectors, and each 
ami every town, township, ward or district shall each choose 
o»'p inspector; anil if any constable shall neglect or refuse to 
perforin the duties herein requin d of him, he shall forfeit the 
sum of fifty dollars; and in case of die neglect, refusal* death 
or absence from the county of any constable or constables, the 
overseers of the poor nf the township, ward or district* ex- , 
cept in such township, ward or district, where there phall be 
Tio overseer of the poor, in such case the supervisors of the 
highways shall perform the dutiefr-herein required tp be done 
by the constable or constables, *OT8[er the like penalties?, ex- 
cept that the said overseers oV*f upfrvisors of the highways 
stall not be required to give more than four days notice of 
the time and place for holding the said election. 

I\>stcaNo.25 S. Skct. Supplied by act of 4th April, 1805, sectionl. 

4. Sect. IV. The inspectors chosen as aforesaid shall meet 
at nine o'clock in the foreno n of the day of election, at the 
places respectively" appointed for holding the same, for the 
district or county to which they belong, and they or a major- 
ity of them, shall choose and take to their assistance for the 
city of Philadelphia, seven, and lor any other district not less 
than three, nor more than five respectable citizens, qualified 
to \ote. who shall be judges of the election in the said city or 
districts respectively; and die judges and inspectors ch -sen ■ 
in the manner directed by this act shall be forthwith sworn or 
affirmed by one of die said [agents, J or other person author- 
ised, and shall appoint such and so many clerks cf the elec- 
Seeposlea tion (being severally of the age of twenty one years or more) 
2*0.39. 8S they shall deem necessary, who shall in like manner le 
sworn or affirmed agreeably to the directions of this act; and 
as soon as the inspectors, judges and clerks shall be several- 
ly sworn or a firmed as aforesaid, the said clerks, or some of 
them. sh:dl make out two copies of the forms of the several 
oaths or animations, which shall be severally subscribed by 
all the Sidd inspectors judges and clerks, and the said forms 
ahali be certified under the hands and seals of the attending 
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jjpgent or agents,] or other persons wlio shall ailministci the 

said oath o." affirmation, and at the close of the election one 

pf the said forms shall be sealed up in one of the boxes, with 

the tickets, lists of voters and tally papers and the other shall 

be transmitted to the prothonotary of the county, to remain 

on file in his office. [Afo one ! :ol<l-ngan office of bust or profit Punlon 60t 

under the United States, cm be judge, inspector or clerk."] 

5. Sect V. The following shall be the form of the oath or 
affirmation to be taken by each inspector, viz: * I, A. B. do 

* swear (or solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm) 
1 that I will duly attend the ensuing election, during the con- 
4 tinuance thereof, as an inspector, and that I will not receive 
6 any ticket or vote from any person or persons, other than 

* those I shall firmly believe are, according to the provisions 

* of the act, entitled 'An act to regulate the general elections 

* within this commonwealth,' entitled to vote at the saidelec- 
c tion, without requiring such evidence of their right to vote, 

* as is directed to be given by the said act; nor will I vexa- 

* tiouslv delay or refuse to receive any vote from any person 
4 I shall believe is entitled to vote as aforesaid, but will in 
'all things truly, impartially and faithfully perform my dutj- 

* therein, totheb«>st of my judgment and abilities.' And the 
following hy each judge, viz: * I A. B. do swear (or solemnly, 

* sincerely and truly declare and affirm) that I will as one of 

* the judges, duly attend the ensuing election, during the 

* continuance thereof, and faithfully assist the other judges 

* and inspectors in ci prying on the same: that I will nor give 
6 my consent that any vote or ticket shall be received from 
c any person or pesohs, other than those I shall firmly bc- 

* lieve are, according to the provisions of the act, entitled 
« 'An act to regulate the general elections within this com- 
' mon wealth,' entitled to vote at the said election, without 

* requiring such evidence of their right to vote as is directed 

* to be given by the said act, and that I »vill use my best eu- 

* endeavors to prevent any fraud, deceit or abuse in carrying 
6 on the same by citizens qualified to vote, or others; and that 

, * I will m ike a true and perfect return of the said election, 
' and in al things truly, impartially and faithfully perform 
' my duty r^pi'Ctin" fie sa he, to the best of my judgment. 
' and abilities.' And the following by each clerk, viz: * I A. 

?. * B. do swear (or solemly, sinc.e,Egly aitil truly declare a id af- 
6 firm) that I will impartially and truly write d'»wn the name 
' of each elector who shall vot<» at the ensuing election, which 
■< shall be yiven me in charge, aj)d ate© the name of the town* 
« township, ward or distrifcr, wherein sach elector resi le*. 
1 and carefully md truly writedown the number of vot « that 

* «hall b»» given for each candidate ntthe election, as often as 

* hi-, name sha'l be read to nv' by the judges thereof, and in 
€ all things truly and faithfully perform mv duty respecting 
e the same, to the best of my judgment and abilities. * 
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Postc&No 29 6- Sect. VI. Supplied by act of 4th April, 1803, section 5< 

7. Sect. Vlf. Where any township or townships within 
this commonwealth hath <»r ha\e been divided, or hereafter 
shall be divided, in funning any election district, the elec- 
tors within each part of such divided township or townships 
respectively, shall choose one inspector, who shall, within 
the part tor whic h he is choen, perform all and singular the 
duties to the office of inspector belonging, and in order there- 
to, the commissioners of the proper county shall furnish the 
inspector and inspectors so chosen, with a list of the taxable 
inhabitants within such divided township and townshij s, for 
which they are respectively chosen : and if any inspector shall 
not attend at the proper place of the election on or before 
nine o'clock of the morning of the day of the election, such 
delinquent shall fo. feit and pay the sum of Jifty dolla s, pro- 
vided he hath had due notice of his election ; and every va-. 
cancy that shall happen by any delinquency shall be supplied . 
by the qualified electors of the township, ward, or district, 
then present at the time aforesaid, or if they neglect to make 
such appointment, the ju.'ges shall make the same ; and if a 
any person so chosen to supply the place of any inspectdfj 
shall neglect or refuse, to perform the duty of inspector, he 
shall forfeit and pay a like sum of fifty dollars. 

8. Sect. VIII. In receiving the tickets from the electors 
at the place of the election, the number ot inspectors who 
shall sit at each door or window of the house where the elec? 
tion shall be holden, shall be determined by a majority of the. 
judges of such election ; and over or near to such door or 
window, the name of the town, township, ward or district, 
whose inspector or inspectors shall be there placed, shall u$ 
written or printed, in large and legible characters, in such 
manner that the electors dwelling within the several and re- 
spective townships, wards or districts, may readily find their' 
inspector or inspectors, in order to deliver to him or them! 
their tickets as aforesaid. 

9. Srct. IX. The inspector shall not receive any votes V, 
or tickets from any person or persons whatejrer, other -tfiaiif^ 
the electors residing within their several toTOShips, warrfs 4)ij-; 
districts, and the name and abode of each elector* whose*?* 
ticket shall have been received, shall becarfatout aloud b'yl? 
the inspector who shall receive the same, ami *hall be enter-- * 
ed by at least two clerks, in separate lists, and the name re* * 
peated by them ; and the tf&i&£ shall also be marked in the ■ 
alphabetical list of the proper township, ward or district, by 
the inspector inserting the. letter to in the margin of suck 
list, opposite to the name of stick elector who has voted ; but 
if such elector shall have been -sworn or affirmed, or have 
produced a certificate, or such evidence of natuialization as 
is required by this act, the iuspeotor shall also note the 
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Same in the margin of such lis' ; and no person shall be ad- 
mitted to vote, whose name is not inserted in the list of tax- 
able inhabitants furbished by the commissioners, unless he 
produce a receipt for the payment of a state or county tax, 
assessed agreeably to the constitution, or give other satisfac- 
tory evidence* either on ins own o<ith or affirmation, or other- 
wise, that he hath paid such a tax ; or if he claims a right to 
vote by being the sou of an elector, and that he is between 
the ages of twenty one and twenty-two years, he shall depose 
on oath or affirmation, that he does verily believe Irom the 
accounts given him, that he is of the age aforesaid, or give 
such other evidence as may reasonably be required, or as 
shall be sa-isfactory to the said inspector and judges of the 
said election ; whereupon the name of the person so admitted 
to vofe shall be inserted in the alphabetical list by the inspec- 
tor, and a note made opposite thereto, by writing the word 
4 tax,' if he has been admitted to vote on proof of his having 
paid a tax, or the word 'age,' if he has been admitted to vote 
on account of his age, and the reason of such vote shall be 
called out to the clerks, who shall juakc the like notes in 
the list of voters kept by them. 

;0. Sect. X Every general andspecial election to be 
holdeh within this commonwealth, shall be opened between 
the hours of ten and twelve in the forenoon, and shall con- 
tinue without interruption or adjournment, until the electors 
who shall c me to the 'said election shall have full opportu- 
nity to gi\e in their respective votes: and every voter may 
deliver written or printed tickets as he shad see cause, but 
on separate pieces of paper, as foiloweth; in one ticket, the. 
tiarne of a person for governor; in one other ticket, a senator 
or senators, as the case may be ; in one other ticket, a mem- 
ber or members of the house of representatives $ in one other 
ticket, sheriffs and coroners ; in one other ticket, one or more 
county commissioners ; and in one other ticket, one or more 
directors of the poor for such counties where they may be ne- 
cessary, as the case may be. And the se- eral electors shall 
separately fold up their respective tickets, turning out to 
▼iew, or indorsing on the outside of one ot the folds thereof, 
>. the names of office only, and shall thus give their votes se- 
h cxetij $ and the same tickets, and no other, being received 
* by the proper inspector, shall be deposited by him m separate 
l^boxes, Kept for that purpose, till the poll be closed : and if 
'Sony judge of r he election, inspector, or other person, before 
the polling of the tickets be closed, shall unfold, open or 
pry lfito any such tickets, with design to discover the namea 
ot the candidates therein, every person so offending, shall 
forfeit and pay the sum ol fifty dollars, to the party grieved, 
to be recovered with cost, by bill, plaint or information in 
any court of record $ and if any elector shall offer any more 
fhan one ticket of each kind before specified; with a fraudft- 



80 



ELECTIONS. 



lent design, every such person shall forfeit and pay the su& 
of twenty dollars for every such offence, and shall moreo\er 
forfeit his vote at such election. [7ime of opening the election 
PosteaNo.39 altered in Philadelphia. ] 

11. Sect. XL When the poll shall be closed, the afore- 
Said boxes wherein the folded pape s or tickets are deposited) 
shall be opened, one by one, and the judges, in the presence 
of the inspectors shall deliberately take out the said papers 
or tickets, and read a'oud the name or names written or 
printed thereon, respectively, whilst two or more of the 
clerks shall careful y enter and keep account of the same, on 
paper prepared for that puroose, so that the number of votes" 
for each candidate tallied triereon, may be readily cast up 
and known; but if, upon opening any of the said tickets, 
there be found any more names written or printed on any of 
them tl»an there ought to be, or if any two or more of such pa- 
pers be deceitfully folded together, such tickets shall be re- 
jected, and not counted among the votes. 

IS. Sect. XII. As soon as all the votes shall be read oil 
and counted, the judges of each district, in case the county 
be divided into d stricts, shall make out under their hands, 
a fair state and certificate of the number of votes which shall 
have been then and there given for each candidate, distin- 
guishing the station or office he V^as voted for, which numbers 
shall be expressed in words at lei gth, and not in figures on- 
ly: and one of the >aid judges shall take chaige of such cer- 
tificate, and on the fourth day after the day of election pro* 
duce the same in a meeting of one judge from each district, 
within the same county, at the couithouse, and for the city 
and county of Philadelphia, at the state-house, for which ser- 
vice he shall be allowed, out of the county treasury, ten 
cents for every mile he shall necessarily have travelled iu 
coming from his proper election district to the said court- 
house, and in returning from thence to his own home ; and 
the judges of the several districts of the county, so met, 
shall add together the number r.f votes which shall appear to 
be gh en for any pet son or pers »ns, who shall thereunto be 
found to be highest in vote, or elected as representative^ 
senator, or other officer, and shall forthwith make oirt^tfp- • 
plicate returns of the election of such person or ptraofts, fc# 
shall be so elected and chosen for any office or station, whidv 
the electors of the said county are entitled to choose for the OH 
selves, unconnected with any other county or district; fitf 
when a governor is to be chosen, like returns o- all tlfcfe votes 
given for any person or persons for governor; and having 
• lodged one of each of the s. id returns in the office of the pro- 

thoncary of the county, shall inclose, seat apd direct Ac 
others, when the same relates to the choic^Ste-ar governor, to 
the speaker of the senate; when to the election of a senatoror 
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senators, to the senate; when to a member or members of the 
house of representatives, to the house of representatives; 
when to sheriffs or coroners, to the secretary of the common- 
wealth ; when to a commissioner or commissioners for the 
county, to the clerk of the court of quarter sessions of the 
said county. Am' one of the said judges shall deliver the 
* returns,* so sealed and directed, to the sheriff of the county y 
indorsing thereon the time of delivering the same; and the 
said sheriff shall, within five days thereafter, cause the re- 
turn directed to the clerk of trie court of quarter sessions, 
to be delivered agreeably to the said direction; [and having 
received the returns of any district for the election of a senator 
or senators, or one or more members of the house of rep esen- 
tatives* which may by law be directed to be completed and 
made out within the said county, for the same election, 
the said sheriff shall forthwith, by himself or his deputy* trans* 
mti the whole of the said returns to the secretary of t:e c*m- 
monwealth* so th it the same shall be delivered into the secre- 
tary's office, within twenty days after the last of the returns 
shall have been received by the said sheriff; in which case and 
not otherwise* he shall be entitled to- receive from the state 
treasury* on warrants drawn by the governor* ten cents for 
every mile he shall necessarily travel in going from and re- 
turning to his proper county. 1 ] 

13. Sec. XIII. In the city of Philadelphia and in any 
county, where the election shall be holden only at one place, 
the returns thereof shall be made without delay in like man- 
ner as is herein directed, as nearly as the different circum- 
stances shall permit; and when two or more counties shall 
compose a district for the choice of one or more members of 
the senate or house of representatives, the judges of the elec- 
tion in each county, having met as aforesaid at their court- 
house, shall make out a fair statement, under their hands, of 
all the votes which shall have been given at the said election, 
within their county, for any person or persons, as a member 
or members of the senate or house of representatives, as the 

*The only return now required to be delivered to the sheriff, is. the 
return of the election of count} commissioner, which he is to deliver 
to the clerk of the court of quarter sessions, agreeably to this section. 
The residue of the section, (printed in italics) has been supplied by the 
provisions of the sixth section of the act of 4th April, 1803, and the act 
of 13th April, 1807, which direct that the election returns therein men- 
tioned, viz: For members of Congress, for members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the General Assembly, for Governor, and 
for Sheriff's and Coroners, shall, under a sealed cover, directed to the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, be deposited by the judges in the 
n earest post-office, instead of being delivered to (be Sheriff, as had 
been previously required by this section. 

it 
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case may be, and one of the said judges shall take charge of 
such certificate, and poduce the same in a meeting of one 
judge from each county, at such place in the said district as 
is or shall be appointed by law for that purpose, on the se- 
venth day after the election; and the said judges shall then 
and there cast up the several county returns^ and make du- 
plicate returns of the person or persons chosen for the said 
district; and one of each of the said returns, if there shall be 
more than of one kind, shall be deposited in the prothono- 
tarv's office of the county in which tney meet, and the othei? 
delivered to the she rift' of the said county, sealed and direct- 
ed as is herein before prescribed, and the day on which the 
same is so delivered shall also be indorsed thereon; and each 
judge who shall attend to make out the said district return, 
shall be allowed out of the treasury of his proper county tea 
cents for every mile he shall necessarily travel in performing 
that service; and such of the returns delivered as aforesaid 
to the prothonotary of each county, a& shall certify the elec* 
tion of a commissioner or commissioners of the proper county, 
shall be by the said prothonotary laid before the court 
of quarter sessions, which shall order the same to be recorded 
according to law; and each prothonotary within this com- 
monwealth, shall as soon as all the other returns herein re- 
quired are delivered into his office, make out a copy thereof? 
and certify the same, and shall forthwith transmit the said 
copy, tinder a sealed cover, directed to the secretary of the 
commonwealth, by placing the same in the nearest post- 
office. 

14 Sect XIV. It shall be the duty of the sheriffs of each 
and every county of this state, to give public notice by adver- 
tisements posted up in the most public places in each district, 
or by publication in one or more newspapers of the counties* 
respectively, at least twenty days before the general election, 
that such election is to be held, and he shall enumerate in the 
advertisements aforesaid what officers are to be elected $ and 
in case of neglect of such notice by the sheriff of any county, 
he shall pay a fine of two hundred dollars. 

15* Sect. XV. And whereas the nineteenth section of the 
constitution of this state provides, (hat when vacancies hap* 
pen in either house, the speaker shall issue writs of election 
to fill up such vacancies: Therefore, Be it enacted, That 
when in consequence of any vacancy by death, resignation, 
er otherwise, in the house of representatives, the speaker ofc* 
the house of representatives shall issue his writ, he shall 
therein command the sheriff of the proper county, or other 
person to whom such writ may be directed on a day certain,, 
and therein particularly expressed, to hold an election to 
supply such vacancy; and when in consequence of any va- 
cancy in the senate, by death, resignation, or otherwise*, the 
speaker of the senate shall issue his writ to the sheriff or 
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sheriffs of the county or counties of which the district is com- 
posed, or other person or persons to whom such writ may be 
directed, he shall therein command such person or persons 
on a day certain, and therein particularly expressed, to hold 
an election to supply such vacancy; ana* wlien such vacancy 
shall happen in either house during the session of the general 
assembly, or when the same shall be required by their own 
adjournment, or by the governor, to meet at some time pre- 
vious to the next succeeding general election, the speaker 
of the house wherein such vacancy shall happen, shall ap- 
point a time, as early as may be convenient, for holding an 
election to till the said vacancy; but if such writ shall be is- 
sued during the recess of the general assembly, and when 
the same shall not be required to meet before the next suc- 
ceeding general election, the speaker issuing such writ shall 
direct the election to be held at the time appointed for hold- 
ing the general election: Provided, always, That if after 
issuing of such last mentioned writ, the governor shall at any 
time issue his proclamation for convening the general assem- 
bly, the sheriff, or other person to whom the said writ shall 
be directed, shall in that «ase proceed to execute the same, 
by holding the election within thirty days after the date ot 
such proclamation: Jind provided further, That such writ so 
issuea by the speaker of the house of representatives and se- 
nate, respectively, shall be delivered to the sheriff, or other 
person to whom the same may be directed, at least fifteen 
days before the day appointed tov such election, who shall 
forthwith give due ana public notice thereof throughout the 
county, at least ten days before such election, and shall send 
a copy thereof to each of the judges, or to one of the judges 
of each district therein, in case such county or counties be 
divided for the purposes of election; and such elections 6hall 
be holden and conducted in like manner as is herein before 
directed, and the judges and inspectors chosen for and before 
the next preceding general election, shall attend at, and 
serve as such, respectively, at such occasional elections. 

16. Sect. XVI. The judges of the elections, who shall 

meet at their respective court house, or other place appointed • g ce ac t of 
by law, to compare the several lists and certificates, and to 4th of April, 
cast up the number of votes for each candidate, shall give (no- 1803, sec. 6. 
tice in writing*) to each member of the house of representa- PosteaNo.29 
tives and senate, who shall be elected, and reside in their res- 
pective districts, within ten days next after the day of making 
up the return. 

17. Sect. XVII. All elections shall be free and voluntary, 
and any elector who shall receiye any gift or reward for his vote, 

in meat, drink, moneys, or otherwise, shall forfeit his right 3 Yeate* 65 
to elect for that time, and shall also forfeit and pay any sum 429 
not exceeding fifty dollars and suffer imprisonment for a time * Dallas 253 
not exceeding the term of six months, as the court of 
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proper county, wherein such offender shall be convicted, 
shall, upon due consideration of die case, think proper to 
award against him; and if it be made to appear to the satis* 
faction of the proper court, that at any election to be holden 
under this act, any intimidation, threats, force, or violence 
hath been used or practised, with design to influence, unduly, 
or to overawe such election, or to restrain the freedom of 
choice, or if any officer of the election shall be threatened, 
or violence used to his person, or interrupted in the execu- 
tion of his duty, every person who shall be guilty of such ia- 
timidation, threats, violence or interruption, being convicted 
thereof, shall be fined and imprisoned for the same, at the 
discretion of the court, not exceeding six months im- 
prisonment nor exceeding one hundred dollars fine: and 
any person who shall bribe as aforesaid, or who shall pro- 
mise or attempt, either directly or indirectly, to give or 
bestow any reward as aforesaid, in order to procure any per- 
son to be elected, shall upon conviction thereof, be liable to 
a fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of the court, within 
the limitations next before mentioned. 

IS. ^ect. XVI II. It any person who is not qualified to 
vote in this state, agreeably to the provisions of this act (ex- 

S Yeates 65 CC p{ |} ie 8ons f qualified citizens) shall appear at any place 
of election, for the purpose of issuing tickets, or of influencing 
the citizens qualified to vote, every person interfering in the 
manner aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay any sum not exceed- 
ing thirty ollars for every such offence. 

4 Smith 386 Sect. XIX. (Repealed.) 

19. Sect. XX. It any person in taking an oath or affirma- 
tion required by this act, shall be guilty of wilfully and cor- 
ruptly making a false oath or affirmation, or if any person 
shal suborn any other person to make any such 'alse oath or 
affirmation, and be convicted thereof by a jury of the proper 
county, every such person, so offending as aforesaid, shall 
suffer such penalties and disabilities, as are incurred on con- 
viction of wilful and corrupt perjury, or subornation of per- 
jury, respectively; and if any person shall knowingly pub- 
lish utter or make use of any forced or false receipt or cer- 
tificate, with intent, to impose the same upon or to deceive 
any judge sr inspector, at any election, such person shall in- 
cur a fine of fifty dollars and suffer six months imprisonment. 

20. Sect. XXI. The commissioners of the proper county 
shall, out of the county stock, provide sufficient and suitable 
boxes for depositing the tickets taken in by the inspectors of 
the several districts, and after the election shall be finished, 
the sarre b .xes shall be given in charge to some justice of the 
peace of the neighborhood, to be kept till the next election. 

SI. Sect. XXII. As soon as any election shall be finished, 
the tickets lists of taxables, one of* the lists of votes, tally-pa- 
pers, and one of the certificates of the oath or affirmation 
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taken and subscribed by the inspectors, judges and clerks, 
shall be all carefully collected, and deposited m one or more 
<of the boxes herein before mentioned,' and the box or boxes, 
being closely bound around with tape, shall be sealed by two 
or more of the judges of the election, and one or more of the 
inspectors, and shall be delivered to the nearest justice of 
the peace of the county, tube kept by him, toanswer, if need 
be, the call of the joint or separate committees of the senate 
and house of representatives, who may be appointed to try the 
merits of any such election; and if any judge of the election, 
inspector clerk, or other person, shall deface, alter, em- 
bezzle, or destroy any of the said tickets, lists or tally-pa- 
pers or certificates, such person so offending, shall forfeit and 
pay the sum of three hundred dollars, for every such offence, 
to the person, who shall within the space of six months there- 
after sue for the same, by action of debt, in any court of re- 
cord, and suffer imprisonment for a term not exceeding twelve 
months; and any such justice who shall refuse to receive the 
said box or boxes, or having received the same, shall neglect 
the safe keeping thereof, shall forfeit and pay two hundred 
dollars, tor every such neglect or refusal; and the other lists 
of voters, tally-papers and certificates, shall be enclosed by 
the sakl judges in a sealed cover, directed to the prothono- 
tary of the county, and shall by some one of them be deliver- 
ed into his office, where the same shall be filed; and it shall 
be the duty of the prothonotary to give a certified copy of the 
said lists to any person or persons, applying for the same, 
on payment of the usual fees, as in other cases. 

22. Sect. XXIII. If any judge of election, inspector, or 
clerk, acting under this act. shall be duly convicted of any 
wilful fraud in the discharge of the duties enjoined upon or re- 
quired of him by this act, he shall forfeit a sum not less than 
one hundred, nor more than five -hundred dollars, and shall 
be for seven years disabled from holding any office of honor, 
trust or profit in this commonwealth; and such person shall 
be moreover disabled, for the term aforesaid, to elect or give 
his vote at any general or special election to be holden witnin 
th s state; and if any person appointed to be judge of election, 
inspector or clerk, at any of the elections directed and reg- 
ulated by this act, shall neglect or refuse to take upon him- 
self the duties appointed therein, or having taken upon him- 
self the said duties, shall afterwards neglect to do and perform 
the same in the manner by this act required, he shall forfeit 
and pay any sum not less than fifty, nor more than one hun- 
dred dollars, for every such offence; and if any prothonotary 
or sheriff shall neglect or refuse to do and perform the duties 
enjoined upon them, in the manner required by this act, or 
shall wilfully misbehave in the doing thereof, he or they shall 
forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding five, nor less than two 
hundred dollars, and suffer imprisonment for any term not 
exceeding six months; and each of the agents, judgea, 
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tors and clerks, whilst employed in the duties required of 
them by this act, shall, receive for his services and expenses 
the sum of one dollar and fifty cents per day, to be paid by 
the treasurer of the proper county, out of the county rates and 
levies, on orders to be drawn for the same, by the commissi- 
oners of the proper county, which allowance shall be in full 
for their said services and expenses, other than the mileage 
herein before allowed, and in lieu of all kinds of refreshment 
it may have been heretofore customary to provide at the ex- 
pense of the county; and from and after the passing of this 
act, no such expense shall be paid or allowed for such refresh- 
ments by the commissioners of any county within this com- 



23. Sect. XXIV. Every specific fine and forfeiture by 
virtue of this act to be incurred shall be recovered by action 
of debt, brought in the supreme court, or in any court of 
common pleas within this commonwealth, or by information 
or indictment, one half to the use of the plaintiff, informer, 
or prosecutor and the other half to the use of this common- 
wealth; and where such fine or forfeiture is not specific, by 
indictment, one half to the use of the prosecutor, and one 
half to the use of the commonwealth: Provided always. That 
all suit and prosecutions against any person by virtue of this 
act, be brought within the proper county, within six months 
next after the cause of such suit or prosecution shall accrue, 
and not otherwise. 

24. Sect. XXV. It shall and may be lawful for the gov- 
ernor of this commonwealth, on the representation of the col- 
lege of physicians of the city of Philadelphia, and board of 
health or either of them, that from the prevalence of a malig- 
nant or contagious fever in the said city and suburbs, the lives 
of the electors will be in danger, by attending at the places 
fixed by law for holding elections within the same, to direct 
the sheriff of the county of Philadelphia to hold the election 
for the city at such other place within the limits of the city 
plot, and the elections for the districts and townships at such 
other places within the same, as he, the governor, may judge 
most safe and convenient; and it shall be the duty of the 
sheriff of the* city and county ot Philadelphia to give public 
notice, by advertisements posted up in the most public places 
of the several wards or districts, or publish in at least three 
of the public newspapers printed in the city of Philadelphia, 
the places where such elections are to be held, at least seven 
days before the time of holding the said elections; and if the 
sheriff shall neglect to perforin the duty herein prescribed, he 
shall pay the sum of two hundred dollars for every such ne- 
glect. 
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ACT of 4th April, 1803—4 Smith 100v 

An act to alter and amend the ' Act to regulate the general elections- 
within this commonwealth. 

25. Sect. I. Any judge of the court of common pleas, al- 
derman or justice of the peace, who may be present at the 
election, shall administer the oaths or affirmations directed 

by the act, passed the 15th February, 1799, entitled «An act to Antea No Z 
regulate the general elections of this slate,' to be taken by page 76 
the judges, inspectors and clerks of the election, but if no 
judge, alderman or justice of the peace be present at the elec- 
tion, or cannot be conveniently had, one of the judges after 
first having the oath or affirmation required by the aforesaid 
act, administered to him by'oneof the other judges, shall ad- 
minister the oaths or affirmations to the other judges, and to 
the inspectors and clerks. And the powers and duties here- 
tofore assigned to agents, shall henceforth cea9e. 

26. Sect. II. If the assessor of any township, borough of 
ward, knowing a person liable by law to be assessed, shall 
refuse or neglect to assess and leturn him to the commission^ 
ere of the county, such assessor being thereof convicted before 
any justice of the peace, or court of quarter sessions of the 
peace, shall for every such refusal or neglect, be lined, and 
pay to the use of the poor, of the city, borough, county or 
township where the party aggrieved resides, besides the costs 
of prosecution, any sum not less than twenty, nor more than 
twenty-six dollars, and if in the alphabetical list of taxable s, 
directed by law to be delivered to the inspectors of the seve- 
ral election districts, the commissioners aforesaid, shall wil- 
fully omit to insert the name of any person duly assessed and 
returned to them by such assessor as aforesaid, and shall be 
thereof convicted, before any court of quarter sessions, they 
shall for every such wilful omission, be fined and severally 
pay, besides the costs of prosecution, any sum not exceeding 
sixty nor less than thirty dollars, to the use of the poor of the 
city, borough, county or township where the person whose 
name shall so as aforesaid be omitted in the said list of taxa- 
bles, resides, and the party aggrieved shall in every case be 
a competent witness, to prove such refusal, neglect or wilful 
omission. 

27. Sect. III. The inspectors of the general election shall 
be chosen by ballot y at the time and manner, as is directed in- 
the secoml section of the act, entitled 'An act to regulate the 
general elections within this commonwealth,' passed the 15th 
of February, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine r 

viz, on the [Saturday*] next preceding the first Tuesday in •Altered to 
October, in each year; except as to the time of closing the of 17th 
poll in the city of Philadelphia, the township of the North- ia06 
ern Liberties, and the district of Southwark, where the same p U rdon 230 
may be kept open, until nine o'clock in the same e\t&uv^ 
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28. Sect. IV. No body of troops, being regularly employ- 
ed in the army of the United States, or of this state, shall ap- 
pear and be present, either armed or unarmed, at any place 
of election within this state, during the time of said election: 
Provided, that nothing herein contained shall be so construed 
as to prevent any officer or soldier from exercising the right 
of suffrage, in the district to which he belongs, if otherwise 
qualified agreeably to the laws and constitution of this com- 
monwealth. 

29. Sect. V. It shall be the duty of the commissioners of 
the several counties within this commonwealth, to cause to 
be delivered to the inspectors of the several election districts, 
within their respective counties, on or before nine of the clock 
of the morning of the election, a separate alphabetical list of 
the names and surnames of all the male taxable persons of 
each ward, borough and township, inhabiting within the same, 
who have been assessed for a state or county tax, at least six 
months before that day; and also a sufficient number of blank 
forms and returns, made out in a proper manner, and headed 
as the nature of the election may require, which lists, forms 
and returns, shall be delivered as aforesaid, under the pen- 
alty of fifty dollars on each commissioner for every such ne- 
glect thereof. 

Sect. VI. In cases in which counties consist of more than 
one election district, or in cases where one or more members 
of congress, or members of the senate or house of represen- 
tatives of the general assembly of the commonwealth, are to 
be elected, and in case of the election of governor, the judges 
from each county, and the judges from each election district, 
whose duty it shall be, agreeably to the aforesaid act, to take 
charge of the certificate or certificates of the elections of said 
counties or districts, when met, shall at the place and the 
time appointed by law, cast up the several county or district 
returns, as the case may be, and make duplicate returns of 
the person or persons chosen for the county or counties, if 
there is more than one county connected in the election, and 
one of each returns, if there are more than one, shall be depos- 
ited in the prothonotanr's office of the county, in which they 
AntcaNo. 12 meet, and one other of the returns under a sealed cover, di* 
page SO rected to the secretary of the commonwealth, shall be by the 
said judges placed in one of the nearest post-offices; and it 
shall also be the duty of the said judges to transmit to each of 
the persons elected to serve in congress, or in the senate or 
house of representatives, a certificate of the returns of his 
election, and each judge who shall attend to cast up and make 
out the said returns, shall be allowed ten cents for every mile 
which he shall necessarily travel in performing that service. 

Sect. VII. Every part of the act of 15th February, 1799, 
which is by this act altered, amended or supplied is hereby 
repealed and made null and void. 
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ACT of 17th March, 1806—4 Smith 301. 



An act altering the times of holding township elections, and meeting of 
return judges of the general elections. 

Whereas, it has been represented to the legislature by 
sundry citizens, called Seventh-day Baptists, that owing ta 
the township elections and other public business b-ing trans- 
acted on Saturday or Seventh day of thtr week, they are in 
a great measure excluded from a participation in the privi- 
leges of free citizens: And whereas, it is presumed that 
changing of such elections and meetings, while it would 
afford the relief prayed for by the petitioners, would not be 
any injury to other citizens of this commonwealth, but rather 
a benefit: Therefore, 

SO- Sect. L All township elections, and meetings of AnteaNo, 2 
return judges of the general elections, that no.v are directed P*?** 
by law to be he d on Saturday, shall be holden on the Friday e87 
immediately preceding. page 



ACT of 13th April, 1807—4 Smith .471. 

An act regulating township elections. 

Sect. I. It shall be lawful for a majority of the qualified 
electors present at any meeting, held at the usual place for 
electing assessors or inspectors, or other township officers* 
to change the place of holding said elections, to any suitable 
or convenient nouse best adapted for the convenience of the 
inhabitants of the respective townships* 



ACT of 1 3th April, 1807—4 Smith 476. 

A further supplement to an act to regulate the general elections within 
this commonweal', h. 

31. Sect. I. The returns of sheriff and coroner shall be 
forwarded to the secretary of the commonwealth, in the same See Ante* 
manner as returns are directed to be sent by the sixth section No * ] 
of the act of the 4th of April, one thousand eight hundred and pa 5 e 
three. 



ACT of 2d April, 1821. 7 Smith 473. 
A further supplement to 'in act to regulate the general elections 
within this commonwealth.* 

32. Sect. I. The several qualified electors who shall vote 
at any general or special election within this commonwealth, 
shall give in to the inspectors of such election, separate 
tickets for each station or office voted for, which tickets shall 
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contain no more than the proper number of names; but 129 
ticket shall be rejected by the judges of the election in count- 
ing off the votes, should the same contain fewer names than 
the proper number, those for sheriffs and coroners excepted. 

33. Sect. II. From and after the passage of this act, any 
of the judges of any general, special, township and ward 
election are hereby authorised to administer oaths or affirma- 
tions to persons who may offer to vote at such election, for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether such person is entitled 1 
to vote at such election, agreeably to the laws regulating the I 
general elections within this commonwealth; and* if any person 
swears or affirms falsely, or suborns any other person or 
persons to swear or affirm falsely, he or they shall be subject 
to the same penalties and disabilities as if such oath or affir- 
mation had been administered by a judge of the court or a 
justice of the peace. 

34. Sect. III. The judges, inspectors and 5 clerks who 
shall attend' at an election held for the purpose of electing 
electors for President and Vice President of the United 
States shall receive the same compensation and allowance as 
they are entitled to for attendance at the election of members 
of the general assembly, and shall be paid in the same man- 
ner; and in case of neglect of any of the judges, inspectors 
and clerks to attend to such election, the attending judges 
and inspectors are hereby authorised to appoint a sufficient 
number of suitable persons to supply such aeficiency. 

35. Sect. IV. It shall be the duty of the sheriff of coro* 
ner, as the case may be, of each and every county within 
this commonwealth to give public notice at the same time and 
in the same manner and under the same penalty that he is 
now required to give notice of any general or special election, 
that every person who shall hold any office or appointment 
of profit or trust under the government ot the United States, 
whether a commissioned officer or otherwise, a subordinate 
officer or agent, who- is or shall be employed under the legis- 
lative, executive or judiciary departments of the United 
States, and also that every member of congress is by law In- 
capable «f holding or exercising at the same time the office or 
appointment of judge, inspector or clerk of any election ia 
this state. 

ACT of 29th March, 1813—6 Smith 70. 

An act to enable the militia or volunteers of this state r when in the mili- 
tary service of the United States or of this state, to exercise the rights 
of election. 

36. Sect. I. Whenever any of the citizens of this com- 
monwealth, having a right to vote at a general election, shall 
be in actual military, service, under a requisition from the 
president of the United States, or otherwise, on the days ap~ 
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pointed liy law for holding general elections within this com- 
monwealth, each and every such citizen shall be entitled to 
exercise the right of suffrage at such place as may be prescribed 
by the commanding officer of the company or troop to which 
he or they shall respectively belong, as fully as if he or they 
were present at the usual place of election, any provision in 
any act or acts now in force to the contrary notwithstanding: 
Provided however, that no such election shall be held, if the 
company or troop to which such person or persons shall be 
attached, shall be within two miles of the usual place of hold- 
ing elections, at the time of holding such election. 

37. Sect. II. The proceedings for conducting the said 
elections shall be as far as the same shall be practicable, in 
*ll respects the same as those prescribed by the general elec- 
tion laws of this commonwealth, except that the captain or 
commanding; officer ot each company or troop shall act as 
judge, and that the first lieutenant, or officer second in com- 
mand, shall act as inspector at such election, so far as shall re- 
late to the proper company or troop to which such officer 
shall belong. 

Sect 1H. Within three days after the said elections shall 
have been held, the judges shall respectively transmit a re- 
turn thereof to the prothonotary ot the proper county within 
which the citizens so having voted would have voted, if the 
persons so having voted had not been on actual military ser- 
vice; and they shall respectively transmit another return 
thereof to the commanding officer of the regiment or battalion 
as the case may be, who shall make a general regimental re- 
turn thereof under his hand and seal, and shall transmit the 
same to the secretary of the commonwealth. 

38. Sect. IV. The judges of the respective elections for 
the proper county, in which the volunteers or militia men who 
may have voted as aforesaid, may have resided prior to their 
being called into actual military service, shall meet on the 
second Tuesday in November next after the said election 
shall have been held, and where any other county or counties 
are connected in the election of senators, or members of con- 
gress, the meeting #f all the judges concerned, shall be defer- 
red until the time aforesaid: and the prothonotary of the prop- 
er county shall deliver to them the returns which shall have 
been made as hereinbefore directed; and when the said re- 
turns shall have been so delivered to them the said judges shall 
take all such proceedings thereupon as would be taken if the 
said election or elections had been held within the proper 
county. 

Sect. V. The several officers who shall act as judges and 
inspectors, as herein before directed, shall respectively send 
under their hand? and seals to the prothonotary of the proper 
county, all the tallies and lists of voters. 

Sect. VI. The several officers authorised to conduct the 
elections as aforesaid, shall take the like oaths or afiki&^iw^ 
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Page 77 shall have the like powers, and they, as well as all other per- 
sons who may attet d, vote or offer to vote at the said elec- 
tions, shall be subject to the penalties and resti u tions as 
would be enforced or exercised if such elections had been 
held in the proper county; and in case any of the persons di- 
rected to act as judges or inspectors as aforesaid shall refuse 
or neglect to serve, then th » office; s next in command in the 
companies or troops to which ihe person or persons refusing, 
shall belong shall act as judges and inspectors, «»r in either 
capacity, as the case may be, and shall exert ise and perform 
all the rights and duties enjoined by this act, or shall be sub- 
ject to al» the penalties enjoined or prescribed by law. 

Sect- VIL The cpt.tin or commanding officer of the pro- 
per company or troop authorised by this act to perform the 
duties of judge of election, shail administer the proper oath or 
affirmati n to the officer who shall act as inspector, and as 
soon as the officer so authorised to a-t as inspector shall have 
been sworn or affirmed, he shall administer the proper oath 
to the officer whose duty it shall be to act as judge. 

Sect. VIII. The officer whose duty it may be to act as 
judge of the election, shall appoint two persons to act as 
♦clerks; and he shall administer to them proper oaths or affir- 
mations, as the case may be. 

ELECTIONS IN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA » 



Act of the 31st of March, 1825— Pamphlet laws 130. 

An act for dividing the city of Philadelphia into fiftt en wards, and 
providing" for the choice of judges of the general elections, and for 
other purposes. 

Whereas, from the increased population of the city of 
Philadelphia, and the unequal division of the same into 
wards, great inconveniences have been experienced in con- 
ducting the general elections for the said city: 
For remedy whereof, 

?9. Sect. I. Divides the city into fifteen wards. 

Sect. II It shall be lawful for the electors of the aforesaid 
wards under the s ime regulations that are now prescribed by 
the existing laws, to choose two inspectors of the general elec- 
tions for each and every of the said wards; and in conduct- 
ing the said general elections, and receiving; the votes at the 
same, two inspectors for each ward shall occupy one window 
or door of the house where the election shall be holden, m 
exclusion of the inspector or inspectors of any other ward. 



ELECTIONS- 



ISect. III. The inspectors for the said wards, chosen as afore- 
-said, shall meet at eight o'clock in the forenoon of the day of 
election, at the place appointed for holding the same, for the 
•said city of Philadelphia, and shall then and there choose fif- 
teen respectable citizens, qualified to vote, who shall be 
judges ot the election in said city; and the fifteen judges so 
chosen by the inspectors ot the said fifteen wards, shall per- 
form all the duties enjoined by law upon the judges of the 
general elections for the said city. 

Sect. IV. At the next ensuing election for assessors and 
constables, for the several wards of the said city, each of the 
aforesaid wards shall be entitled to choose the same number of 
assessors as the several wards are now bv law entitled to; 
and two suitable persons, one of whom shall be appointed 
•constable thereof, in the manner now provided bv law; and 
it shall be the duty of the constable in the month of May next, 
to call a meeting of the qualified electors residing therein, 
to be held at some convenient place within the same ward, 
two weeks notice of which meeting and of the time and place 
of holding he same shall be given by him, in at least two of 
the daily papers published in the said city, and by six or 
more printed advertisements, affixed at as many of the most 
noted and public places in the said ward, at which meeting 
its :all and may be lawful for a majority of the said qualified 
voters there assembled, to choose and appoint a place in the 
said ward, most convenient to them, for holding, in future, 
their ward elections; and as often thereafter as the constable 
of any of the said wards shall be thereto required by thirty 
or more of the qualified electors residing therein, to call a 
meeting of the qualified electors residing in the said ward, 
for the purpose of taking into consideration the expediency 
of changing the place of holding the ward elections, in the 
said ward: it shall be the duty of the said cons'able, within 
six days thereafter, to call such a meeting, to be held at the 
place where the ward elections of said ward have theretofore 
been held, giving the like notice of the said meeting as is 
above required, in which notice shall also be stated, the ob- 
ject of such meeting; and it shall and may be lawful for a 
majority of the said qualified electors who may so assemble, 
[to the number of eighty or tnorcj to choose and appoint such 
other place in the said ward as may be most convenient to 
them, for holding, in future, the ward elections of the said 
ward; and it shall be the duty of the constable in each and 
every of the said wards, to give the like notice as is above 
required, of all and every the ward elections to be held in 
their respective wards: and until the next ensuing elections, 
the present assessors and constables shall continue in the 
performance of their several duties, as if this act had not 
been passed. 
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Sect.V. The constable of New Market ward, shall continue 
to perform the duties of his office, for the ward called by this 
law, "New Market ward," and that the qualified electors of 
"Pine ward," shall be and the are hereby authorised and em- 
powered,on the third Friday in May next, to elect two per- 
sons as constables, one of which shall be appointed in the 
manner now required by lawj and that the constable of New 
Market ward, shall give due notice and otherwise superin- 
tend the said election, in the same manner as in an election 
for constables in his own ward. 

Sect. VI. From and after the passage of this act, no person 
holding any office of trustor profit under or by virtue of any or- 
dinance or ordinances heretofore passed, or that shall hereafter 
be passed, by the select and common councils of the said city, 
whether a comissioned officer or otherwise a subordinate offi- 
cer or agent, shall be competent to serve as an inspector, a 
judge, or a clerk, at any election in any of the aforesaid 
wards, or at the general elections for the said city of Phila- 
delphia. 

Sect. VII. [ Relates to the assessment of taxes in the 
fourteen wards.] 

Sect. VIII. Every law or part of any law which is by this 
act altered or supplied, shall be so far and no farther repeal- 
ed and made void. 



Act of first of March, 1800, Purdon 219. 

An act for dividing the city of Philadelphia into wards and allowing" an 
additional inspector to each of the said wards and for other purposes. 

Sect. I. Divides the city of Philadelphia into fourteen 
wards. 

Sect. II. [The first part of this section supplied by the se- 
cond section of the act of the thirty first of March eighteen 
Antea page hundred and twenty-five.'] And from and after the passing of 
92 this act, the general elections for the said city shall be open- 
No.39 e d between the hours of eight and ten in the forenoon, and 
3 Smith 414 con tinue without interruption or adjournment, until the 
electors, who shall come to the said election, shall have an 
opportunity to give in their votes, any thing in the said re- 
cited act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

ACT of 9th April, 1828— Pamphlet Laws 248. 

An act providing* payment to the constables of the county of Philadel* * 
phia, for their services at elections. 

Sect. I. That the constables of the city, and of the several 
districts and townships of the county of Philadelphia, be al- 
lowed such reasonable sum or sums of money as may be ex- 
pended by the said constables in attending to the ward, dis- 
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trict or township elections, under the existing laws for choos* 
ing inspectors of the general elections and constables, together 
with two dollars to each of the said constables, as a compen- 
sation for his services in attending to said ward, district or 
township election, to be paid by the said ward, districts or 
township, in such manner as the corporations of the said city, 
districts, and the settlers of road accounts of said townships 
may respectively direct. 



ACT of 10th April, 1825— Pamphlet law* 406. 

An act regulating election districts. 

40. Sect. LXV I. The inspectors of the general election for 
each ward in the city of Philadelphia, shall hereafter choose two 
clerks for their respective wards, and one judge of the gener- 
al election at the time and place provided for by the existing 
laws, and the judges so chosen shall perform their duties as 
heretofore: Provided always^ that on a disagreement between 
any two of the said inspectors in the choice ot the judge or 
clerks, the said inspectors shall determine the same by lot, 
and that so much of any law or laws now in force as is hereby 
altered or supplied be and the same is hereby repealed. 

SENATORIAL AND REPRESENTATIVE 'DISTRICTS. 



ACT of 25th March, 1822—7 Smith 514. 

/ 

An act to fix the number of senators and representatives and form the 
- state into districts,, in pursuance of the provisions of the constitution. 

41. Sect. I. Until the next enumeration of the taxable in- 
habitants and an apportionment thereon, the senate shall con- 
sist of thirty- three senators, and be apportioned as follows: 

First district, viz:— The city of Philadelphia shall be a 
district, and elect two senators. Second— The county of 
Philadelphia shall be a district, and elect two. Third— The 
county of Montgomery shall be a district, and elect one. 
Fourth — The counties ot Chester and Delaware shall be a 
district, and elect two. Fifth — The county of Bucks shall 
be a district, and elect one. Sixth— The counties of Herks 
and Schuylkill shall be a district and elect two. Seventh— 
The county of Lancaster shall be a district and elect two.. 
Eighth — The counties of Dauphin and Lebanon shall be a di*- 
trict> and elect one. Ninth— The counties of Northumber- 
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land and Union, shall be a district, and elect one. Tenth— 
the counties of Luzerne and Columbia shall be a district, ancf 
elect one. Eleventh — The counties of Bradford, Susque- 
hanna, and Tioga shall be a district and elect one. Twelfth 
—-the counties of Northampton, Lehigh, Pike and Wayne 
shall be a district and elect two. Thirteenth — The counties 
of Lycoming, Centre, Clearfield, M'Kean and Potter shall 
be adistiict, and elect one Fourteenth The counties of 
York and Adams shall be a district, and elect two. Fifteenth 
— The county of Frank. in shall be a district, and elect one. 
Sixteenth— '1 he counties of Cumberland and Perry shall be 
a district, and elect one. Seventeenth — The counties of 
Huntingdon and Mifflin shall be a district, and elect one* 
Eighteenth — The county ol Westmoreland shall be a district, 
and elect one. Nineteenth — The county of Fayette shah be 
a district, and elect one. Twentieth — The counties of 
Washington and Greene shall be a district and elect two. 
Twenty-tirst — The counties of Allegheny, Beaver and But- 
ler shall be a district, and elect two Twenty -second — 
The counties of Somerset and Bedford shall be a district, and 
elect one. Twenty third — The counties of Erie, Crawford 
and Mercer shall be a district, and elect one. Twenty- 
fourth — The couuiies of Venango, Warren, Armstrong, In- 
diana, Jefferson and Cambria shall be a district, and elect 
one. 

Sect. II. In those districts which are composed of more 
than one count) 7 , the judges of the district elections within 
each county, alter having formed a return of the whole elec- 
tion within such county, in such manner as is or may be 
directed by law shall send the same by one of their number 
to the place hereinafter mentioned, within the district of 
which »uch county is a part, where the judges so met, shall 
cast up the several county returns, and execute under their 
hands and seals one general and true return for the whole 
district, viz: The judges of the district composed of the 
counties of Chester and Delaware, shall meet at the court- 
house in the borough of West Chester; the Judges of the dis- 
trict composed of the counties of Berks and Schuylkill, shall 
meet at the house of John Bailey, in Hamburg, in the county 
of Berks; the judges of tne district composed of the counties 
of Dauphin and Lebanon, shall meet at the public house of 
John Wolfersbergcr, in Campbellstown; the judges of the 
district composed ot the counties of Northumberland and 
Union, shall meet at the house now in the possession of Ran- 
dall Wilcox, in the borough of Lewisburg, in Union county; 
the judges of the district composed of the counties of Lucerne 
and Columb a, shall meet at the house now occupied by Sam- 
uel Ileadly, in Berwick, in the county of Columbia; the 
judges of the district composed of the counties of Bradford, 
Susquehanna and Tioga, snail meet at the court-house in the 
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village of Meansville, in the county of Bradford; the judge* 
of the district composed of the counties of Northampton, Le- 
high, Pike and Wayne, shall meet at the court-house in the 
borough of Easton, in the county of Northampton; the judges 
of the district composed of the counties of Lycoming, Centre, 
Clearfield, M'Kean and Potter, shall meet at the house now 
occupied by Asher Hunt, at Bald Eagle Bridge, in Centre 
county; the judges of the district composed ot the counties 
of York and Adams, shall meet at the house now occu- 
pied by Henry Bear, in Hanover, in the county of York; the 
judges of the district composed of the counties of Cumber* 
land and Perry, shall meet at the court-house in the borough 
of Carlisle, in the county of Cumberland; the judges of the 
district composed of the counties of Huntingdon and Mifflin, 
shall meet at the house of John Reed, in Belleville, in Mifflin 
county; the judges of the district composed of the counties 
of Washington and Greene, shall meet at the house formerly 
occupied by Henry Carter, in the town of Amity, Washing- 
ton county; the judges of the district composed of the coun- 
ties of Allegheny, Beaver and Butler, shall meet at the house 
now occupied by Martin Byrnes, in Pine township, Alleghe- 
ny county; the judges of the district composed of the counties 
of Somerset and Bedford, shall meet at the house of John 
Statler, Allegheny Mountain; the judges of the district com- 
posed of the counties of Erie, Crawford and Mercer, shall 
meet at the court-house in the town of Meadvilte, in the coun- 
ty of Crawford; the judges of the district composed of the 
counties of Venango, Warren, Armstrong, Indiana, Jefferson 
and Cambria, shall meet at the house now occupied by Philip 
Clover, in the county of Armstrong. 

Sect, III. Until the next enumeration of taxables, and an 
apportionment thereon made, the House of Representatives 
at a ratio of two thousand one hundred, shall consist of one 
hundred members, viz: 

The city of Philadelphia shall be entitled to six members; 
the county of Philadelphia to seven; the county of Bucks to 
four; the county of Chester to four; the county of Lancaster 
to six; the county of York to four; the county of Cumberland 
to two; the county of Perry to one; the counties of Berks and 
Schuylkill to five, and the return judges shall meet at the 
house of John Bailey in Hamburg, in the county of Berks; 
the counties of Northampton, Wayne and Pike to three, and 
the return judges shall meet at the court house in the borough 
of Kaston; the county of Lehigh to two, the county of Nor- 
thumberland to one; the county of Union to two; the county 
of Columbia to two, the county of Washington to four; the 
county of Westmoreland to three; the counties of Armstrong 
Indiana and Jefferson to two, and the return judges shall 
meet at the house of Robert \Voodward, in Armstrong 
county; the county of Fayette* to three; the county of Beet 
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ford to two; the county of Franklin to three; the county of 
Montgomery to four; the county of Dauphin to two* the 
county of Lebanon to two; the counties of Luzerne and Sus- 
quehanna to three, and the return judges shall meet at the 
house now occupied by John Buckingham, in Tunkhannock 
township, in Luzerne county; the county of Bradford to onej 
the county of Huntingdon to two; the county of Beaver to 
one; the counties of Allegheny and Butler to four, and the 
return judges to meet at the house of Martin Byrnes, in Pine 
township, Allegheny county; the county of Mifflin to two; 
the county of Delaware to one; the counties of Somerset and 
Cambria to two, and the return judges shall meet at the 
house of George Graham, in Stoystown, in the county of 
Somerset; the counties of Lycoming, Potter, M'Keanand 
Tioga to two, and the return judges shall meet at the court 
house in the borough of Williamsport; the county of Greene 
to one; the county of Adams to two; the counties of Centre 
and Clearfield to two, and the return judges shall meet at 
the court house in the borough of Bellefonte; the couHties of 
Erie and Warren to one, and the return judges to meet at 
the house of W illiam Miles in Union township, Erie countj; 
the counties of Crawford and Venango to one, and the return 
* Place of judges shall meet at [the house of col. James Cochran*'] in; the 
meeting ul- township of Wayne, in the county of Crawford; the county 
tered. See of Mercer to one. 

act of 16th Sect. IV. The senators and representatives shall be chosen 
section^! 7 ' ^ tn ® ^ U ^ V < i ua,ifi . e(1 citizens of Philadelphia and the several 
Postea ' counties, at the time, manner and place prescribed by the 
page 99 constitution and laws of this commonwealth. 

Sect. V. At the general election for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-two, the qualified electors of the 
city of Philadelphia shall elect one senator; and the qualifi- 
ed electors of the county of Philadelphia shall elect one sen- 
ator. And at the general election for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-three, the qualified electors of the 
city of Philadelphia shall elect one senator; and at the 
general election tor the year one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-five, the qualified electors of the county of Philadel- 
phia shall elect one senator: Provided, That in case any sen- 
ator or senators, who is or now are jointly elected by the city 
and county of Philadelphia, shall die or resign before the ex- 
piration of the term for which such senator or senators shall 
have been elected, his or their vacancy or vacancies, shall 
be filled agreeably to the mode prescribed by this section: 
And provided also n That all electors for senators for the dis- 
trict composed of the city of Philadelphia, and the district 
composed of the county of Philadelphia, alter the year one 
thousand ei»ht hundred and twenty-live, shall also pursue the 
mode prescribed by this section, so that when the term of 
service of the senators that inay be elected by the county of 
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Philadelphia, at the elections in the years one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-two. and one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-five shall expire, or such senator or senators shall 
die or resign, the qualified electors of the county of Phila- 
delphia shall fill such vacancies, and so that when the term 
of service of the senators elected by the city of Philadelphia, 
at the elections in the years one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-two, and one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
three, shall expire, or such senator or senators shall die or 
resign, the qualified electors of the city of Philadelphia shall 
fill such vacancies. 

Sect. VI. The members which shall be elected to represent 
tiie counties composing the eleventh and twenty -fourth sena- 
torial districts in the senate, shall be classified in conformity 
with the ninth section of the first article of the constitution of 
the state. 



ACT of 16th April, 1827— Pamphlet laws 482. 

An act regulating election districts, and for other purposes. 

Sect XLVI. The return judges for the representative dis- 
trict, com posed of the counties of Crawford and Venango, shall 
hereafter meet at the house of John Greer, on the Susquehan- 
na and Waterford turnpike road, in Wayne township, Craw- 
ford county. 



ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 



ACT of 2d April, 1822— 7 Smith 666. 

An act to provide for the election of representatives of the people gf 
this state, in the congress ot the United States. 

42 Sect. I For the purpose of electing representatives of 
the people of Pennsylvania, to serve in the House of Represen- 
tatives in the Congress of the United States, this state shall 
be divided into eighteen districts, as follows: 

First — The district of Southwark, the townships, of Moy- 
amensing, Passyunk, Blockley and Kingsessing, in the coun- 
ty of Philadelphia, and Cedar and New Market wards, of the 
city of Philadelphia, shall be the first district, and elect one 
member. Second— The remaining wards of the city of Phil- 
adelphia shall be the second district, and elect one^mem;? 
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ber. Third — The remaining part of the county of Philadel- 
phia shall be the third district, and elect one member. 
Fourth — The counties of Delaware, Chester and Lancaster 
thall be the fourth district, and elect three members. Fifth — 
The county of Montgomery shall be the fifth district, and 
elect one member. Sixth — The counties of Dauphin and Leb- 
anon shall be the sixth district, and shall elect one member. 
Seventh — The counties of Berks, Schuylkill and Lehigh shall 
be the seventh district and shall elect two members. Eighth — 
The counties of Bucks, Northampton, Pike and Wayne shall 
be the eighth district, and shall elect two members. Ninth — 
The counties of Union, Northumberland, Columbia, Luzerne, 
Susquehanna, Brad ford, Lycoming/rioga, Potter and M'Kean 
shall be the ninth district, and shall elect three members. 
Tenth — The county of York shall be the tenth district, and 
shall elect one member. Eleventh — The counties of Adams, 
Franklin, Cumberland and Perry shall be the eleventh dis- 
trict, and elect two members. Twelfth — The counties of 
Huntingdon, Mifflin, Centre and Clearfield shall be the 
twelfth district, and shall elect one member. Thirteenth — 
The counties of Bedford, Somerset and Cambria shall be the 
thirteenth district, and shall elect one member. Fourteenth — 
The counties of Fayette and Greene shall be the fourteenth 
district, and shall elect one member. Fifteenth — The coun- 
ty of Washington shall be the fifteenth district, and shall 
elect one member. Sixteenth — The counties of Allegheny, 
Beaver, Butler and Armstrong, shall be the sixteenth district, 
and shall elect two members. Seventeenth — The counties 
Qt Westmoreland, Indiana and Jefferson shall be the seven- 
teenth district, and shall elect one member. Eighteenth — 
The counties of Erie, Crawford, Mercer, Warren and Venan- 
go shall be the eighteenth district, and shall elect one member. 

Sect. II. The election of representatives, agreeably to the 
constitution of the United States and the direction of this act, 
shall be held by the citizens of this state qualified to vote for 
members of assembly, on' the second Tuesday of October 
next, and on the second Tuesday of October every second 
year thereafter, until an enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
tJnited States shall be taken, agreeably to the constitution 
and laws of the United States, at the same places respective- 
ly, in the same manner and under the care and regulation of 
the same officers, as is provided in and by the several acts of 
assembly for the regulation of the general elections of this 
state; of which elections public notice shall be given by the 
sheriffs of the several counties, at least thirty days before the 
said election. 

Sect. HI. Every person who shall be guilty of any neglect 
or abuse of this act, or of any of the said acts of assembly for 
the regulation of elections, at any election to be held in pur- 
suance ol this act, shall be prosecuted and punished in the 
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same manner, as if guilty of the like neglect or abuse in the 
election of members of the legislature of this state. 

Sect- IV. The judges ot the election in each county or 
district, erected into a separate district, after having formed 
the return of the whole election in the said county or district, 
in such manner as is by law directed, shall within six days 
cause said return to be deposited in the office of the prothon- 
otary of said county or district, and shall also cause a dupli- 
cate thereof, signed and sealed, in the same manner as the 
said return, under a sealed cover, directed to the secretary 
of the commonwealth, to be placed forthwith in the nearest 
post offices, or to be otherwise within twenty days safely de- 
livered to him, and they shall also transmit to each of the 
persons elected, a certificate of the returns of his election. 

Sect. V. The judges of the elections of each of the fol- 
lowing counties or districts, after having formed the returns 
of the whole elections in these counties or districts respec* 
tively, in such manner as is by law directed, shall send the 
same by one or more of their number, to the place hereafter 
mentioned within the district, of which such county or dis- 
trict is apart, when the judges so met, shall compare and 
cast up the several returns, and shall execute under their 
hands and seals, one general and true return of the whole 
district, that is to say, that the judges of the first, second and 
third districts, shall meet at the state house in the city of 
Philadelphia, the judges of the fourth district shall meet at 
the court house in Chester county, the judges of the fifth dis- 
trict shall meet at the court house in Montgomery county, 
the judges of the sixth district shall meet at the house now 
occupied by John Wolfersberger, Campbellstown, in the 
county of Lebanon, the judges of the seventh district shall 
meet at the house now occupied by George Fiester, Kutz- 
town, Berks county, the judges of the eighth district, shall 
meet at the court house in the borough of Easton. the judges 
of the ninth district shall meet at the house now occupied by 
John P. Schuyler, Pennsborough, Lycoming county, the 
judges of the tenth district shall meet at the court house in the 
borough of York; the judges of the eleventh district shall 
meet at the house now occupied by Patrick Cochran, in the 
town of Shippensburg, the judges of the twelfth district shall 
meet at the house now occupied by Alexander Ennis, Ennis- 
ville, in Huntingdon county, the judges of the thirteenth 
district shall meet at the house now occupied by John Stot- 
ler, on the Allegheny Mountain in Somerset county, the 
judges of the fourteenth district shall meet at the house now 
occupied by Jeremiah Davidson, Luzerne township, Fayette 
county, the judges of the fifteenth district shall meet at the 
court house in the town of Washington, the judges of the 
sixteenth district shall meet at the court house in the town of 
Butler, in Butler county, the judges of the seventeenth dis- 
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trict sliall meet at the house now occupied by [Robtrt Elder f 
* Place of in BlackHck township,*"^ in the county of Indiana, the 
meeting al- judges ot the eighteenth district shall meet at the court house 
tePed f i^ C f in * own °f Meadville, in the county of Crawford, on the 
April ,18^6 t,lird Tue . sda J of October next, and on the third Tuesday of 
section 49.' O c * ODer biennially thereafter, during the continuance of this 
Postea * ac *i an d within the space of ten days after the said election, 
the judges of each respective district so convened, shall 
cause one copy of the said general return to be deposited in 
the office of the prothonotary of the county in which they 
meet; and a duplicate thereof signed and scaled in the same 
manner as the said return, under a sealed cover, directed to 
the Secretary of the Commonwealth, shall be by the said 
judges placed in one of the nearest post offices, or otherwise 
within twenty days safely delivered to him, and they shall 
also within twenty days transmit to each of the persons elect- 
ed, a certificate of the returns of his election; and it shall be 
the duty of the Governor, on the receipt of the returns trans- 
mitted to the Secretary of the Commonwealth, to declare by 
proclamation, the name or names of the person or persons to 
nim returned, as duly elected in each respective district, and 
he shall also as soon as conveniently may be thereafter, 
transmit the return so to him made, to the House of Itepre-' 
sentatives in the Congress of the United States. 



Act of 10th. April 1826. Pamphlet laws 404. 

An act regulating Election districts. 

Sect. XL1X. The place of meeting of the return judges of 
the seventeenth congressional district, composed of the coun- 
ties of Westmoreland, Indiana and JeflVrson, shall hereafter be 
held at the house now occupied by Samuel M'Anulty, in the 
borough of Blairsville, in the county of Indiana. 



ACT of 18th February 1805. 4. Smith 208. 

An Act directing the mode of filling vacancies in the representation of 
this state in the House of Representatives of the United States. 

43. Sect. 1. When any vacancy shall happen by death, 
resignation or otherwise, in the representation of the people 
See supple- of this state in the house of representatives of the United 
mcnt, passed States, the governor of this commonwealth shall issue his 
10th March, writ or writs to the sheriff or sheriffs of the county or coun- 
p 817 " ties, of which the congressional district is composed, com- 

Fostca 44 rowing SU ch sheriff or sheriffs, on a certian day therein par- 
ticularly expressed, to hold an election to supply such va- 
cancy; and such writ or writs, so issued by the governor, 
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•hall be delivered to the sheriff or sheriffs, to whom the same 
may be directed, at least twenty days before the day appoint- 
ed for such election, who shall forthwith give due and public 
notice thereof throughout the county at least fifteen days be- 
fore such election, and shall send a copy thereof to one or* 
more of the judges of each election district therein; and such 
elections shall be holden and conducted in the same manner, 
and under the care and regulation of the same officers, who 
conducted the next preceding annual electiou; subject to the 
same penalties as are or hereafter may be in flic ted on delin- 
quent election officers. 

ACT of 10th March 1817. 6 Smith 416: 

A Supplement to an 'An act directing the mode of filling' vacancies in 
the representation of this state, in the house of representatives of the 
United States. 

44. Sect. I. In all cases where a writ of election shall 
be issued by the governor, to supply a vacancy in the repre- 
sentation from this state in the house of representatives of the 
United States, if such writ shall be issued during the recess 
of congress, or when the same shall not be required to meet 
before the next succeeding general election of this state, the 
governor shall direct the said election to be held at the time 
and place appointed for holding the general election; and it 
shall be held and conducted by the judges, inspectors and 
clerks of the general election, in the same manner, and sub- 
ject to all the rules, regulations and penalties that are or shall 
be provided by law for regulating the general elections: Pro- 
vided always, That if, after issuing such writ, the congress 
shall be required to meet before the said general election,the 
governor may issue a writ for a special election to fill such 
vacancy, in the manner prescribe4by the act to which this is 
a supplement. * 

ELECTION OF ELECTORS OF PRESIDENT X$D VICE 
PRESIDENT. 

ACT of 2d February 1802. 3 Smith 48S. 
An act to direct the manner, time, and places of holding elections, for 
electors of President and Vice-President of the United Stales. 

45. Sect. I. An election shall be held in the city of Phil- 
adelphia, and the several counties of this commonwealth, by 
the citizens qualified to g vote for members of the general 
assembly, at the same places at which the said members shall 
have been voted for at the lust preceding election, on tlv« 
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fifth Friday preceding the first Wednesday in December, 
which will be in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
four, and on the fifth Friday preceding the first Wednesday 
in December in every fourth year thereafter, for the purpose 
of electing electors of a president and vice-president of the 
United States; of which elections due notice shall be given 
by the sheriffs of the respective counties, and th<* several 
judges, inspectors, and clerks, who shall have attended at 
the last election, for members of the general assembly, shall 
attend and perform, at the said election of electors, the like 
duties, and be subject to the like penalties for neglect or mis- 
conduct, as they are or shall be liable to, at the election of 
members of the general assembly. 

Sect. II. At every such election, every citizen qualified 
as aforesaid, shall be entitled to vote by delivering to the 
proper officer, a written or printed ticket or ballot, contain- 
ing the names of a number of persons, equal to the whole 
number of senators and representatives to which this state 
may be entitled in congress of the United States; and the 
same proceedings shall be had with the said tickets, as is or 
shall be by law directed, at the election of members of the 
general assembly: and as soon as all the votes shall have 
been read off and counted, the judges of each district shall 
make out a certificate signed by the said judges, or a major- 
ity of them, of the number of votes which have been given 
for each candidate, which numbers shall be expressed in 
words at length, and one of the said judges shall take charge 
of said certificate, and on the Monday next after said election 
shall have been holden, produce the same in a meeting of 
one judge from each district within the said county, at the 
court house, and for the city and county of Philadelphia, at 
the stale house, for which service each judge shall be allowed 
ten cents for every mile h^ shall have travelled in performing 
the same, and the judges of the several districts of the said 
county so met, shall add together the number of votes which* 
shall appear to have been given for each candidate, and make 
out triplicate returns on paper or parchment, signed by the 
said judges, or a majority of thorn, containing the names of 
the persons voted lor, and the number of votes given for 
each, expressed in words at length; two of which returns 
shall be delivered forthwith, by one of the said judges, to the 
prothonotary of the proper county, who shall file one of their 
in his office, and within two days after he shall have received 
the said returns, deposit one of them in the nearest pos' 
office, to be forwarded to the office of the secretary of tht 
commonwealth, to be there filed; and the third return shall 
be forthwith delivered by one of the judges, to the sheriff a* 
the proper county, indorsing thereon, the time of delivering 
the same, who shall by himself or his deputy, deliver the . 
same to the governor, within fourteen days after the Election 
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shall have been hoi den: and the said prothonotary and sheriff 
shall receive for transmitting, depositing and delivering the 
«aid returns to the post office and the governor as aforesaid, 
the same compensation as is allowed for similar services, bj 
the act, entitled ' An act to regulate the general elections 
within this commonwealth, passed the fifteenth day of Feb- 
ruary, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine; and the 
prothonotaries and sheriffs respectively, shall be subject to 
like penalties for neglect or misconduct, as are prescnbed in 
similar cases, by the said recited act, and the governor shall 
enumerate and ascertain the number of votes given for each 
and every person so as aforesaid voted for, and shall there- 
upon declare bv proclamation, the names of the persons duly 
elected and chosen, and shall cause a notification of their 
election to be delivered to the person so chosen, on or before 
the last Wednesday in the month of November next after 
such election. 

Sect. III. The electors who shall be chosen as aforesaid, 
shall at twelve o'clock, on the day which is or may be direct- ' 
ed by the congress of the United States, meet at the seat of 
government of this state, and shall then and there perform 
the duties enjoined upon them by the constitution and laws of 
the United States. [By an act of congress of the 1st of Mai ch, La W8 ^ jj % 
1792, that day is the first Wednesday in December; their s.voL2,pag« 
votes are to be delivered to the president of the senate of the U. 254. 
S. before the first day of January, to be opened in congress on 



Sect. IV. Each of the said electors shall, before the hour 
of nine o'clock, A. M. on the day next preceding the day 
of election of president and vice president of the United 
States, give notice to the governor, that he is at the seat of 
government, and ready to perform the duties of an elector, 
and it shall be the duty of the governor on the day of die 
jneeting of the said electors, between the hours of nine and 
o'clock, A. M. to inform the legislature (if in session) who 
of the electors are at the seat of government, and if by that 
information, it shall appear that any one or more of the elec- 
tors be absent from the seat of govcrment, the legislature 
shall forthwith proceed to choose by a joint vote, a person or 
persons to fill up such vacancies as may have occurred by 
the non-attendance ot one or more of the electors, and imme- 
diately after such choice shall have been made by the legisla- 
ture, the name or names of the person or persons so chosen, 
shall be transmitted to the governor, whose duty it shall be 
forthwith to cause a notification of his or their election to be 
delivered in writing to each and every of the electors last 
chosen as aforesaid; and Hie said person or persons so notifi- 
ed , and not the person or persons in whose places he or they 
shall be chosen as aforesaid, shall be electors, and shall meet 
on the same day, together with the other electors, and perform 
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the duties enjoined on them by the constitution and laws of 
the United States. 

. Skct. V. In case of any election of a president and vice- 
president of the United State-, at any other periods than 
those herein before specified, the same shall in all respects be 
held, conducted and concluded as is provided by this act, im 
the case of an election held at the ordinary period prescribed 
by the constitution and laws of the United States, for hold- 
ing the same. 

Sect. VI. Each of the said electors shall receive three dol- 
lars daily wages, when travellingto, remaining at, and return- 
ing from the^lace of meeting aforesaid, the same to be paid 
by the treasurer of the state* on a warrant or warrants signed 
by the president of the meeting of the said electors, if any 
they shall choose, or by a majority of such electors, exclusive 
of persons in whose favour the warrant is drawn. 



ELECTION OF UNITED STATES' SENATOR. 



ACT of 5th February, 1803—3 Smith 486. 

An act to prescribe the times, placet and manner of choosing senatoo, 
to represent this state in the senate of the United States. 

46. Whereas, the constitution of the United States de- 
clares, that the times places and manner of holding elections 
for senators of the United States, shall be prescribed in each 
state by the legislature thereof: Therefore, 

Sect. I. Wherever a vacancy is about to take placMP 
the representation tro.u this state, in the senate of tne Uni- 
ted States, in consequence of the expiration of the tim* for 
which a senator was chosen, the legislature shall proceed to 
supply such vacancy in the following manner, to wit: The 
members of both houses shall assemble in the chamber of the 
house of representatives, at the hour of twelve, on the second 
Tuesday in December, preceding the month of March in any 
jt'ar, wherein a vacancy shall happen by the expiration of 
the constitutional term, for which such senator was elected, 
and then and there elect a senator or senators, as the case 
may be, to represent this state in the senate of United States, 
which election shall be conductefrMn the following manner, 
viz* Before the time of meeting, each house shall appoint 
one teller, and nominate one or more candidate or candidates 
ior senator, and two days previously to the said meeting, 
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communicate to each other the names of the persons so by 
them respectively appointed and nominated; at the meeting, 
the speaker of, the senate, or in his absence, the speaker of 
the house of representatives shall preside; the*names of the 
persons voted for, and the members voting, shall be entered 
in writing by the tellers, who shall report to the president the 
Bnmber of votes, given for each candidate; if neither of the 
candidates shall have a majority of Votes of the whole number 
of the members present, a second poll shall be taken, and so 
from tim to time until so-».e one of the candidates shall have 
a majority of votes of the whole number of the members pres- 
ent; if die election shall not have been completed at the first 
meeting, the president shall adjourn to such time as a majority 
of the members then present, shall agree, and so from time t<f 
time, until the election shall have been finally ciosed; where- 
upon the president shall announce the person having a ma- 
jority ol votes, of the whole number of members present, to 
be duly elected a senator to represent this state in the senate 
of the United States; and the president shall, in the presence 
of the members of both -houses, sign four several certificates 
of the election, attested by the tellers; ope of which certifi- 
cates shall be transmitted to the president of the senate of 
the United States, one to the person so elected, and the re- 
maining two shall be preserved among the records, and enter- 
ed at length on the journals of the senate, and on the jour- 
nals of the house of representatives; and whenever a vacancy 
by death, resignation or otherwise, shall happen in the rep* 
resentation of this state, in the senate of the United States, 
after the said second Tuesday in December, and during the 
session of the legislature, then and in such case, the legisla- 
ture shall, within eight days after knowing or being informed 
of such vacancy, proceed to fill the same, in the manner 
hereinbefore prescribed. 

CONTESTED ELECTIONS. 



ACT of 29th September, 1791—3 Smith 45. 

An act to regulate the trials of contested elections. 

Whereas, the constitution of this commonwealth requires, 
that contested elections of members of the senate and house 
of representatives shall be determined by a committee of 
each house respectively, selected, formed and regulated, in 
such manner as shall be directed by law; and that contested 
elections of a person to serve as governor shall be determiagj^ 
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by a committee, to t>e selected from both houses of the legis- 
lature, also to be formed and regulated in such manner a* 
sha'l be directed by law: Therefore, 

47. Sect. I. Whenever a petition, signed by at least fifty* 
of the qualified electors of this state, shall be addressed to the 
legislature, complaining of an undue election, or a false re- 
turn of a person elected governor, such petit ien shall bedeliv- 



iwformation thereof to both houses, the members uh<:reuf7 on 
a day and hour to be agree*! upon between them, not exceed- 
ing ten days from the delivery of such petition, shall convene 
in a conference room, where the petition shall be read by the 
speaker of the senate; the names of the members of each 
house shall then be called over by their respective clerks; 
and a quorum of both houses being present, the names of all the 
members of the senate present shall be written on distinct 
pieces of paper, as nearly similar as may be, each of which 
shall be rolled up and put into a box by the clerk of the house 
of representatives, and placed on the speaker's table, and 
after being shaken and intermixed, the clerk of the senate shall 
draw them out one by one, and put them alternately into 
three boxes, also placed on the speaker's table; and when 
the whole number shall be so distributed, the clerk of the 
house of representatives shall shake and intermix the papers 
in each box, and shall draw alternately from each box the 
papers so rolled up, and shall deliver them singly to the 
speaker of the house of representatives, who shall open and 
read them aloud, and then deliver them singly to the speaker 
of the senate, who shall place them open on the table, and a 
member of each house shall take down in writing the name 
so called, and shall each of them repeat aloud the name they 
have so written, until the number of twelve names be drawn 
out; the names of all the members of the house of represen- 
tatives present shall then be written on distinct pieces of pa- 
per, as nearly similar as may be, each of which shall be 
rolled up and put into a box, by the clerk of the senate, and 
placed on the speaker's table, and after being shaken and in- 
termixed, the clerk of the house of representatives shall draw 
them out one by one, and put them alternately into three box- 
es, also placed on the table; ami when the whole number 
shall be so distributed, the clerk of the senate -hall shake and 
intermix the papers in each box, and shall then draw alter- 
nately from each box the papers so rolled up, and shall de- 
liver them singly to the speaker of the senate, who shall open 
them, and read them aloud, and then deliver them singly to 
the speaker of the house of representatives, who shall place 




• Five at least of the petitioners to take and subscribe an oath or. 
affirmation that the facts stated in the petition are true, to the best ef 
their knowledge and belief. Postea No. 49, 
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them open on the table, and a member of each house shall 
take down in writing the name so called, and shall each of 
them repeat aloud the name they have so written, until the 
number of twenty-five members of the house of representa- 
tives be completed; but any objection made by either of the 
parties to any of the members so selected by lot shall be suffi- 
cient to discharge such member from the service, and another 
name shall be drawn in lieu thereof, and so shall continue, 
until the whole number of twelve members of the senate and 
twenty-five members of the house of representatives shall be 
completed; and in all cases, the members drawn in lieu of 
those objected to shall be in like manner liable t» be set aside, 
and others drawn in their places: Provided, that if so many 
shall be set aside, upon account of objections to them, that 
there shall not appear more than a sufficient number remain- 
ing to perform the service required by this act, then no fur- 
ther objections shall be admitted. 

Skct. If. When the names of twelve members of the 
senate, and twenty five members of the house of representa- 
tives shall have been so drawn, a list of the members so ap- 
pointed shall be given to each of the parties, who shall imme- 
diately withdraw to some adjoining room, with a clerk or 
member appointed by the joint vote of the members present, 
where they shall proceed alternately to strike off the names 
upon the said list, until the number shall be reduced to four 
members of the senate, and nine members of the house of re- 
presentatives, and, within one hour from the time of so with- 
drawing, shall deliver to the speaker of the senate, the names 
of the said four members of the senate, and nine members of 
the house of representatives remaining on the list, who shall 
then respectively take an oath or affirmation, to be adminis- 
tered by the speaker of the senate, to try the matter of the 
petition, and to give a true judgment thereon according to 
the evidence, [unless dissolved in manner herein after pre- 
scribed;] the time and place for the meeting of the select 
committee, so appointed, shall then be directed by the joint 
vote of the members of both houses, which time shall be Postea No.49 
within twenty-four hours of the appointment: Provided, ah 
w*ys, That on the parties withdrawing to form such select 
committee, the members of both houses shall continue con- 
vened, and the members, whose names have been drawn out 
of the boxes, shall not depart the conference-room without 
leave, until the time and place for the meeting of the select 
committe shall be fixed: Jimd provided also, That previous 
to the parties withdrawing to form the select committee, the 
clerk of the house of representatives shall draw out, one by 
one, the names of the remaining members of the senate, ani 
deliver them singly to the speaker of the house of representa- 
tives, who shall unfold, and read them aloud, and the clerk 
.of the senate shall in like manner draw out the names of the 
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remaining members of the house of representatives, and de- 
liver them singly to the speaker of the senate, who shall un- 
fold them, and read them aloud; and if any unfairness or 
mistake shall be discovered therein, then the whole proceed- 
ings shall be set aside, and the business shall be renewed, in 
manner and form as is heroin before directed. 

Sect. III. The select committee, so chosen, shall on their 
first meeting elect a chairman from among themselves, and if 
in such election there shall be an equal number of voices, the 
member whose name was first drawn shall have a casting 
vote; so likewise in case there should be occasion to elect a 
l^orteaNo.49 new chairman, on the death or unavoidable absence of the 
06011011 chairman first appointed: the committee shall sit from day to 
day, Sundays excepted, at snch hours as shall not interfere 
with their attendance in the legislature, but unless [eleven] 
of their number be present, the committee after waiting one 
hour, shall adjourn to the next day; and if the number of the 
committee shall unavoidably be reduced to less than [eleven] 
members, and shall so continue for the space of three days, 
Sundays excepted, the committee shall be dissolved, and an- 
other shall be chosen in manner aforesaid. 

Sect. IV. The select committee shall have power to send 
for nersuns, papers, and records, to examine all witnesses 
whcrmay come before them, upon oath or affirmation, which 
the chairman or clerk of the committee may administer in 
their presence; and any person guilty of taking a false oath 
or affirmation before them, or of procuring another so to do, 
shall, upon conviction, be liable to the same punishment, as 
persons convicted of perjury are liable to by trie laws of this 
commonwealth. 

Sect. V. All determinations of the said committee shall 
be by a majority of votes: us soon as such committee shall 
have determined whether the. election or return referred to 
them is legal and valid, or the contrary, the chairman shall 
make two reports thereof in writing, one of which shall be 
delivered to the speaker of the senate, and the other to the 
speaker of the house of representatives, which reports shall 
be entered on the journals of the respective houses, and shall 
be final and conclusive; and in case such report shall invali- 
date the election, a new election shall take place on the se- 
cond Tuesday of October ensuing, agreeably to the constitu- 
tion, ot which the speaker of the senate and the speaker of 
the ho»se of representatives shall immediately give notice, 
by their joint writ, directed to the sheriff's of the respective 
counties; and the sheriffs of the respective counties shall give 
the usual notice. 

Sect. VI. If any person so appointed a member of a select 
committer shall, at the time of such appointment swear or af- 
firm, that he cannot without great inconvenience, serve on 
such committee, he shall be excused, and another shall be 
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jMibstituted in his place; but if any members of such commit* 
tee shall neglect to attend upon the committee, their names 
fthall be reported in writing to the house of which they are 
members, and, unless satisfactory reasons are given tor their 
non attendance, they shall be liable to be reprimanded by 
the speaker; the doors of the room in which the committee 
shall meet, 9 hall remain open during the examination of wit- 
nesses, but may be shut at any other time; when the two 
houses shall stand adjourned for more than three days, the 
committee may adjourn to the same time. 

Sect. VII. When a petition, signed by at least twenty* of 
the qualified electors of the proper district, shall be present- 
ed to the senate, complaining of an undue election or false 
return of a senator or senators, the like proceeding shall be 
the i ou had in the senate, in selecting a committee by lot, 
and the like powers and authorities shall be vested in the se- 
nate, in relation to such committee; and such committee shall 
have the like powers and authorities, and be subject to the 
like rules and regulations, as are herein before directed in 
cases of contested elections of a goyernor, except that the 
several duties which are herein before directed to be per- 
formed by the speaker of the senate, and the speaker of the 
hou»e of representatives, shall be performed by the speaker 
of the senate, and the several duties which are herein before 
directed to be performed by the clerk of the senate and the 
clerk of the house of representatives, shall be performed by 
the clerk of the senate; and that the number of members of 
the senate first taken out by lot shall be thirteen, and that 
such select committee shall consist of seven members, and 
shall not be dissolved, unless reduced to less than five mem- 
bers. 

Sect. VIII. When a petition, signed'by at least twenty* 
of the qualified electors of the proper city or county, shall 
be presented to the house of representatives, complaining of 
an undue election or a false return of a member or members 
of the house of representatives, the like proceedings shall 
be thereupon had in the house of representatives, in selecting 
a committee by lot, and the like powers and authorities shall 
be vested in the house of representatives, with relation to 
such committee; and such committee shall have the like 
powers and authorities, and be subject to the like rules and. 
regulations, as is hereinbefore directed in cases of contested 
elections of a governor, except that the several duties which 
are herein before directed to be performed in such' cases by 
the speaker of the senate and the speaker of the house of re- 
presentatives, shall be performed by the speaker of the house 

* Five at least of the petitioners to take and subscribe an oath ct 
affirmation that the facts stated in the petition are true> to the best of 
tkeit knowledge and belief. Postea No. 49. 
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of representatives, and the several duties which are hereiit 
before directed to be performed in such cases by the clerk of 
the senate and the clerk of the house of representatives, shall 
be performed by the clerk of the house of representatives, 
and that the number of members of the house of representa- 
tives first taken out by lot shall be seventeen, ana that the 
select committee shall consist of nine members, and shall not 
be dissolved, unless reduced to less than seven members, 

Sect. IX. No petition, complaining of an undue election 
or false return of any person elected governor, senator, or 
member of the house of representatives, shall be received, 
m unless the same shall be presented within [twenty*'} days after 

fivebact of tue meetm S °f tne legislature; and all such petitions, when 
23d March ° received, shall be read and laid upon the table, without any 
1818. ' question being thereupon taken, until the two houses jointly, 
PosteaNo.49 or each house respectively, as the case may require, shall 
proceed upon it according to the directions of this act. 

Sect. X. Whereas inconveniences may arise by the neg- 
lect of transmitting the returns of the election of governor, 
for one or more connties, until after the publication oi such 
election bv the legislature; Therefore, Be it enacted. That 
in all cases where such neglect of duty shall happen, and the 
returns of election aforesaid are not delivered to the speaker 
of the senate before the election of governor shall be publish- 
ed, every such return, so neglected to be delivered, shall be 
considered as void, unless the election aforesaid be contested, 
in which case such return shall be allowed to be of the same 
validity, and liable to the same exceptions, as other returns, 
duly delivered. 



ACT of 6th March, 1793—3 Smith 91 . 

A supplement to the act, entitled "An act to regulate the trials of con- 
tested elections. 

48. Sect. I. In all contested elections of a governor, or 
member of either branch of the legislature of this common- 
wealth, the person returned, and the candidate next highest 
in votes, shall be the parties in the trial thereof; and in case 
of the absence or neglect of such person next highest in votes, 
any one of the petitioners, duly qualified, who have signed 
the petition against such election, taking precedence accord- 
ing to the order in which they have signed the same, shall be 
considered as one of the parties. 

Sect. II. If either or both of the parties shall neglect to 
attend, for the purpose of objecting to and striking from the 
names drawn in pursuance of the provisions of the first and 
second sections of an act, passed on the twenty-ninth day of 
September, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one. en- 
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titled "An act to regulate the trials of contested elections," 
the members of the senate and of the house of representatives 
jointly, or the members of either house separately, as the 
case may require, shall appoint one of their own number, in 
the place of either or both of the said parties so neglecting to 
attend, which member or members, so as aforesaid appoin ed, 
shall have full power and authority to do and perform every 
act a.id thing touching the same, in as valid and effectual a 
manner, as if the party or parties were pers nally present. 

Sec i. III. No order shall be taken on any petition, unless 
the same is accompanied by a certificate from tlie treasurer, 
prothonotary, or any of the commissioners of the county or 
counties in which the petitioners reside, setting forth that the 
said petitioners, or as many of them as are required by the 
law to which this is a supplement, were, at the time of sign- 
ing such petition, duly qualified electors 

Sect. IV. All witnesses sent for aud attending the trial 
ot contested elections shall be allowed six cents for every 
mile of the distance necessarily travelled by the.n, in coming 
to and returning from the place of such trial, and shall be al- 
lowed the sum of one dollar and thirty-three cents for every 
day they may be detained at the place of such trial; which 
mileage and expenses, as well as the expense of summoning 
the witnesses, snail be taxed by the said committee app anted 
to try the election, and certified by tupr chairman to the 
speaker of one or both houses, as the case may require; and 
the amount thereof, the same being first approved by the 
house or houses to which such certificate is made, shall be 
paid by the treasurer of the county in which the facts com- 

Slained of in such petition had taken place, on orders drawn 
y the speaker of either or both houses, as the case may re- 
quire. 

Sect. V. Committees appointed, in pursuance of the pro* 
visions of the act to which this is a supplement, shall in all 
cases have power not only to detc mine on the validity of con- 
tested elections, but also to decide which of the candidates 
has the greatest number of legal votes, which candidate snail 
thereupon be entitled to the seat or office, which he had been 
voted for at such election. 

ACT of 23d March, 1818—7 Smith 113. 

A further supplement to the "Act to regulate the trials of coatatted 

elections." 

49. Sect. I. No order shall be taken on any petition ad- 
dressed to the legislature, complaining of an undue election 
or false return of a person elected governor, or a member of 
either branch of the legislature, unless presented within five 
days after the next meeting of the legislature, nor unless five 
<ir more qualified electors signing such petition, shall take 
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and subscribe an oaih or affirmation before some judge or 
justice of the peace, in and for the county or counties in 
which they reside, a* copy whereof shall accompany and be 
annexed to such petition, that the facts stated in such peti- 
tion are true to the best of their knowledge and belief. 

Sect. II. If the facts stated in the petition or petitions as 
aforesaid shall not be established, then the county or counties 
in which the petitioners reside shall pay the costs; but if the 
lact or facts stated in such petition or petitions, shall be es- 
tablished, then the aunty or counties in which the facts com- 
plained of took place shall pay the costs. 

Sect. III. So much of the third section of the act to which 
this a further supplement, as provides that the committee to 
be appointed under the authority of said act shall be dissolved, 
if three members thereof should be absent for more thau 
three days, shall not be in force after the passage of this act. 
but in case ot such an event the remaining members of the 
committee (if not reduced to less than nine) shall proceed to 
enquire into the facts, and seven of their number shall be 
competent to decide. 

Sect. IV. So much of the other parts of said act and the 
3 Smith 01 supplement thereto, passed March sixth, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-three, as are hereby altered or supplied, 
are hereby repealed. 

ACT of 19th March, 1824— 1'amph. 53. 

A supplement to 'An act to regulate the trial of contested elections.* 

50. Sect. I. The returns of the election of county commis- 
sioner, auditor, and all other county officers, elected by the 
freemen of any county, for contesting whose election provis- 
ion has not heretofore been made by law, shall be subject to 
the inquiry, determination and judgment of the court of gen- 
eral quarter sessions of the peace ol the proper county, upon 
the complaint, in writing, of thirty or more of the freemen of 
See Postea the said county, of untlue election or return oi any such offi- 
ce 59* ceri two of whom shall take and subscribe an oath or affirma- 
tion, before a judge, alderman or justice of the peace, in the 
county wherein they reside, accompanying such petition, stat- 
ing that the facts therein set forth aro true to the best of their 
knowledge and belief; and the said court shall, in judging 
concerning such election, proceed upon the merits thereof 
and shall determine finally, concerning the same, according 
to the laws of this commonwealth; and the officers of the said 
election, and every of them, and every other person, who 
may be capable of testifying concerning such elections, or 
who shall be possessed of any papers, lists, tickets, books or 
Other documents, which may be useful, as evidence upon ariv 
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inquiry as aforesaid, shall, upon the summons or demand oft 
the said court, personally appear before them, or shall cause 
to be produced , such papers, lists, tickets, books and other 
documents of which each one severally may be possessed, on 
pain of being attached and imprisoned for neglect, refusal or 
contempt therein, and shall be entitled to receive the same 
daily pay and mileage as witnesses are entitled to receive for 
attending the said court, iu other cases, to be paid out of the 
county treasury. 

Sect. II. So much of any act as is hereby altered, is here- 
by repealed: Provided, that nothing herein contained shall 
affect, or in any wise impede,any proceeding now pending bi 
any court of this commonwealth. 



ELECTION OF CONSTABLES. 



ACT of 20th March, 1810—5 Smith 173. 

An act to amend and consolidate with its supplements the act, entitled 
'An act for the recovery of debts and demands not exceeding one 
hundred dollars before a justice of the peace, and for the election of 
constables, and for other purposes.' 

51. Sect. XXIX. The electors of each county, town, town- 
ship, ward or district, which now is, or hereafter shall be in 
any of the counties within this commonwealth, shall annually 
on the same day, and at the same place, where they meet to 
choose supervisors of the highways," elect two reputable citi- 
zens in said township, ward or district, and return the names 
of the persons so elected, to the next court of quarter ses- 
sions of the proper county, and the said court shall appoint 
one of them to be constable for the township, ward or district, Y Serg*t & R. 
for which he was chosen, for one year from and after the time 349. 
of his appointment, if it should appear to the satisfaction of PosteaNo.57 
the court, that he possesses a freehold estate in his own right, 
clear of all incumbrances, of the value of one thousand dol- 
lars; or if he does not possess a freehold estate as aforesaid, 
he may be appointed, it he shall become bound in an obliga- 
gation to that amount, with at least one sufficient security, to be 
approved of by the court of quarter sessions, to be taken 
in the name of the commonwealth, by the clerk of the said 
court, for the just and faithful discharge of his said office, for 
which service said clerk shall receive no fee; and said obli- 
gation shall be held in trust for the use and benefit of all per- 
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ttmi who may sustain injury from him in his official capacity, 
by reason of neglect f duty, and for the like purposes and 
us"S as sheriffs' b nds are usually given; but if he does not 
possess a freehold estate as aforesaid, or enter the security as 
above required, or possessing a freehold as afore -aid, ancl re- 
fuses to take upon himself the office of constable* or if the 
electors in any township, ward, or district shall neglect or 
refuse to return two citizens for the said office, as aforesaid, 
then and in either ca^e, the court shall appoint another prop- 
er pei>on, possessing a freehold estate o! the value aforesaid, 
or who shall give the security required, tosv-rve as constable, 
and every person elected or appointed, or who shall be ap- 
poimed by the court, and who may possess a freehold estate 
of the value abovementioned, and shall refuse or neglect to 
take upon himself the office of constable, or shall not procure 
a deputy to undertake the duties of said office, for whose 
conduc t in the same he shall be responsible, shall be fined by 
t\ e court in the sum of forty dollars: Provided, that the said 
c urt shall in all cases give a preference to the person high- 
est on the return, provided he can give the requisite security; 
and no person shall be permitted to serve as constable, more 
• Repealed, than three vear*. in any term of six years;* and also, that no 
except as r<>- person shall be compelled to serve as constable more than 
coenties^s e once * n everv ^^ teen /ears, in the same township, ward or 
act^of S I9ih Strict, excepting in the township of Tinicum, in the county 
January,l827 °* Delaware; andfchat in procuring a deputy to discharge 
FosteaNo.55 the duties of said office, or paying the penalty aforesaid, shall 
be cons dered equal o personal services. 

52. Provided, that nothing contained in this act shall be 
so construed as to interfere with any laws now in force res- 
pecting the city of Philadelphia, the township of the North- 
ern Liberties, and district of Southward or the township of 
Gennantown, relating to the election of constables: .find pro- 
vided also, that the securjty to be given unler the acts now 
in force for the appointment and regulation of constables, in 
the township of the Northern Liberties, and the district of 
Southwark, and the township of Germantown, be and the 
same is hereby increased to one thousand dollars, any law or 
laws to the contrary notwithstanding. 



ACT of 1st March 1799.— 3 Smith S56 

A Supplement to 'An Act to extend the powers of the Justices of the 
i'eaceof this State ' 

53. Sect. VI. The acting constable in e* ery ward, town, 
township or district, in this commonwealth, shall within six 
days after the election for a constable or constables lias been 
held, give notice in writing to the person or persons, who 
shall be chosen, of his or their election to the said office; and 
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if such acting constable shall neglect so to do, he shall forfeit 
to the commonwealth, the penalty of sixteen dollars; and if 
any person so elected and notified, shall refuse or neglect to 
appear on the first day of the next court of quarter sessions, 
to decline or accept thefoid office* he shall forfeit the like 
penalty of sixteen dollars to the commonwealth, which pen- 
alties shall be leried by order ot- the said court 



ACT of 28th March 1808.— 4 Smith 531. 

A further Supplement to the act entitled * An Act to regulate arbitral 
tionsand proceedings in courts of justice." 

54. Sect. IV. The courts of quarter sessions shall have 
power in case of a vacancy in the office ot constable by death 
or otherwise, in any town, township, or district, to appoint a 
constable or constables as often as occasion may require, to 
continue until the next election by the people. 



ACT of 19th January 1827 — Pamphlet laws page 24. 

An act relative to the election of constables in certain counties* 

55. Sect. I. So much of any law or laws^as prevents a person 
from serving as constable more than three years in any term of 
six years, be and the same's hereby repealed, except so far as AnlcaNo. 51 
respects the counties of Westmoreland, Cumberland, Lyco- 
ming* Luzerne, Susquehanna, Bradford, Union, Mifflin, 
Allegheny, Montgomery, Columbia* Erie, Warren, Greene, 
Fayette, Centre, Clearfield, Northumberland, Lenigh, Bea- 
ver and Somerset 



ACT of 30th January 1810.— 5 Smith 79. 

An Act for the election of constables in the city of Philadelphia. 

56 Sect. I. The electors in each ward in the city of Phil- 
adelphia, shall annually on the third Friday of March, at 
such place within each ward as the constable for the time 
being shall appoint, elect by balht, two persons, one of whom 
shall be appointed constable for the said ward for the ensu- 
ing year, and it shall be the «luty of the constable for the- rime P^don 119 
being, to give public notice in two of the daily papers print- 
ed in said city, at least six days previous to such election, 
of the time and place whore said election is to be held; and 
on failure thereof, he shall pay a fine of ninety -five dollars, 
to be recovered as debts now are, under the one hundred 
dollar act* 
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Sect. H. The voters present at the opening of the elec- 
tion, shall choose three persons who shall be judges of the 
said election, and who shall respectively take an oath or af- 
firmation, to perform said duty with uprightness and fidelity, 
and who shall, on* the lhird day thereafter, make a return of 
the two names highest in votes, to the mayor of the city, 
whose duty it shall be to appoint one of them. 

Sect. III. Each and every of the constables who may be 
hereafter appointed in the several wards of the city of Phila- 
delphia, shall before they enter on the duties of said office, 
become bound in an obligation to the mayor with two securi- 
ties, who are freeholders, and who shall be approved of by 
him, jointly and severally in the sum of two thousand dol- 
lars, conditioned for the faithful discharge of the duties of the 
said office, in trust for the use and benefit of all, and every 
person or persons who may be injured or aggrieved by the 
neglect or improper conduct of the said constable in business 
appertaining to his office. 

Sect. IV. The said election shall open at two o'clock in 
the afternoon, and continue until ten in the evening. 

Sect. V. In cases of vacancy occasioned by death, resig- 
nation, or otherwise, the mayor shall appoint "a suitable per- 
son until the ensuing annual election, after having first ob- 
tained the security required by the third section of this act 



ACT of 9th March, 1825— Pamphlet laws 67. 

An act authorising the election of constables in certain townships, and 
for other purposes. 

Sect. VI. The high constables of the city of Philadelphia, 
shall be and they are hereby severally vested with the like 
powers and authority, and entitled to all the privileges, 
emoluments and fees, vested in, or to which the constables of 
the said city are at this time, or hereafter shall be by law en- 
titled; and shall take rank and precedence among the offi- 
cers of the city, next before the constables thereof. 

ACT of 27th February, 1798—3 Smith 305. 

An act for the appointment and regulation of constables in the town- 
ship of the Northern Liberties, in the county of Philadelphia. 

57. Sect. I. The electors of the township of the Northern 
Liberties, shall on the third Saturday in the month of March, 
in each and every year, elect eight suitable persons inhabit- 
ants of the said township, and return the names of the per- 
sons so elected, to the next general court of quarter sessions, 
to be held for the county of Philadelphia, and the said court 
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shall appoint four of them constables for the said township; 
and if either of the said constables, elected and appointed as 
aforesaid, refuse or neglect to take upon him the office to 
which lie shall be appointed as aforesaid, or in case of vacan- 
cy bj dismission from office for misconduct, death, resignation, 
or removal from the said township, the court may and shall 
appoint another proper person to serve the office of constable 
for and during the term, or residue of the term, which the 
person in whose room he shall be so appointed was entitled 
to serve. 

Sect. II. Before any constable of the said township elect- 
ed and appointed as aforesaid, shall enter on the the duties of 
his office, he shall become bound by recognizance, with two 
or more good and sufficient sureties, inhabitants and citizens 
of the said township, to be approved by the justices of the 
said general court of quarter sessions, for the faithful per- 
formance of the duties of the office, jointly and severally in 
the sum of [two hundred cfotfars,*] payable to the common- * Increased, 
wealth, in trust for the use and beneht of all and every per- See 29th sec: 
son or persons, who may be injured or aggrieved by the ne- of act of 20th 
gleet or improper conduct of such constable, in the execution A Ia !: c \? 81 fl* 
of the duties of his said office. p^°il5 

Sect. III. If any constable or constables elected and ap- ~ 
pointed under this act, or any person or persons by his or 
their direction, shall at any time hereafter purchase, on ac- 
count or for the use of the said constables, or any of them, at 
his or their respective sales, any goods, chattels, wares or 
merchandises, taken in execution by the said constable, or 
any of them, and the same be proved, on the oath or affirma- 
tion of one or more credible witness or witnesses, before the 
justices of the said general court of quarter sessions, such 
constable shall forfeit and nay the sum of one hundred dol- 
lars, one half for the use ot the state, and the other for the 
use of the person who shall inform of the buying aforesaid, 
to be recovered in any court of record within this state; and 
shall moreover be incapable of holding the said office, at any 
time thereafter. 



ACT of 5th March, 1816—6 Smith 336. 

A supplement to the 'Act for the appointment and regulation of con- 
stables in the township of the Northern Liberties, in the county of 
Philadelphia. ' 

Sect. I. The electors of the township of the Northern 
Liberties shall, on the third [Saturday*] in the month of ]c ™^ ™£ 
March, in each arid every year, elect four suitable persons, edtotheFri- 
inhabitants of said township, in addition to the eight persons day immedi- 
to be elected by the act to which this is a supplement, and ately preced- 
return the names of such additional persons so elected, to ing*. Postea. 
the next general court of quarter sessions to be held for the V a £ e 12(> 
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county of Philadelphia, and the said court shall appoint two 
of them constables for said township, and shall also have the 
same power to appoint another proper person to serve the of- 
fice of constable for and during the terra, or residue of the 
term, which the person in whose room he shall be so appoint- 
ed was entitled to serve, as is given in the act to which this 
is a supplement. 

Sect. II. Before either of the said additional constables of 
said township shall enter on the duties of his office, he shall 
become bound by recognizance, as is provided for in the act 
to which this is a supplement, and the act, entitled 6 An act 
to amend and consolidate with its supplements the act, enti- 
tled 4 An act for the recovery of debts and demands not ex- 
ceeding one hundred dollars, before a justice of the peace, and 
for the election of constables, and for other purposes,' pas- 
sed the twentieth of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
ten, and shall also be liable to all the restrictions, and enti- 
tled to all the privileges, emoluments and fees that the present 
constables of tne- Northern Liberties are. 

Act of 10th March 1817—6. Smith 419. 

A further supplement to the act entitled 'An Act for the appoint- 
ment and regulation of constables in the township of the Northern 
Liberties, in the county of Philadelphia. 

Sect. 1. That the additional constables to be elected in 
the township of the Northern Liberties, in the county of 
Philadelphia, by the supplement to the act to which this is a 
further supplement, shall hereafter be elected on the Friday 
immediately preceding the third Satuiday in the month of 
March in each and every year; and so much of the said sup- 
plement, passed on the fifth day of March eighteen hundred 
and sixteen, as is hereby altered or supplied be and the same 
is hereby repealed. 



ACT of 7th March 1799.— 3 Smith 357. 

An Act for the appointment and regulation of constables in the District 
of Southwark. 

58 Sect. I. The electors of the district of Southwark, shall 
on the same day and at the same place where they meet to 
choose inspectors for the election of commissioners for the 
said district, annually elect six suitable citizens residing in 
the district aforesaid, and return the names of the persons so 
elected, to the next general court of quarter sessions, to be 
held for the county of Philadelphia, and the said court shall 
appoint three of them constables lor the said district: and if 
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either of the said constables, elected and appointed as afore- 
said, or in case of vacancy by dismission from office for mis- 
conduct, death, resignation or removal from the said dis- 
trict, the court may and shall appoint another proper person 
to serve the office of constable for and during the term or 
residue of the term, which the person in whose room he shall 
be so appointed, was entitled to serve. 

Sect. II. Before any constable of the said district, elected 
and appointed as aforesaid, shall enter on the duties of hi» 
office, he shall become bound by recognizance, with two or 
more good and sufficient sureties, inhabitants and citizens 
of the said district, to be approved by the justices of the said 
general court of quarter sessions, for the faithful perform- 
ance of the duties of the office, jointly and severally, in the 
sum of [two hundred dollar8*~] payable to the commonwealth, - 
in trust for the use and benefit of all and every person or 
persons, who may be injured or aggrieved by the neglect or 
improper conduct of such constable, in the execution of the 
duties of his said office. 

Sect. III. If any constable or constables, elected and ap- 
pointed under this act, or any person or persons by his or 
their direction, shall at any time hereafter, purchase on ac- 
count or for the use of the said constables, or any of them, 
at his or their respective sales, any goods, chattels, wares or 
merchandises, taken in execution by the said constables, or 
any of them, and the same be proved on the oath or affirma- 
tion of one or more credible witness or witnesses, such con- 
stable shall forfeit and pay for every such offence, any sum 
not less than ten, nor more than one hundred dollars, one 
half for the use of the state and the other for the use of the 
person who shall inform of and prove the buying aforesaid, 
to be recovered in any court of record in the county of Phil- 
adelphia; and on conviction as aforesaid, the said constable 
shall be disqualified from holding said office for and during 
the term for which he shall have been appointed. 



ACT of 19th March 1816.— Purdon 122. 

.An act vesting in the jmperintendant of police of the district of South* 
wark, and the superintendant of police of the incorporated district 
of the Northern Liberties, with powers similar to those granted at 
present by law to the constables of said districts. 

Sect. I. The superintendant ot police of the district of 
South war k, and the superintendant of police of the incorpo- 
rated district of the Northern Liberties, shall be, and they 
are hereby vested with the like powers, and entitled to all the 
privileges, emoluments, and tees te which the constable of 
said districts are at this time by law entitled. 

16 
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ELECTION OF COtTtfTY COMMISSIONERS, COUNTY 
AUDITORS AND TOWNSHIP ASSESSORS. 



ACT of 11th April 1799.— 3 Smith 393. 
An act to raise and collect county rates and levies. 
Sect. I. [obsolete."] 

59. Sect. II. The electors qualified to vote for member* 
of the state legislature, shall at their respective general elec- 
tions, within the city of Philadelphia, and the several coun- 
ties of this state, annually elect one respectable citizen, to 
be a commissioner of the proper county, to serve for three 
years, next eusuing such election; and when any new county 
shall be erected, the electors thereof shall elect, at ther first 
general election, three citizens to serve as commissioners, of 
whom the highest in vote shall serve three years, the next 
highest, two years, and the lowest one year, and their places 
respectively be supplied by the annual election of another 
citizen, to serve for three years; and if any commissioner 
shall die, remove from the county, or decline to serve in said 
oflice,thc remaining commissioner or commissioners, and the 
court of common pleas for such county shall appoint a suita- 
ble citizen or citizens to fill the said office until the next 
general election. 

See act of Sect. III. Every commissioner elected or appointed as 
19th Mai ch, aforesaid, shall before he enters on the duties of his office, 
1824, which take and subscribe an oath or affirmation, before some judge 
provides for n f the court of common pleas, justice of the peace, or alder- 
contested c- man f t j ie Cltv or coun ty respectively, for which such com- 



commission- In ' ss ' 0,ler ' s elected, diligently, faithfully and impartially to 
ers,and other perform the several duties enjoined on him by this act, to the 
county ofli- best of his ability and judgment, without favour or affection, 
cers. hatred, malice or ill will; which oath or affirmation, the offi- 

Antea No 50 CC r. before whom the same is taken and subscribed, shall 
page 114 cer tify under his hand and seal, and deliver the same to the 
prorhonotary of the proper county to be filed in his office. 

60 Sect. IV. The citizens of every ward, township and 
distrct, within the city of Philadelphia., and the several coun- 
Antea No. 2 ti^s of this state, shall, on the same day, and at the same 
• psijye 75 time and place, and under the same regulations as inspectors 
for the general elections are directed to be chosen, annually 
elect one citizen, residing within such ward, township or dis- 
trict, to be an assessor for the term of one year, and in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and one, and every third 
year following, two other citizens to be assistant assessors 
for the term of one year, to do and perform the several dutiea 
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enjoined and required of them by this act; and the constables 
holding such elections, shall make a return thereof, signed 
by the judges, within ten days, to the commissioners of then- 
proper county, or either of them, who shall file the same in 
their office; and if any constable shall neglect to make such 
a return, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of live dollars for 
every such neglect. 

Sect. V. If any person elected or appointed as an asses- 
sor, or an assistant assessor, shall refuse or neglect to serve 
in such office for which he has been elected, every such as- 
sessor or assistant assessor, shall pay a fine, of twenty dol- 
lars: Provided always, That no person shall be obli£'»d to 
serve as assessor, or assistant assessor, more than once in ten 
years. And if the citizens of any ward, township or dis- 
trict, neglect to elect an assessor, or assistant assessor, or any 
citizen so elected, refuse or neglect to serve, or if vacancies 
happen, by death or otherwise, aboard of commissioners shall 
supply the vacancies, by appointing citizens to fill said offi- 
ces, who shall reside within said township, ward or district, 
and who shall in all cases have the same powers, be subject 
to the same penalties, and receive like compensations, as 
though they had been elected by the citizens within their re- 
spective townships, wards or districts. 

Sect. VI. Every assessor or assistant assessor, before he 
enters on the duties of his office, shall take and subscribe be- 
fore some judge of the court of common pleas, alderman of 
the city, or some justice of the peace of the proper county, 
the same oath or affirmation enjoined on the commissioners 
by the third section of this act, a certified copy of which oath 
or affirmation, signed by the officer before whom the same 
Was taken, such assessor or assistant assessor shall produce 
to the commissioners, within twenty days after his election, 
who shall file the same in their office. 



ACT of 7th February, 1814—6 Smith 103. 

A supplement to the act, entitled 'An act to amend and consolidate 
with its supplements the act, entitled • An act for the recovery of 
debts and demands not exceeding one hundred dollars before a jus- 
tice of the peace, and for the election of constables, and for other 
purposes.* 

61. Sect. I. The electors, qualified to vote for members of 
the state legislature, shall at their respective general elections 
within the city of Philadelphia, and the several counties of 
this state, on the second Tuesday in October, one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen, elect three citizens to serve as au- 
ditors^ whom, the highest in vote,shall serve three years, the 
next highest, two years, and the next highest one year] and the 
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place of each person whose term shall be about to expire, shall 
fee supplied by the annual elec^on of another citizen to serve for 
three years: and if any auditor or auditors shall die, remove 
from the county,or decline to serve in said office, the judges of 
the court nf quarter sessions for such county shall appoint a 
suitable citizen or citizens to fill the vacancy until tne next 
general election. Provided, that in case two or more persons 
shall have an equal number of votes, the right of priority 
shall be decided by lot, to be drawn immediately after the 
election, in the presence of the commissioners of the proper 
county. 

ACT of 16th March, 1809—5 Smith 19. 

A supplement to 'An act to provide a more effectual method of settling 
the public accounts of the commissioners and treasurers of the res- 
pective counties.' 

Sect. IV. It shall be the duty of the return judges of the 
several counties of this commonwealth, when met at their 
respective court houses, to make out a return of the persona 
elected for auditors, which return shall be by one of the judg- 
pardoB 146 es deposited with the prothonotary of the proper county, anoV 
it shall be the duty of the said prothonotary, to inform the* 
auditors of the time of their meeting annually, at least tern 
days previous thereto. 

ELECTION OF OVERSEERS OF THE POOR* 



ACT of 11th March 1809—5 Smith 18. 

A supplement to * An act for the relief of the poor.' 

62. Sect. 1. The overseers of the poor in the respective 
townships and boroughs within this commonwealth, shall be 
elected and appointed by the same persons, at the same time, 
and in the same manner as supervisors of the highways are 
by law now elected and appointed; and their account's shall 
See * Roads' De audited and settled in like manner, by the same persons 
N ° 6 Pl )O ^ lte ^ *° 8et ^ e tne accounts of the supervisors of the 
highways: Provided, that no person shall be obliged to serve 
as overseer of the poor, more than one year in seven: And 
provided always, that nothing in this act shall be construed 
so as to interfere with, or invalidate the respective laws of 
this commonwealth, relating; to the establishment of the poor 
h«»use in the city of Philadelphia, or in any of the counties of 
the said commonwealth. 
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ACT of 9th March 1771—1 Smith 332. 

An act for the relief of the poor. 

Sect. I . (Directed the mode of appointment of overseers of Ante* No. 
the poor by the mayor, alderman and justices, altered and 
supplied.) 

Sect. II. Every overseer bo nominated and appointed, 
shall before he enters upon the execution of his office, take 
an oath or affirmation respectively, according to law, which 
any alderman in the said city, or any justice in the county res- 
pectively is hereby authorised and empowered to administer: 
That he will discharge tJte office of overseer of the poor truly f 
faithfully and impartially, to the best of his knowledge and 
•ability. 

"M 8#9 



ELECTION OF SUPERVISORS AND TOWNSHIP SETTLERS • 



65 For the law providing for the election of supervisors of 
-the public roads or highways, and of township settlers; Antea page 5 
-«ee the act of assembly of sixth April 1802. Sections two 6 
^£nd four, published with Road laws. 



WAGERING OR BETTING ON ELECTION. 



ACT of 24th March 1817. — 6 Smith 462. 
An Act to prevent the practice ot wagering or betting on elections. 

Whereas the practice of laying wagers or bets on the 
<event of any elections on the success of candidates for public 
offices, has a great tendency to promote immorality and cor* 
ruption: Therefore, Beit enacted. That 

64 Sect. I. Wagering or betting on the event of an elec- 
tion, held under the constitution or laws of the United Purdon 23-3 
States, or the constitution or law- of this commonwealth, are 
hereby prohibited, and all contracts or promises founded 
thereon are declared to be entirely null and void. 

Sect II. If any person shall, after the first day of August 
Tjext, lay any wager or bet, or make any promise or engage- 
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ment tor the payment of money or the transfer of any other 
valuable thing, dependent on the event of any such election 
as aforesaid, or on the successof any candidate or candidates 
nominated for public office, he shall, on conviction thereof 
in any court of quarter sessions, or other court having simi- 
lar jurisdiction, be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
shall be fined in any sum not exceeding the whole amount of 
the sum betted by all the parties to the wager, nor less sum 
than twenty dollars: Provided, That such prosecution shall 
be commenced within six months after the offence shall have 
been committed. 



NOTES. 



No other questions can be put to a voter, by a judge or an inspector, 
than such as tend to show whether or not he is possessed of the quali- 
fications required by the act of assembly; that is, 1st, citizenship, by 
either being 1 born within the state, or being settled therein on the 28th 
day of September 1776, when the first state constitution was formed; 
2d, being of full age; 3d, residence within the state the next two years — 
before the election; and 4th, payment of estate or county tax which shall 
have been assessed at least six months before the election. The only — 
exception to these requisites is that of the sons of qualified electors, be- 
tween the ages of twenty one and twenty-two years. 3 Yeates 347. 

The tax must have been assessed personally on the voter, six months- 
be fore the election; [t is not sufficient that there has been a general as — 
sessment laid, his portion of which he has paid. Catlm v. Smith, 2 >W 
& R. 267. 

An inspector ot an election mav be lawfully voted for as candidate-* 
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Return of Overseers of the Poor 1 

Supervisors 2 

Township Auditors 3 

Constable 4 

Assessor 5 

Inspector 6 

General election 7 

Auditor 8 

.Director of the Poor 9 

County Commissioner 10 

Coroner 11 

Sheriff 12 
House of Representatives, 

for single county 13 
House of Representatives, 

where more than qne 

county m district 14 
House of Representatives, 

for district • 15 



Return of Senator, for single county 
•Senator, where more than 

one county in district 
Senator, district return for 
Senator, to fill vacancy . 
Senator, district return of 

special election for senator 
Congress, for single county 
Congress, where more than 

one county in district 
Congress, district return for 
Governor # 

Electors of President and 
Vice President,for district 
in county 

Electors of President and 
Vice President, for coun- 
ty 



16 

17 
18 
19 

20 
21 

22 
23 
24 



25 



26 



1. Election return of overseers of the poor. 

"\Ve, the subscribers, judges of the election held in the 
■ Wnship of (or borough as the case may be) in ^ , ™ 



^ county of on Friday, the " day 

March, A- D. 1 82 at the house of 
overseers of the poor, of said township, Do Certify: Tha,t 
>on closing the poll, and .casting up the votes according to 
vr, it appeared that the following named persons received 
highest number of votes, and are therefore duly elected 
^erseers of the poor, of the said township, (or borough) for 
*e ensuing year, to wit: 

- B he havnTg {the No. of votes to It written at length} rotes. 
D he having " votes. ' 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and 
?als, this * day of March, A. D. 182 

l> 

J u dire 



[L. S.]| 

r> -if 



1 Smith 332 
AnteaNo. 62 
page 124 
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2. Return of Supervisors. 

We, the subscribers, judges of an election, held on Fri- 
Purdon 718 j ay> th e day of March, A. D. 18£ at the house 

noad ai No e 2 ot * n tne the townsni P of and county 

8 °* of for supervisor* ot the public roads or high- 

ways of said township, Do Certify, that upon closing the poll 
and casting up the votes, according to law, it appeared that 
the following named qualified persons received the highest 
number of votes, and are therefore duly elected supervisors, 
as aforesaid, of said township, tor the ensuing year, to wit: 

A B he hi\ing »/ votes to be written at length) votes 

C D he having votes 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our. hands 
and seals, this day of March, A. D. 182 

[l. s.] 
[l. s.] 



3. Return of Township Auditors. 

We, the subscribers, judges of an election, held on Friday^ 
the day of March, A. D. 182 at the house 

Antca roads r j n township of 'and county of 

Antea elec- *° r e ^ ec ^ n g» Dv ballot, four capable and discreet freeholders 
tions ' page or inhabitants, to settle and adjust the accounts of the super— 
124. No. 6*. visors and overseers of the poor of township, f/^ 

the preceding year, Do Certify, that upon closing the poll anfl 
casting up the votes, according to law, it appeared that th0 
following named qualified persons received the highest num- 
ber of votes, and are therefore duly elected, for the ensu- 
ing year, for the purpose aforesaid. 

A B he having [the JVa. of votes to be written at length} votes 

C D he having votes 

D E he having votes 

F G he having ^ votes 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands 
and scalsj this day of March, A. D. i 82 

[L. S.] 
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4* Return for constable. 

We, the subscribers, judges of an election held on Friday, 
the day of- March, A I). 182 at the house of Purdon- 119 

in the townsi ■ ip ( ward or district ) of and Antea E ^ cc " 

County of for constables of said township (ward 

Or district) for the ensuing; year, do certify: That upon 
closing the poll anil casting up the votes according to law, it 
appeared that the following named persons received the high- 
est number of votes for constable of said township, and are 
therefore declared to be duly elected, that is to say: 



tions No. 51 



A B he having (the M. of votes to be writtcnat length,) yotea 
G D heha/ing votes 

And who are accordingly returned to the court of qtfarter 
sessions of the said county of agreeably to law. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals, this day of March, A. D, 182 

[l. s.] 
< I>.s.] 




5. Return of assessor. 

""We, the subscribers, being constable (overseer of tlu poor, 

• -mmrvisor) of township, (ward or district^ and Purdon f34 

B and C D legally chosen judges of an election held Antea No:-60 

* Yriday next preceding the first Tuesday in October, A. D. P*^ *22 

for assessor (and assistant assessor as the case may HoadspageS? 
5 jj for the township (ward or district) ot jn the 

^^inty of do certify: That the said election'ftaving 

^en conducted in a fair and impartiaf manner According to 
*>Vr, upon closing the poll, and ascertaining the number of 
'otes, A .B having received the highest number is duly 
ie dared to be elected assessor, for said township, (ward or 
district) for the term of one year. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals, this day A. D. 18£ 

[l. s.] ConstaWft 

[L. S.] 

17 
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Purdon 309 
Antea No. 2 
page 75 



Act of 15th 
February, 
1799, sec 2. 
Antea page 
75 



G. Return of inspector. 

We ,the subscribers, being constable of township, (tvari 
or district) and A B and C D legally chosen judges of aa 
election held on Friday next preceding the first Tuesday in 
October, A. I). 182 f r inspector of th«» general election 
to be held on the second Tuesday of October, A D. 182 
for the township (ward or disf net) of in the county 

of do certify: That the said election having been 

conducting in a fair and impartial manner, according to law, 
Uipon closing the poll and ascertaining the number of votes, 
fA B having received the highest number is duly declared 
to be elected inspector, aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals, this day of A. D. 182 

[l. s.^ Constable. 
^ l>s.] 
V . [l. s.] 

flj^In case of the neglect, refusal, death or absence of the constable, 
the overseers of the poor, if there are any, or if not, then the supervi- 
sors of the highways are to perform the duties required of the constable, 
in which event the form of the above return Will be made accordingly. 



7. General Election Return. 



We, the subscribers, being duly appointed judges of th« 
general election, held at the house of in the towa 

ship {borough or city) of . on the instant 

(being the second Tuesday of October, A, D. 182 ) fo» 
the election district, composed of the township (o 

Purdon 214 township) of in and for the county of # d< 

Antea No. 12 report, that upon closing the polls and counting the votes, acr 

^ *(%£\fA* »\r* lour i* a v-ii-ia -i 4U>i+ few • 



page 



cording to law, it appeared that for 

GOVERNOR, 

A B had 4 (the No. of vote$ to be written at length) votes 
~ votes 



C D ha<h:> 

CONGRESS. 

D E had 
£ F had 

SENATOR. 

F G had 
G H had 

ASSEMBLY^ 

H I had 

I J had 

K L had' 

L M had 



vote* 
votes 

votes 
votes 

votes 
votes 
votes 
S votes 
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SHBRIFV. 



N had 




vote* 


had 




votes 


Q had 




votes 


had 




votes 


COMMISSIONER. 






R had 




votes 


S had 




votes 


CORONER. 






T had 




votes 


U had 




votes. 


DIRECTOR OF THK POOR. 






V had 




vote» 


W had 




votes 


AUDITOR. 






Z had 




votes 


B had 




votes 



In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals, the day of October, A. D. 182 

[l. s.] 
[l. s.] 
O s.] 

(£7> The above return will only be for the officer! actually voted for 
the county. 



• 

8. Return of Auditor. 

We, the subscribers, being duly appointed the return judg- 
of the election held in the several election districts in the 
►unt/ of on the instant, (it being the 

coud Tuesday in October, A. D. 182 ) having met to- 
sther at the court house of the said county of and p^on 147 

Lving carefully examined the returns of the said several dis- AnttaNo.61 
icts, and added together the votes therein contained, page 125 
scortling to law, do certify, that at the said election the 
Mowing named.person being highest in votes was duly elect- 
1 Auditor, for said county that is to say: A B he 
iving {the No. of votes to be written aJt length) votes 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands 
and seals, the day of October, A. D. 182 

[l. s.3 £l. s.] 

[l. s.] [l. s.] 

[K. s>] (l, s.] 
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9. Return of Director of the Poor. 

We, the subscribers, being duly appointed the return judg- 
es of the election held in the several districts, in the county 
of on the instant, (it being the second 

Tuesday of October, A. D. 182 ) having met together at 
the court house of the said county of and having 

SSmhh 19 care ^ u ^y examined the returns of the said several districts, 
An tea No 62 an( * added together the votes therein contained, according to 
page 124 law, do certify, that at the said election the following named 
person being highest in votes was duly elected Director of f he 
roor and House of Employment, for the said countv, that is 
to say: A B he having (the number of voles to be inserted 
in words at length) votes 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals, the day of October, A. D. 182 

s.] ["l. s.] 

[l. s.] [l. s.] 

[l. s.] [l. l/J 



10. Return of County Commissioner. 

We, the subscribers, being duly app pointed the return 
judges of the election held in the several districts in the coun- 
ty of on the instant, (it being the sec- 
ond Tuesday of October, A. D. 182 ) having met togeth- 
Furdon 134 er at the court house of the said county of and ha- 
215 ving carefully examined the returns of the said several dis- 
AnteaNo.59 tricts, and added together the votes therein contained, ac- 
AnteaNo 12 cor di"gto * aw > do certify, that at the said election the follow- 
page 81 Im * name d person being highest in votes was duly elected 
Commissioner for said county, that is to say: A B he ha- 
ving (the number of votes to be inserted in words at length) 
votes 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto get our hands and 
seals, the day of October, A. D. 182 

[l s.] [l. s.j 

O s.J [L. s-3 
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11. Return of Coroner. 

We, the subscribers, being duly appointed the return judg- 
ed of the election held in the several districts in the county 
of on the instant, (it being the second Pordo* 215 

Tuesday of October, A. D. 182 ) having met together at AnteaNo.lC 
the court house of the said county of and having ^ e 

carefully examined the returns of the said several districts, 
and added together the votes therein contained, according ro 
law, do certify, that at the said election the following named 
persons received the highest number of votes for the office of 
Coroner, for the said county, that is to say: 

A B he having (the No. of votes to be written at length) votes 
C D he having votes 

And are therefore duly elected and chosen for the office of 
Coroner, for the county aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals, the day of October, A. D. 182 

L. S. 
L. S. 
L. S. 




12. Return of Sheriff. 

We, the subscribers, being duly appointed the return judg- 
es of the election held in the several districts in the county 
ef on the instant, fit being the second Purdon 215 

Tuesday of October, A. D. 182 ) having met together at Antea N °' g 
the court house of the said county of a»d having pa ^ e 

earefully examined the returns of the said several districts, 
and added together the votes therein contained, according to 
law. do certify, that at the said election the following named 
persons received the highest number of votes tor the office of 
Sheriff, for the said county, that is to say: 

A B he having (the M. of cotes to be written at length) votes 

C D he having votes 

And are therefore duly elected and chosen for the office of 
Sheriff, for the county aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands anil 
seals, this day of October, A. D. 182 

[l. s.~| [l. s."1 
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13. House of Representatives for single county. 

We, the subscribers, being duly appointed the return 
Purdon 21 jydgg, f tne e i ec tion held in the several districts in the 
AnU *^ ll county of on the instant, (it being the 

second Tuesday in Oct ber, A. D. 182 ) having met 
together at the court house of the said county of 
and having carefully examined the returns of the said several 
districts, and added together the votes therein contained, ac- 
cording to law, do certify: That at the said election the fol- 
lowing named persons, having the highest number of votes, 
to wit: 

A, B he having C^ e No. of votes to be written at length J votes 
C D he having votes 

Therefore, the said A B and C D are duly elected 
members of the house of representatives of this commonwealth 
for the county aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals, the day of October, A. D. 182 

[l. s.] [l. s.} 

[l. s.] [l. s.] 

[l. s.] [l. s.] 



14. House of Representatives, where two coun- 
ties elect together. 

To the judges deputed from the counties of and 
to meet at the house of in the county^ of 

We, the subscribers, judges of the election held in the 

several districts in the county of on the day 

Eurdon 215 °f October, (it being the second Tuesday) A. D. 182 
236 to wit: 

AnteaNo. 13 A B of the district 

page 81 B C of the district 

No - £ C D of the district 

E F of the district 

F G of the district 

Having met together at the court house of the said county 
of and carefully examined the returns of the said 

several districts, and added together the votes therein con- 



ELECTIONS. 435 

tained, according to law, do certify: That at said elcctiom 
the votes for members of the house "of representatives were 
as follow, to wit: 

A C had C^ c M>. of vote* to be written at length J votes 
C A had votes 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto sot our hands anal 
seals this day ot October, A. D. 182 

[l. s.] [l. s.] 

[l. s.] [l. s.] 

[l. s.] [l. s.] 



15. Return of members of House of Representa- 
tives, where more than one county in district. 

We, the subscribers, judges of the district composed of 
the counties of and for the election of a A 

member (or m mbers) of the House of Representatives, hav- 
ing been deputed on behalf of our counties, respectively, to 
meet at the house of in the county of on the 

day of October, Anno Domini, 1 82 and being 
so met having carefully cast up the returns of the said several 
counties, according to law, do certify: that on the 
day of Ootober, A. D 1 82 (being the second Tuesday ) 
the votes for member (or members) is {or are)as follow, to wit: 

In County, 
A C had C &o. of votes to be written at length J votes 
G A had votes 

In County, 
A C had votes 
C A had votes 

Therefore, A C (or A. C. or C. A.) having the highest 
number of votes is (or are) duly elected a member (or mem- 
bers) of the House of Representatives of this commonwealth, 
for the district aforesaid. " \ 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals this day of October, A. D. 182 

|> S.3 
[L.S.] 
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16. Senator for single county* 

We, the subscribers, being duly appointed the return 
Antca page J U( *ges °f tne election held in the several districts in the 
96 county of being the senatorial district, on the 

day ot October, A. D. Ib2 (it being the second 
Tuesday) having met together at the court hous»e, of the s.iid 
county and having carefully examined the reurns of ihe said 
several districts, and added together the votes therein con- 
tained according to law, do certify: J hat at the said election 
the following named person having the highest number of 
votes, to wit: 

A B he having (the No of votes to be written at length) votes 

Therefore, the said A B is duly elected senator, in the 
senate of this commonwealth, for the senatorial district, 
aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands anel 
-seals this day of October, A. D. 182 

Tl. s. 



I L. 8. 
|L. S. 



[l. 

L L - s \ 



17. Senator where two counties elect together. 

To the judges deputed from the counties of 
and to meet at the house of ifi 

in the county of 
We, the subscribers, judges of the election held in the 
several districts in the county of on the 

day of October, (it being the second Tuesday) A. D. 182 

Pardon 215 to yvxi '- . , 

AnteaNo. 13 A B of the district 

page 81 B C of the district 

CD of the district 

D E of the district 

E F of the district 

F G of the district 

Having met together at the court house of the said county 
of ana carefully examined the returns of the said 

several districts, and added together the votes therein con- 
tained, according to law, do certify that at said election the 
votes for Senator were as follow, viz: 
A C had (the JSo. of votes to be written ut length) votes 
C A had votes 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals* this day of October, A.D. 182 

[L. 8. J 
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18. District return of Senator where two coun- 
ties elect together. 

We,the subscribers, judges of the Senatorial district, 
composed of the counties (or as the case way he) of Puidon S35 # 

having been deputed on behalf of our counties respectively, se. tion2 
to meet at the h«»use of in the county of on the Ante* No. 41 

day of October, A. D. and being so met, P*£° 95 

having carefully cast up the returns of the said several coun- 
ties, according to law, Do Certify, that on rhe day of 
October, A. D 182 (b^ing the second Tuesday) the volet 
for Senator (or Senators) is (or are) as tollow, to wit: 

In county. 

A B h ad °f vota to oe written at length J votes 
B C had votes 



In county. 

A B had votes 
B C had votes 

Therefore, A B having the highest uumber of vo+es, is (or 
are) duly elected Senator (or Senators) in the Senate of this 
Commonwealth, for the Senatorial district aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals, this day of October, A. D. 182 

6.3 



19. Special election for Senator. 

We, the subscribers, being duly appointed judges of the 
special election heid at the house of in the township 

(borough or city) of on the instant, for the p . Slfi 

election district, composed of the township (or town- xatcaNo.il 
ships) of in and for the county of for the nag* 82 

election of a Senator, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 
death, (or resignation) of Do Report, that upon clo- 

sing the poll and counting the votes, according to law, it ap- 
peared that for 

SENATOR, 

A B had C the of votes to be written at length J votes 
B A had votes 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals, the day of A. D. 182 

[it] 

18 
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3d. District return of special election far Senator. 

We, the subscribers, being duly appointed the return judg* 
A&teaNo 15 es of the special election, held in the several districts in the 
page 82 county of being the Senatorial district, ob 

the day of A. 0. 182 to fill the vacan- 

cy occasioned by the death (or resignation) of hav? 
ingmet together at the court house of the said county, and 
having carefully examined the returns of the said several dis- 
tricts, and added together the votes therein contained, accor- 
ding to law, Do Certify, that at the said election the follow- 
ing named person having the highest number of votes, to wit: 
A B he having (theNu.of votes to be written at length) votes 

Therefore, the said A B is duly elected Senator, in the 
Senate of this commonwealth, to till the vacancy occasioned 
by the death (or resignation) of for tne Senatorial 

district aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals, the day of A. J3. 182 

[> s \ 
[l. b/ 

[l. s." 

(Xj> The above will be the general form of the returns of a special 
election, for members of Congress and the >tate Legislature, tofili va- 
cancies; only varying the title, and suiting- the form to the circumstan- 
ces, and the office to be filled. 



21. Member of Congress for single county. 

We, the subscribers, being duly appointed the return judg- 
es of the election held in the several districts in the county 
Futdott 239 of being the congressional district, of the 

ApteaNo 4° Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, on the day of Oc- 

page 99 tober, A. D. 182 (it being the second Tuesday) having 
met together at the court house of the said county, (or forth 
ciiy and county of Philadelphia at the state house) and care* 
fully compared and cast up the returns of the said several 
districts, according to law, D»? Certify, that at the said elec- 
tion the following named person having the highest number 
of votes, to wit: 

A B he having (the No of votes to be tvritten at length) votes 

Is duly elected a representative of the people of this state, 
in the congress of the United States, in the manner ana 
for the district aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals, this day of October, A. JD. 182 

f L. t.l Tl. s." 

l. s.J f l. s." 

fjL. s.J £l. s/ 
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22- Congress, where two counties elect together. 

To the judges deputed from the counties of and 
to meet at the house of in 
in the county of 

We, the subscribers, judges of the election held in the 
several districts in the county of on day of PuTdon 

October, (it being the second Tuesday) A. D. 182 to wit J intern No. 29 
A B of the district AnteaNo.42 

B C of the district page 101 - 

CD of the district 

D E of the district 

E F of the district 

F G of the district 

G H of the district 

Having met together at the court house of the said county 
•f and carefu ly examined the returns of the said 

several districts and added together the votes therein con- 
tained, according to law, do certify: That for representative 
(or representatives) of the people of this state, in the house of 
representatives in the congress of the United States, 

the votes were as follow, to a wit: 

A C had (the No. of votes to be written at length ) votes 
G A had votes 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals, this day of October, A. D. 182 




23. District return of Congress where two coun- 
ties elect together. 

We, the subscribers, judges of the congressional 
district of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, composed of 
the counties (or districts) of having been deputed on Putdon 289 

behalf of our counties, (or districts) respectively, to meet at AnteaNo.42 
the house of hi the county of on the section 5 

day of October, A. D. 182 and being so met, having care- ***** 101 
fully compared and cast up the returns of the said several 
counties, (or districts) according to law, do certify: That on 
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the day of October 182 (being flic second Tues- 

day^ the votes for a lejresentative (or representatives) of the 
people of this state, in the congress of the United 

Sta es, were as follow, to wit: 

In countj. 
A B had {the No. of votes to be written at length) votes 
C A had votes 

In countj, 
A B had votes 
C A had votes 

Therefore, A B (or A B and C A ) having the 
highest number of vote* is (or are) dulv elected a representa- 
tive (or represent wives) of the people of this state in the 

congress of toe United States, in the manner and for the 
district aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals, this daj of October, A. D. 183 

[l. s.] 

[l. s.] 



24. Governor. 

p vA 514. tn -e 8UDSCriDer8 ' being duly appointed the return 

Ame«No7l2 J Uf1 S e8 ot the e * ectlon ne,(l m tne several election (kstricts of 
page' 80 the countj of on the instant, (it being the 

second luesviay of October, A. D 182 ) having met to- 

feth;T at the court house of the said countj of and 
aving carefully examined the returns of the said several dis- 
tricts, and added together the votes therein contained, ac- 
cording to law, Do Certify, that at the said election, the fol- 
lowing named persons received for the office of governor the 
number of votes set opposite to their names, respectively, vm 

A B had {the No. of vote* to be written at length) votes 
B C had votes 
C D had votes 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands 
seals, the day of Octooer, ^D.IH2 

[l. s.] [l. 6.]J 

[l. s.] [l. S.J 

[l. a.] [*. s£ 
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25. Electors— for district in county. 

We, the cub cr ber*, being duly appointed judges of the 
«lec i >n held at the In use of in the township, (bo- Pardon 220 

rough or ci'y) of on Friday the day of AnteaNo. 45 

A D. 1*2 tor the election district composed paffe . * 

of the township (or townships) of county of 

and commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Do Certify, that upon 
closing; the poll and counti; g the votes, according to law, it 
appeared that for electors of a president and vice president of 
the United States. 

A B had (the No. of votes to be written at length) votes 
C D had votes 
D E had votes 
E F had votes 
F G had votes 
&c. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals, the of A. D 182 
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26. Electors — Return for county. 

We, the subscribers, being: duly,appoin ted the return judg- 
es of tht election held in the several election districts of the p , 32g 
county fcf and commonwealth of Pennsylvania, on J^^aNo 45 

Friday ^ie day of A. D. 182 having met togeth- page 103 
er at the court house of the said county (or for the city and 
coun(y °f Philadelphia at the state house) on Monday the 
day of A. D. 182 and carefully exam- 

ined the returns of the said several election districts, and 
added together the votes therein contained, according to law, 
Do Certify, that at the said election the votes for electors of 
a president and vice president of the United States, were as 
follow, to wit: 

A B had {the No. of votes to be written at length) votes 
C D had votes 
D' E had votes 
E F had votes 
F G had votes 
&c. 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands 
and seals, this day of A. D. 18g 



A 

\ 
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ACCOUNTS of supervisors settled, 6 
Appeal from assessment to, quarter sessions, decision thereof to be 

final, 8 
supervisor, when fined by justice of the peace for neglect of 

duty, may appeal to the quarter sessions, 10 

persons fined for obstructing public roads, &c. may 11 
Assembly of the state, qualifications of the members, when and how 

to be elected* 72 

Assessor township, compensation of, 14 

return of the election of, 129 
Assessors, penalty on their neglecting to assess and return persons 

subject to taxation, S7 
and assistant assessors, when and how elected, &c. 122 
penalty for refusing to serve after being elected, 1 23 
to take an oath or affirmation, to be filed wilh commis- 
sioners, 12S 
Assessment and rate of road tax, 8 
of taxes in the fourteen wards in Philadelphia, 94 
Auditor, form of election return of, 131 
Auditors, time and manner of election of, &c. 124 
and other county officers, their elections may be con- 
tested, 114 
township, form of election return of, 1 28 

B. 

Ballot boxes, the commissioners of county to provide suitable ones 
for elections, and where the same to be deposited after 

elections, 84 

Ballots, how to be made out and delivered to inspector, 79 

Betting or wagering on elections, penalty for, 125 

Blockley township, Philadelphia county not to elect supervisors, 26 

Bridge, petition for erecting a, 60 

a bridge on county line, 65 
Bridges, supervisors of roads to make and maintain in certain cases, 13 
where boundary line of two townships to be made and re- 
paired by both, 13 
where cost of building is more than township or townships 
should bear, court to order a view, &c. 14 



2 



INDEX. 



PAGE. 

Bridges, on line dividing counties, each court to appoint viewers, 

who are jointly to view and report to each court, 17 

to be erected and kept in repair by the joint expense of 
both counties, 17 

pub ! ic, undertakers, superintendents. &c. may enter lands, 
examine the ground for materials, &c. necessaiy for 
building, £1 

in Philadelphia county maybe erected without consent of 
the grand jury, where expense does not exceed one thou- 
sand dollars, 28 

superintendents of public bridges in # Lancaster county, to 
be appointed, SI 

wooden, of sixty feet span, no person to travel faster than 
a walk, nor drive more thau fifteen head of horned cat- 
tle at one time, 34 

where within the limits of two townships, supervisors of 
each township to place up notice of fines for riding fast- 
er than a walk, &c. 35 

setting fire to it, penalty for, 35 



Captain or commanding officer of troop or company of militia, &c. 

to administer oatli or affirmation to officers holding elec- 
tion, 98 
Causeways, supervisors of roads to make and repair, 13 
Certificate of record to commissioners, on petition for erection of a 

bridge, 62 
Certificates, penalty for forging or using any false receipt or certifi- 
cate, with intent to impose upon officers ot elections, 84 
Cities or boroughs, -general road laws not to exteud to, 13 
Citizenship, what constitutes the right of, 74 
Clerk of the court issuing an order of view to state that the viewers 

are to be sworn or affirmed, • 19 
Clerks, judges and inspectors of elections to be sworn or affirmed, 77 
Commissioners of county, how to proceed where road tax on unseat- 
ed lands remain unpaid. 8 
of counties on receiving transcripts of road taxes on 
unseated lands to i>sue an order to the treasurer, 
who upon receipt of road tax to pay the same to 
the supervisors entitled thereto, 16 
of roads, in Blockley township, Philadelphia coun- 
ty, to be elected, 26 
of Philadelphia county allowed carriage hire, 28 
auditors and other county officers, their elections 

may be contested, 114 
of county to be elected for three years, to take an 
oath or affirmation before entering upon the duties 
•f the office, 122 
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Commissioners of county, return of election of, 132 
Confirmation of a road,after,court may annul proceedings had before 

opened, 18 
on report of viewers on order for public road, 45 
re-viewers, 46 
viewers of damages occasioned by a pub- 
lic road, 49 
of report of viewers on road, after the same is laid out 

and before opened, 52 
on order for gate on private road, 57 
on order for road on county line, 60 
appointed to inspect a bridge built 

by the county, 65 
to examine bridge built 
on county line, 70 
Constable, court of quarter sessions may appoint in case of vacancy, £1 
Constables to give notice of ward elections in the city of Philadel- 
phia, ^ 9a 
compensation to, for services at elections in the city and 

county of Philadelphia, 94 
election, powers, duties, bail, &c. 115 
not to serve more than three years in any term of six 

years, except as to certain counties, 116 117 

election of, in wards in city of Philadelphia, their 

duties, security, &c. 118 
the mayor to appoint in case of vacancy in the city until 

next election by the people, 118 
high, of the city, their powers, authority, privileges,&c. 118 
see Northern Liberties and Southwark, 1 18 120 

to give security before entering upon the duties of of- 
fice, 121 
not to purchase at a sale held by him as constable, 121 
return for the election of, 129 
Contract between landlord and tenant respecting tax, not to be im- 
paired, 4 9 
Compensation to owners for damage done to their lands, 11 19 
to township assessor, supervisors and viewers of pub- 
lic roads, 14 
to commissioners of roads in Blockley township, 27 
of officers of election, 89 90 
to electors of president and vice president of the 
United States, 106 
Committees of senate and house of representatives, in case of con- 
testing election of governor, senator or representative, 
how chosen, their duties and powers, 108 112 
Congress of the United States, for electing members thereof, state 

divided into eighteen districts, 99 
when and how elections for members to be held, 99 
return of election of member of congress for single countv, 1 38 
19 
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PAOE, 

Congress, return of election of member of congress where more than 

one county in district, 139 
Contract for repairing roads in Blockley, not to be made for a term 

exceeding three years, 27 
Contractors for repairing roads in Blockley to give security, 27 
Contested elections of the governor how to be determined, 73 
no order to be taken on petition for contesting 
an election unless presented within five days 
afier the meeting of the next legislature, and 
unless five of the petitioners swear to the facts 
stated in the petii ion, 118 
of commissioners, auditors, &c. how conducted, 114 
elections, how costs are to be paid, 114 
Coroner, return of election of, 133 
Coroners, when and how chosen, 73 
Corporation of Philadelphia vested with the same rights and immu- 
nities to the ends of every public street or alley extend- 
ing into the Schuylkill, as those extending into the Del- 
aware, 24 
County line, road on, court of each county, to appoint three viewers, 
who are jointly to view the ground and report to the 
court of each county, 17 
roads on, to be kept in repair at the joint expense of the 

adjoining townships, 17 
petition for laying out road on, 57 

n. 

Damage to lands by supervisor, how owner compensated for, 1 1 

by private land to be paid by persons obtaining 
road 12 
to owner of materials taken for bridge, how owner compen- 
sated, £l 
Damages to owners of lands, houfe3, &c. by being used or taken in 
opening any street, lane or alley, in Philadelphia, and 
districts adjoining, how to be assessed, &c. 22 9$ 

when assessed and report approved by the court of quarter 
sessions, to be paid by the treasurer of the county with- 
in one year after return made by viewers, 22 $25 
to property in South wark, none to be paid, s if improvement 

made subsequent to recording the plan or draft of streets, Q$ 
until paid, commissioners to stay the opening of street,&c. &9 
to property, by opening streets, &c. in the city of Lan- 
caster, how paid, 3 J 
confirmation by court, of report of viewers of damages by 
public road, 49 
Decisions, notes to decisions on road cases, 3^ 
Draft of road, &c. to accompany the report of viewers. 9*5 
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T- pag$. 
^orJittlieB^su per visors may enter upon lands for making, &c -9 
ppt-ned or made by supervisors, penalty for in- •• • 

Bjjjjtbr of the poor, election return of, m .\ - -\\ V53 
Mpjcts fjif ,elec%n of seizors, state diy!de<Vmto*tw/tfity-four f ^.§96 
P^U^cts, where composed or more than erie county, rcjturn judges 
? ■ * " from each to meet at the £lace and malk return of 

the whole district^ ^ 96 

, * •* .^or elections of menjbers of congress, places in,«\aj 

"Hum judges to meet, jP' 101 

({tertion^ of Supervisors, when kelcT, notice of to bfr 
Mto*«*^ws f see, . ... . kV^.v 

■ district, when township divided in formings-each part of 
. *. township s.d divided to chbose an inspector, 78 
•' tvkelf and papers bow to be collected; secured and where 
T :.i .jr deposited, : % " . . 84. 
" " jr'.of Ugjted 'Stales', senatof,' when and how held, \ .106 
^ iJeJiirn^ forms' bf/^ ... ; 127 
. •f&tfrpi.pf general election, / \ 130 
oontested of members of tke senate or house of. represent 
; -t ' ' ' ta^v.es, how determined, / " \/"78" 
Electipirs, aIJ..elections by the people to be by ballot, - • \-74 • 

* — r • y i trlif k ations of voters, 1... ; . . " /- „; : \74 

. ". ' irfsWCtfirs, when and by whom^^^ ^^k^^SL':' 

' "• 'VJ^itfttSfcof opening anvl closings - . 7? 

/\ ; .:: : ihall be free and voluntary, and how electors punished \ 

who take reward for their votes, . • M 

*Y ; when stated place of holding, may be ehanged, notice of * 
'". ' ^ V^hich to be given, . r -™— 

Z K i \^jptt3§^" inspectors and clerks, by wh6m ioiie '■■^mr^- ::: -—y9Tr 
r : i ' J ; •. '"^laCTS for holding elections for assessors or inspectors how 
' chang ed, 89 

/ ~" Tfiilttta and volunteers may vote, and how elections cbn- 

. conducted, 91 
i-v* • : gen|wiri|> the city may open at eight o'clock, A. M. 94 

. * cont'^sfe]S;«f governor, senator or member of the house 
•. r . repre^intatives, how regulated, 107 111 

\ . ' . far c onstables inPhiladelphia county, when to be held, 120 
Bjectprs, what -qualifications necessary, and number ti^ be elected, 71 7% 
•» going to 'and returning from elections, privileged fromar- 

• . ; . res*, .except for treason, felony or breach of^he peace, 74 
. / ..o£;$pesident and vice president of the United States, when 

./ ? Vl'fcted,' * •'*•„.■ 103 

v 1 \ of president and vice president, by whom elections are to 
. , '/:/' . :b§held,-.&c. 106 
- " to meet at the seat of government of this state, 105 
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Electors* to give notice to the governor of their arrival, "■•18 

if not all present legislature shall choose a person or per-^1 

• ' sons to supply # the place or places of the absentees* . m 

compensation to for attending at Harrisburg, » 

Expenses of laying: out private roa'ls, by wjrfm to be borne, . 
Evidence, what/sufficient to entitle^ person to vote* 

A F. • •« 

./ • i i \ 

Flag staffsjtSfeacons and buoys, penalty for injuring, „ ' V»3& 
Frauds of offiArs ot election, how punished, • 4J5 

Fences, pShalnUbr building or erecting in Schuylkill river, below 

low wateVmark without Hcense, # S4 
Freeholders, twe'v\to be appointed to assess §amage don£ itpyqp- 
erty in njtenirig any street^ lane or alley, in Philadel- 
phia, or districts adjoining, ' r 22 
Fines and forfeitures, under election law, how recovered and ap- 
plied, ■ ' 86 
Forms road, list of, 40 

■■• f 

Gate, petition for on a private road, 55 
(Grates swinging on private roads, how obtained, &c; 12 
Governor, when and how chosen, 75 
Governor's election, how the same may be contested, * — *" " • " 108 
Governor, return of the election of. .140 

H. 

Highways $ streets, alleys, courts and lanes in city of Philadelphia 
and adjoining districts, when nf twenty-feet in breadth 
. to be deemed and taken as public highways, m 23 
House of cepresentatlves, members of, election how contested, 1 1 1 



Index boards, to be erected by supervisors, . l> 

penalty for wilfully injuring or defacing; them, ..15 
for supervisor neglecting or refusing to put up 
or keep in repair, IT 
Inspector, return of the flection of, 13tX , 

Inspectors of the general elections to be chosen on the Friday pre- 

ceding the first Tuesday in October, " 75 " 

their duties, YG 78 ; 

judges and clerks of elections to be sworn or affirmed, 77 
where they shall sit at times of election, and how the place 

shall be designated, 78 
*f elections, time and manner of choosing. . fc; 
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PAGE. 

pecton of the general election in the city of Philadelphia, 92 
judge and clerk, no person holding an office or appoint- 
ment under the city authorities to act as such at elec- 
i tions, * 94 

of general elections tor each ward, in Philadelphia, shallj 
choose two clerks and^ne judge for respective wards, 95 

J. 

\ • 

g€*, inspectors and clerks of elections to be sworn or afprmed, 77 
of elections authorised to administer oaths and affirmations, 90 
of elections to meet in November after electiouMnd receive 
votes; &c. of prothonotary, returned to hun as given by 
^militia and volunteers in actual service, # • 91 

* inspectors, &c. of elections held by militia and volunteers 
to be under the same restrictions and have same rights, 
and perform same duties as in other cases, 92 
•f the general elections in the city i.f Philadelphia, chosen, 93 
vm twelve freeholders, who neither reside or own real estate in 
South wark, to assess damages, &c. in opening streets, lanes, &c, 29 

' L. 

icaster city, how streets, &c. in to be opened, 30 
ids, supervisors may enter upon, to open drains or ditches, &c. 10 
damage done thereto, by road passing through, owner may 
within one year after apply to the court of quarter ses- 
sions, which court to appoint six proper persons to view 
and assess, &c. 1 1 

petition for valuing, on a public road, 47 
private road, 49 
ring out of roads, proceedings to obtain tfie, 4 
5*islature to choose person to supply place of elector who may be 

absent, 105 
es of counties, where separate views are had of roads, and reports 
do not agree as to the line, courts are to appoint each three 
viewers who are to view jointly, &c. and the report when con- 
firmed to be taken as the county line, 17 
is of names of voters, tally papers, tickets, &c. to be sealed up, 

&c. 77 
;s, owners of, adjoining; streets, lanes, &c. to be paved, to form 
and pave or gravel footways, opposite their several lots, 23 

M. 



terials on lands taken by supervisor for roads, where parties can- 
not agree, damage to be estimated by three freeholders, 
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for bridges, may be taken, first making amends to owner 
for damages, 21 
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Materials for, where parties cannot agree how damage to be aacer- . 

tained, SI 
Members of senate and house of representatives, elections how con- 
tested, \ll 
Militia and volunteers of this state when in actual service may vote, 

&c. " 90 

If. 

Names of candidates voted for* if more than the proper number on 
the ticket, to be rejected by the judges when in couniing off 
the Votes, 90 
New-Market ward, constable shall continue to perform his duties as 

constable for New-Market ward is it now exists, 94 
Northern Liberties,' streets, roads, lanes dr alleys in, how the same 

may be opened, " &5 

to elect eight persons, four to be appointed con- 
stables, &c. 118 
election for constables, time when to be held, 1 1 9 
Notes to decisions on road cases, 36 
to decisions on elections, *1$6 
Notice of the time ot holding inspectors election to be given by con- 
stables, 75 
how to be given to persons elected to senate or house of rep- 
resentatives, 83 
to be given by sheriff or coroner, that person holding an of- 
fice or appointment under the United States, not to act as 
judge, inspector or clerk of an election, 90 
Nuisances on public roads, penalty for committing, 11 

o. 

Oath of viewers of damages, 48 
judges, inspectors and clerks of elections to take an oath or 

affirmations before acting, 77 91 

Oaths and affirmations, judges or elections authorised to administer, 90 

Order of court on petition tor a public road, 4 1 

for review on petition, 44 

for valuing lands on public road, 47 
on petition for annulling proceedings had on road, before the 

same is opened, 51 

vacating a road, 53 

a gate on private road, 56 

laying out a road on county line, 58 

erecting a bridge, 61 
of county commissioners for viewers to inspect 

bridge erected by county, 64 

for erecting a bridge on county line, 66 
•f commissioners for viewers to inspect bridge on 

county line, 68 
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Overseers of {he poor, time and manner of their election, oath, 

&c. 124 125 

form of return of election, \%7 
Officer of 1he United States nut to act as judge, inspector or clerk 

of an election, 77 
of election, penalty for refusing to serve as such, 85 
compensation of, 85 
who acts as judge of election for militia, &c. to appoint clerks, 92 
Officers guilty of neglect of duty, under act for election of members 

of congress, liable to prosecution, &c. 101 103 

Ordinances, city council to make, for paving and gravelling streets, 

alleys, &c. 25 



p. S 

Parties to trial in case of contested elections, 112 
Penalty for persons working on the road asking or extorting money 
from passengers, to be recovered before a justice ot the 

peace, 10 

' for supervisors asking or extorting money, &c. 10 
for commissioners of roads in Blockley township, engaged 

in contract for making or repairing roads, 27 
injuring flag staffs, beacons and buoys, S2 
for leaving the public stage with the horses attached thereto, 32 
wagoner, cartman, &c. vexatiously obstructing road, 33 
riding or driving cattle faster than a walk over certain 
bridges, 34 
if constables neglect duties as regards elections, 76 
if voter ofters more than one ticket fraudulently, 79 
if elector receives reward lor his vote, and for offering it, 83 
for persons not qualified to vote interfering at elections, 85 
for altering defacing or embezzling any tickets, lists or pa- 
pers of elections, 85 
Petition for laying out a public road, 40 
annulling proceedings had on road, before the same is 

opened, 50 

laying out road on county line, 57 

erecting a bridge, 60 

of cou nty commissioners for appointment of viewers of bridge 63 

for erecting a bridge on county line, 65 

of county commissioners, where bridge on county line, 67 
for contesting election ot governor, senator or representa- 
tive, to be be presented within live days after meeting 

of the legislature, 112 
and be accompanied by a certificate from the treasurer or 
prothonotary or commissioner of the county, that the 

petitioners at the time of signing were qualified elector^ 113 
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Petitioners for contesting election of governor, senator, or represen- 
tatives, i ertain of at least, to make oath, 108 111 
Perjury, penalty for com mi tiing at elections, 90 84 
President and vice president, electors of, when and how elected, 104 
Place for holding ward elections in Philadelphia, may be changed, 93 
Philadelphia, proceedings to open streets, lanes or alleys therein, 22 
ciiy divided into iitteen wards, 92 
Private roads, how the opening of obtained, 12 
road, petition for laying out a, 46 
Plot or draft of road to accompany report of viewers of roads, 4 
Proclamation, governor to declare by the names oi persons elected 

to the house of representatives in congress, 102 
to be made by governor of the names of persons elec- 
ted electors of president ami vice president, 10.> 
Public road, penalty for stopping or obstructing, 1 1 

Q, 

Qualifications of voters, 74 
Quarter sessions may appoint constables in case of vacancy, to serve 

until the next election by the people, 1 17 
to have concurrent jurisdiction with justices in road 

laws, 21 

11- 

Representative and senatorial districts fixed, &c. 95 
Representatives, members of the House ol, of the United States shall 

be chosen every second year, 71 
members of the house of, ot the United States, their 

qualifications, 72 
how state divided for election of members, and 

where the return judges are to meet, &c. 97 
Report of view of street, lane or alley in Philadelphia, to be made, 

with plot or draft of the same to the quarter sessions, 22 

of viewers, to order of court on petition for public road, 42 

viewers of damages, to lauds on public road, 48 

on road laid out, before tne same is opened, 51 

on petition for vacating a road, 54 

on order for gate on private road, 56 

laying out road on county line, 59 

of viewers on petition for erecting a bridge, 62 
appointed on petition of county commissioners, for 

in>pectiun of biidge erected by county, 64 

on order on petition for erecting a biidge on line of county, 66 
of county commissioners for viewers of 

a bi iuge on the line of the county, 69 
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Return on order of review of road, 45 
judges, their duties, &c. 88 
for election of senators where to meet, 96 
for general election, ISO 
of member of the house of representatives for single couiitv, 134 

where two counties 
elect together, 134 135 
Returns of election for governor to be sealed up and directed to the 

speaker of the senate, who is to open them in the pres- J 
ence of the members of both houses of the legislature, 73 
ef inspectors, two to be made out, one to be given to person 
elected and the other to person appointed to open the 
general election, 76 
elections how made out, when and where delivered when 

the county is divided into districts, 80 
elections how to be made out, when and where returned 
if there is only one place of election in city or county, 81 
in case counties consist ot more than one election district, 

&c. 83 
of sheriffs and coroners to be forwarded to the secretary of 

the commonwealth, 89 
elections by militia and volunteers when in actual service 
how and by whom to be made, 91 
ef election of members of congress, how and when made* 101 
electors of president and vice president of the 
United States, when and how made, 104 
of governor, to be transmitted to seat of govern- 
ment before published, otherwise returns ne- 
glected to be forwarded will be considered 
void, 110 
forms of election, 197 
Review of roads and bridges to be applied for to the next court af- 
ter report, 14 
a road, periti in for, 43 
Reviews of roads to be paid by the parties applying for the same, 15 
on county line, how to be conducted, IT 
Road tax, assessment and rate of, 8 
on unseated lands, when to be paid to supervisor enti- 
tled thereto, 16 
dividing rownships, where supervisor of one township neglects 
to open or repair part within his township, liable to same 
penalty as if road was entirely within his township, 11 
dividing townships, supervisor ot one may make it and recov- 
er one half of expense by action of debt, against supervisor 
neglecting, 12 
laws, acts relative to prior to 6th April, 1802, repealed, 15 
forms, list of, 40 
public, petition for laying out, 40 
petition for review of a, 4S 

20 
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Road, petition for annulling proceedings had On road before the same 

is opened, 50 
vacating a, 53 
laying out on county line, 57 
Roads, proceeding to obtain the laying out of a, 4 15 
public not to exceed fifty feet in breadth, 5 
twenty -five feet, 12 
supervisors of to employ hand* to make, open and repair, 9 
private, how to proceed for obtaining the opi ning of, 12 
to be opened and kept in repair at the expense of 
person applying for, 12 
public and private may be vacated, 13 
proceedings to vai ate or change public or private roads, 15 
may vacate a part, 1 5 
vacated or changed not to be shut up until new one opened, 16 
■ on county line, courts of e.tch county to appoint three viewers, 17 
after confirmation of a road, court may annul the confirma- 
tion before it is < pened, 18 
Viewers may change the route of a road over which a bridge 

is to be erected, 18 
to view and open streets, lanes and alleys in the city of Phil- 
adelphia, 22 
see commissioners of roads, 26 
wi.en to be made in Nonhern Liberties commissioners to give 
notice, receive proposals and contract for making of the 
same, 27 
in Blockley township, when not contracted for commission- 
ers to repair, 27 
Notes to decisions on road cases, 36 

S. 

Saturday, elections, and meetings of return judges to take place on 

the Ff »d.ty immediately preceding, 89 
Stages public, not to be suffered to stand, with horses attached 

thereto without driver. 32 
State road, rendered useless by a turnpike road, may be vacated, 20 
State roads, tna\ be vacated, changed, &c as public roads, 20 
no change to make the same of a greater ascent or descent 

than ilve degrees 20 
not to be vacated unless view or review supplies another 
du e for same, 20 
State road supplied by turnpike, petition to vacate, 55 
Streets, lanes and alleys, in Philadelphia, proceedings to open or 

view fyc. 22 
: so opened not to exceed in breadth fifty feet, 22 25 

lanes, alleys and courts appropriated to public n«e by pri- 
vate persons, where the same are not less than twenty Let 
in width, to be considered public highways. 23 
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Streets,"alleys, courts, &c. councils to make ordinances for paving, 23 
&c. in city of Lancaster, proceedings to open, SO 
not to exceed sixty-five feet in width, 31 
Senators, in the senate of Pennsylvania, qualifications and when 

elected, 72 
Sheriffs when and how chosen, 73 
to give twenty days notice of the general elections, 82 
to give at least ten days notice of a special election held on 
a writ from speaker of the senate or house or representa- 
tives, 85 
Seventh day Baptists, see Saturdays, 89 
Security of constables to be given, 119, 120 

Senate of the state, elections or members how contested, 111 
Senators of city and county of Philadelphia, where jointly elected, &c. 98 
representing the eleventh and twenty-tourth districts how 

to be classified . 99 
in the senate of the United States, when and how elected, 106 
Senator for single county, return of the election of 136 
where two counties elect together, 136, 137 

return of special election for, 137 
district of special election for senator, 138 
Senatorial and Representative districts, the number fixed. &c. 95 
Seventeenth congressional district, place of meeting of return judges 

changed, 102 
Sheriff, return of the election of 133 
Southwark, streets, lanes, &c in, how opened, 25 
court of quarter sessions to hear petitioners and 
remonstrants, and decide whether it wiU be 
proper at the time to open such street, &c. 29 
district of, to elect six persons, tnree of whom to be ap- 
pointed constat es, &c 120 
Stockholder of turnpike road, supplying a state road not to act as 

viewer, &c. 20 
Superintendent of bridges, in Lancaster county, to be appointed, 31 
of police of Northern Liberties and Southwark, vest- 
ed with same powers, &c. as constables of said 
district, 121 
Supervisors, election of, 5 
accounts of, how and by whom settled, 6 
penalty for refusing to accept the office of, 6 
in case of vacancy in the office of how supplied, 6, 19 
to produce accounts of moneys received and expended 

on oath, 6 
money in hands of, to be paid over to successor, or 

if in advance to be repaid by successor, 6 
where a person or persons have served, and neglect or 
refuse to produce their accounts and pay over bal- 
ance, &c. to be committed to goal, 7 
either by themselves or person appointed, collect road 
tax, "7 
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Supervisors may enter lands, and dig gravel, stones, &c. 10 
fine for neglect of duty, to be recovered before a justice 

of the peace, and applied to repairing roads. &c. 10 

to put up and keep in repair, index boards, <$r. If 
in Blockley township, Philadelphia county, not to be 

elected, 26 
to place in bridges a copy of fines for riding faster than 

a walk, &c. 34 

form of election, return of, 128 

Surveyors on roads, to be paid by the persons applying for the view, 15 
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Tax lists, to be delivered to the inspectors of elections, by the coun- 
ty commissioners, 88 
Taxes, road, assessment and rate of, 7 
on unseated lands, proceedings where not paid, 8 
supervisors to take to their assistance the township assessor 

in assessing, 7 
inhabitants of townships may work out their road taxes, 8 
« where taxable refuses to pav, supervisor to levy and sell, 8 
. . tenant liable for, where landlord resides out of township, 9 
road, no land to be sold for, within twelve months after 

transcripts delivered to county treasurer, 16 
in Wayne county, two thirds of, to be woiked out or 
expended, SO 
must be assessed on the voter six months before the election, 74 
Tallies and lists of voters to be sent to prothonotary by officers 

hoiding elections by militia and volunteers, 91 
Treasurers of counties not to pay amount of road tax, due on un- 
seated Lands to supervisors of townships, until the same 
collec?ed, 16 
state to be appointed by the joint vote of the legislature, 73 
Tenant residing on lands liable for road taxes, and may deduct the 

same out of the rent due, 9 
Threats and intimidation beirg used at elections, penalty against, 84 
Tickets at elections from whom and how to be received, 78, 79 

separate tickets for each station or office voted 
for, to be given, 89 
Time when elections may be held on writ issued by the governor to 
supply vacancies in the house ot representatives 
of the United States, 10S 
Township auditors, form of election, return of, 128 
Townships, roads on line dividing, to be made and repaired at the 

joint expense, 1 1 

when divided in forming an election district, how to 
proceed . 78 
Troops no body of regular troops to appear at any place of election, 8£ 
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u. 

Unseated lands, proceedings where tax is not paid, g 

V. 

Vacancies, of supervisors, how supplied, 19 
in the congress of the United States, how supplied, 72 
in the senate or house of representatives ot the state, 

speakers to issue writs to supply the same, 82 
in the house of representatives of the United States how 

supplied, 102 
in the office of constable in the district of Southwark, 
how supplied, 121 
Vacating of roads, how obtained, IS 
a road, petition for, 53 
Variation where made in road by viewers, to be surveyed and a draft 

made to accompany their report, 19 
Views, for laying out or vacating roads, or respecting bridges, court 

may grant reviews at expense of party applying, 14 
Viewers of roads, five of them to view the ground, 4 
to ascertain damages, to be first sworn or affirmed, 16 
on county lines, court of each county to appoint 

three, 17 
on county lines, may vacate any part of the old 

road, for which a new road is substituted, 17 
authorised to change route of road, crossing river, 

&c. when bridge to be erected, 18 
&c. to be sworn or affirmed, 19 
where a judge, alderman or justice cannot be had 

may swear each other, 19 
in Philadelphia county, not to be residents in, or 
holders of property in the township through 
which the road is intended to pass, 28 
where ten viewers view the ground, and seven ex- 
clusive of the county commissioners agree there 
is occasion for opening the street &c. the same 
shall be as valid as if the twelve had attended, 28 
Volunteers and militia of this state, when in actual service may vote, 90 
Voters, who may vote at elections, 74 
sons of qualified voters between the age of twenty one and 
twenty -two years, may vote although they have not paid 
taxes, 74 
Votes, how the votes shall be counted and tallied, and what shall be 

rejected, 80 
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w. 

Wagering and betting on elections prohibited, and penalty for so doing 125 
Ward elections for constable, to be held on the third Friday of 

March, annually, 117 
Wards in the city of Philadelphia, the number of assessors, &c. each 

to choose, 9S 
Wardens of the port of Philadelphia, to fix and determine how far 
persons owning wharves on the Schuylkill may extend 
them into said river, 24 
Wayne county, road taxes, two thirds to be expended or worked out 

on roads, in, SO 
Wharves, penalty for extending them below low water mark, without 

license 24 
Witnesses pay for attending before committee in case of contested 

election, 113 
Writs of election to be issued by speaker of the senate or house of 

representatives of the state, in 
case of vacancies, 73 82 

the governor, in case nf vacancy in 
the house of representatives in 
the congress of the United 
States, 102 
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